Simply from the Scriptures

from the Church of Christ in Richmond Indiana

Instrumental Music
What of the passages teaching instrumental music is acceptable in today’s worship service? Consider this well chosen passages used for the authority of instrumental music:

“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth: make a loud noise, and rejoice, and sing praise. Sing unto the Lord with the harp; with the harp, and the voice of a psalm. With trumpets and sound of cornet make a joyful noise before the Lord, the King.” (Psalm 98:4-6)

The first point that is made about this passage is it is found in the Old Testament. If we desire to use this passage to introduce instruments of music into today’s worship service, what of the other Old Testament passages and commandments? Do we keep the Sabbath as commanded in the Old Testament? Do we stone to death those who commit adultery? Do we stone to death disobedient children? Do we offer animal sacrifice for our sins? Do we practice circumcision as a spiritual necessity? If not why not? Because those things are a part of the Old Testament. It is a part of a law that Jesus fulfilled and nailed it to the cross. Note what Paul said about the Old Law: “And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; (Colossians 2:13-14)

There is danger in returning to the Old Testament for authorization of a present day practice. In the first century, the Jews insisted that one must be circumcised to become a Christian. The apostles denied this teaching. When we try to return to the Old Testament passages, we then become entangled in its law. Note Paul’s teaching to the Galatians: “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.” (Galatians 5:1-4)

If one returns to the Old Law for a practice, he becomes “a debtor to do the whole law.” That means, we must practice animal sacrifice, tithing, keeping the Sabbath…all practices of the Old Law.

What was the purpose of the Old Law?

What was the purpose of the Old Law? According to Paul, it was our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ: “But before faith (the New Testament law, drc) came, we were kept under the law (old law, drc), shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.” 

(Galatians 3:23-26)

This thought concurs with what is written in the book of Romans: “For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.” (Romans 15:4)

According to Galatians 3:23-26, and Colossians 2:13-14, we are no longer under any part of the Old Law. We must let go of the old to embrace the new. This is the allegory of Sarah & Hagar and their children. Paul uses the account to teach about the bondage of Old Law and the freedom we have under Christ’s law. In his conclusion of his allegory, Paul says: “Nevertheless what saith the scripture? Cast out the bondwoman and her son: for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the free woman. So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the free. Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.” (Galatians 4:30-5:1) 

Furthermore, the Old Law was an inferior law. That is, it could not save souls. The book of Hebrews deals a great amount with showing the Old Law to be inferior to the new law. 

Note this passage from Hebrews: “But now hath he (Jesus, drc) obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises. For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the second. For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord. For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people:” (Hebrews 8:6-10)

In this passage we first we note the first law was incomplete because it could not forgive sins. Second, we see the new covenant is not a ‘reconditioned’ old covenant. In Hebrews we find the comparisons between, the New Testament covenant Vs the Old Testament Covenant; or Faith Vs Works; or the Law of Moses Vs the Christ’s Law of Liberty. These passages all teach the Old Law is of no effect to us. It served a purpose; to teach obedience & reward and disobedience & punishment. It brought us to Christ.

So what of instrumental music? Instrumental music was a part of worship service in the Old Testament. However, there is no mention nor commandment giving authorization for its use in worship service. There are several passages in the New Testament concerning ‘music:’ Matthew 26:30, Acts 16:25, Romans 15:9,   1 Corinthians 14:15,   Ephesians 5:19, Colossians 3:16, Hebrews 2:12, James 5:13. However, there is no passage in the New Testament authorizing instrumental music in the Lord’s church. If the Lord desired to be worshipped with instruments, we would have passages instructing us to do so. I have always appreciated one habit of the apostle Paul: if he says something in one passage, he says it a second time in another passage. This way if I miss his instruction in one book, I am sure to find it in another. Paul does not mention instrumental music. 

One big problem with today’s worship services:
One big problem with today’s worship services is, man believes the worship service is for his benefit. That is, as long as man is pleased, then God should be pleased. This is not the case and has never been the case. I remind you of Nadab and Abihu, (the sons of Aaron, nephews to Moses), in the Old Testament, Leviticus 10:1-2, who offered strange fire before the Lord. When they chose to use strange fire to light the incense, the Lord killed them for transgressing his law. 

