Simply from the Scriptures

from the Church of Christ in Richmond Indiana
You must be “in Christ…”

Too many people believe that practicing good morals to the extent of “going to a church” is all one needs to do to be saved. This is not true. For one to be saved one must be, “in Christ.” We must note, one could obey almost all of the New Testament, yet fail to have an eternal  abode  in  heaven.  One  passage that  notes  this  is Matthew 7:21-23: “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”

Note the extent of this person’s life, they evidently confess Jesus is Lord. They have prophesied, cast out devils and done many wonderful works. However, they did not do the will of the Father. Therefore, they are unknown to Jesus. Why? Because they are not found to be, “in Christ.” Therefore, there is more to salvation than confessing Jesus and doing many wonderful works. To be saved, man must study the scriptures to find what is necessary. 

“Abide in me…”

Jesus tells us the importance of abiding in Him, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love.” (John 15:1-9 (KJV)

Jesus gives us a scene that we can all understand. If the husbandman, the one who tends to the garden, finds a branch that is not bearing fruit, that branch is cut off from the vine and cast into the fire. The spiritual scene is, if one is not abiding in Jesus, or bearing fruit, he will be “cut off” from Jesus and cast into hell. There is a warning here even to someone who is a Christian (by the New Testament’s standards): one may be in Christ, but if they are not fruitful, they will suffer the same fate as the unbeliever. The passage clearly states, “Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away.” Unfruitful Christians can be eternally lost.

Many believe “accepting Christ into their heart” and loving Christ is all that is needed to be “in Christ.” However, note the next verse, “If ye keep my commandments,  ye shall abide in my love;  even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love.” 
(John 15:10 (KJV)  

Now we get a better picture. One must keep the commandments of Christ to abide in Jesus’ love. In the previous chapter, Jesus said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” 
(John 14:15 (KJV)  

Jesus continued to say, “He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world? Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me.” (John 14:21-24 (KJV)  

Many do not like the fact that eternal salvation is based upon keeping commandments. They teach that one must only believe and that God’s grace and mercy will save the so called “believer.” They believe that keeping a commandment is an attempt to merit salvation. However, Jesus clearly states numerous times the necessity of keeping his commandments. We show our love by keeping Jesus’ commandments. 

What are Jesus commandments?

We must ask, what are Jesus commandments? One commandment is to believe and be baptized, “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.” (Mark 16:15-18 (KJV)  

We know the spiritual gifts of casting out devils, speaking in tongues… ended with the deaths of the apostles and first century saints. Paul noted such gifts would end. In teaching the church in Corinth that love is better than spiritual gifts that will cease, Paul wrote: “Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.” (1 Cor. 13:8-10 (KJV)  

However, obeying the commandments of Jesus is still required. We know this by the doctrine taught by the apostles. Note what John says about loving Jesus in his book, “And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him. He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.” 
(1 John 2:3-6 (KJV)  

If there was one passage to prove one must keep the commandments of Jesus to abide in him, it is found in John’s book, “And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment. And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.” (1 John 3:23-24 (KJV)  

John brings this all back to the beginning, “And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another. And this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it.” 
(2 John 1:5-6 (KJV)  

Obedience is a must! One must keep the commandments of Christ to love Christ. Therefore, one must learn the commandments of Christ. One may pray, confess, and do wonderful works, but if one is not abiding in Christ, they are not loving Christ and will not have an eternal abode in heaven. How does one get in Christ? Paul tells us, “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.” (Romans 6:3-6 (KJV)  

He wrote to the saints in Galatia, “For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” (Galatians 3:27 (KJV)  

It is true, without God’s grace and mercy, man would have a horrific end. However, because of the blood of Christ, one can be saved eternally. 

Have you… 

…heard the word (hearing produces faith, Rom. 10:17)…believed the   word   (Mark   16:16)…repented  (Acts  2:38)…confessed (Rom. 10:9-10)… been baptized (Mark 16:16)… and continued to be faithful (Acts 2:42, Rev. 2:10)? If not why not? Douglas R. Clark
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