I note God was also displeased with the Pharisees when they added to His commandments. Pharisees were keepers of the Law by the word of the law. They forgot the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, & faith and instituted traditions that if the tradition was kept the law was kept. However, they taught and kept the traditions rather than God’s commandments. Was God happy with their addition? You decide: “Then the Pharisees and scribes asked him, Why walk not thy disciples according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashen hands? He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me.  [7] Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.  [8] For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do.  [9] And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.” (Mark 7:5-9)

We add to this thought with a passage from first Corinthians: “Now, brothers, I have applied these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, so that you may learn from us the meaning of the saying, "Do not go beyond what is written." Then you will not take pride in one man over against another.” (1 Corinthians. 4:6)

God does not appreciate anyone tampering with his commandments.

Where did instrumental music come from? 

When and where did instrumental music originate? The first organ that was introduced into any worship of any group claiming to be Christians, was in 670 AD. That was 640 years after the church was established. 

Eight hundred years after the organ was introduced into the Catholic worship by Pope Vatalion I, over some opposition. The Greek Orthodox Church refuses it and still rejects it. They do not use it today.

Consider these men and their thoughts on instrumental music (during the restoration movement):

Martin Luther: “The organ in the worship of God is an ensign to Baal.”

John Calvin: the originator of the Presbyterian church, and author of the Calvinistic Creed, said of the organ in Worship: “It is no more suitable than the burning of incense, the lighting up of tapers or revival of the other shadows of the law. The Catholics foolishly borrowed it from the Jews.”

When John Wesley, founder of Methodism, was asked about the use of the organ, he said, “I have no objection to the organ in our chapels provided it is neither seen nor heard.”

Adam Clarke (Methodist): “I am an old man and an old minister, and I here declare that I have never known instrumental music to be productive of any good in the worship of God, and have reason to believe that it has been productive of much evil. Music as a science I esteem and admire, but instruments of music in the house of God I abominate and abhor. This is the abuse of music, and I here register my protest against all such corruptions in the worship of that Infinite Spirit who requires His followers to worship Him in spirit and in truth.”

When Charles Haddon Spurgeon, who preached to 10,000 people every Sunday in London, England, was asked why he did not use the organ in worship, he gave 1 Corinthians 14:15 as his answer: “I will pray with the spirit and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit and I will sing with the understanding also,” and remarked, “I would as soon pray to God with machinery as to sing to God with machinery.” 

Alexander Campbell once said, “But I presume, to all spiritual-minded Christians such aids would be as a cow bell in concert.

Authority:
The New Testament church receives its authority one of three ways: Direct commandment, Apostolic example or Necessary inference. In reading the New Testament the Bible student will note, there is no authority for the New Testament church to have instrumental music.

There are some who believe in different types of authority. One is, if everyone in the congregation believes it is okay, then whatever practice being considered is acceptable. This thinking can come to an unhealthy end. 

A second type of ‘authority’ is in the silence of the scriptures. Some   believe  where   there  is  silence  there  is  liberty.   May I remind you of Uzzah. The account begins when King David decided to move the ark of the covenant. He had the ark put on a new cart, to be driven to its new destination. This was contrary to the way the ark was to be transported. (It was to be carried by the priests on poles). In transporting the ark, the ox stumbled and the ark started to fall. Uzzah touched the ark to steady it and was killed by the Lord for transgressing his commandment. Note this passage: “And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there for his error; and there he died by the ark of God.” (2 Samuel 6:7)

Had silence of the scriptures been acceptable, God would be in error for striking down Uzzah. The Old Testament does not specifically say the ark of the covenant cannot be transported on a cart. In the case of Nadab and Abihu, the scriptures do not warn of punishment if the incense is lit by ‘strange fire.’ We cannot use silence of the scriptures as authority.

This type of authority is not true authority. There is no place in the New Testament that allows for liberty in the silence of the scriptures. The scriptures teach: “If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus   Christ,   to   whom  be  praise  and  dominion  for  ever   and   ever.  Amen.” (1 Peter 4:11) Does this sound like there is liberty in the scriptures? No. We are to do as God commands.

The difference between Old Testament practices and New Testament practices:
We must take a moment to note the difference between Old Testament practices and New Testament practices. Again, the book of Hebrews will be a great help. In the book, we find the things that happened in the Old Testament were shadows of things to come. Note what was found in the Tabernacle of the Old Testament: “Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a worldly sanctuary. For there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the candlestick, and the table, and the shewbread; which is called the sanctuary. And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all; Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant; And over it the cherubims of glory shadowing the mercyseat; of which we cannot now speak particularly.” (Hebrews 9:1-5, please read chapter nine.)

This Tabernacle was furnished with physical, earthly items and was the sight of earthly sacrifices. The Hebrew writer continues and speaks of Christ: “It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us:” (Hebrews 9:23-24)

Those things in the Old Law were shadows of a better time to come. If you read the book of Hebrews, you find the writer dealing with the various differences between Christ and Moses. How this applies to instrumental music is by observation: Under Moses there was a physical tabernacle, furnished with physical items used in worship. There was a physical altar for sacrifices. There was a physical circumcision. Almost all we see of that era are physical items. However, under Christ, these things have given way to spiritual ways. 

The physical priesthood is replaced with the spiritual priest, Jesus Christ (Heb. 9 & 10). The physical convenant is replaced with a spiritual covenant to be written in men’s hearts (Hebrews 8:10). The physical sacrifices are replaced with the more perfect, spiritual sacrifices (Hebrews 13:15, 1 Peter 2:5). The circumcision of the flesh is now a circumcision of the heart (Romans 2:25-29). All of the physical things, have been replaced with spiritual things. However, people want to hold to one Old Testament practice, instrumental music rather than the praise to God with the human voice and soul. 

Let us remember:
Let us remember, we do not have the authority to change worship service to meet our desires. Consider, God has given us all the commandments we need to worship him in spirit and in truth. How does he feel when he is seeking those who are worshipping him in such a manner and he finds instruments of music (cow bells) subsisting the human voices he longs to hear? God has made his commandment clear as noted earlier. We need to worship Him, His way. When the Lord is specific, all other options must be eliminated. Noah understood the ark was to be made of Gopher wood. Moses was not allowed to enter the promised land because God told him to speak to the rock to bring forth water to the murmuring and complaining Israelites (Exodus 20:1-12). However, Moses struck the rock to bring forth water and transgressed God’s command. Did the rock yield water? Yes. Then why was the Lord angry with Moses? Because God gave Moses a specific command and Moses transgressed that command.

Let us observe one last individual that may help with these thoughts. King Saul was commanded to go and utterly slay the Amalekites for how they treated the Israelites when they came from Egypt. Note God’s command: “Now go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroy everything that belongs to them. Do not spare them; put to death men and women, children and infants, cattle and sheep, camels and donkeys.” (1 Samuel 15:3)

Saul left with his army, “But Saul and the army spared Agag (their king, drc) and the best of the sheep and cattle, the fat calves and lambs--everything that was good. These they were unwilling to destroy completely, but everything that was despised and weak they totally destroyed.” (1 Samuel 15:9)

It grieved the Lord because he made Saul king and Saul turned away from the Lord and did not follow his commandments. However, Saul thought different. Note what he said when he met with Samuel the next day, “…Saul said, "The Lord bless you! I carried out the Lord's instructions." (1 Samuel 15:13)

Is this an accurate statement? No. Saul tried to explain: “…Saul answered, "The soldiers brought them from the Amalekites; they spared the best of the sheep and cattle to sacrifice to the Lord your God, but we totally destroyed the rest.” (1 Sam 15:15)

Samuel continued to confront Saul. Pay special attention to what Saul claimed: “(Samuel speaking)  Why did you not obey the Lord? Why did you pounce on the plunder and do evil in the eyes of the Lord?"

"But I did obey the Lord," Saul said. "I went on the mission the Lord assigned me. I completely destroyed the Amalekites and brought back Agag their king. The soldiers took sheep and cattle from the plunder, the best of what was devoted to God, in order to sacrifice them to the Lord your God at Gilgal."  

But Samuel replied: "Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the Lord? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams. For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, he has rejected you as king." 

(1 Samuel 15:19-23)

It was only after all of this that Saul confessed his sin. However, it was too late. Does God expect people to follow His instructions and commandments, regardless when the human mind believes they know best? Yes, God expects us to follow his commandments. 

I realize that not all people can sing with the most beautiful voice. I realize it may sound better for the congregation to be accompanied with an musical instrument, but there is no authorization and no example in the New Testament for such. 

Worship service is for the Lord. He wants to hear our voices singing praises to his high and exalted name.

We have no right nor authority to introduce an instrument of music into worship service. 

Douglas R. Clark 

� Much of these quotations are from an article in, Gospel Truths, December 2001, written by J. T. Smith, pp. 2-3
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