Why have a plan of Salvation
Some question, why have a plan of Salvation? Further one should want to know what the plan of salvation is and how it is derived. 

Introduction:

God’s intent was for man to obey God’s will and live a peaceful and eternal life. What God wanted was for man to believe God’s word and obey God out of man’s own heart. That is, God wanted man to obey him in love. To do this, man was made a free moral agent. That is, God did not want a machine to love, obey and worship him out of constraint or forced obedience. God wanted man to believe, love and obey God through man’s own free will. Unfortunately, the serpent, the devil, beguiled Eve into believing him and the one commandment God gave man was broken: the eating of the forbidden fruit. By partaking of the fruit, man usurped his own will over God. In doing so he rebelled against God’s commandment. 

God had established a punishment for man’s transgression: death. If man was obedient, he would live forever and be blessed by God. If man broke the commandment, he would die. Adam and Eve were both aware of this commandment. Note the conversation between the serpent and Eve: “Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.” Genesis 3:1-3 (KJV)  
Satan, being good at what he does, tempted Eve to sin by denying God’s word: “And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.” Genesis 3:4-5 (KJV)  

Lies are the natural language of Satan. Jesus was contending with some unbelieving Jews and noted this attribute of the devil: “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father it is your will to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and standeth not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father thereof.” John 8:44 (ASV)  

Note that Jesus said the devil was a murderer from the beginning. In tempting and encouraging Eve to sin, he was tempting her to die. This was the first of the devil’s lies. Paul noted to those in Thessalonica how some would turn to Satan’s lies because they loved not the truth: “And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.” 2 Thes. 2:8-10 (KJV)  

Why note all of this?

Why note all of this? All of this is said to note man’s sin against God’s righteousness. Since man sinned and brought death upon himself, God made a way for man to be redeemed. Consider this thought: If one breaks a civil law, that one must redeem himself by obeying the civil court system and pay whatever fine or jail time that the law requires. If it is a county statute broken, one must go to a county court. If it is a Federal statute, one must go to a Federal court. Since man sinned against God, to obtain forgiveness, man must obey God’s plan of redemption. 
Again, why have a plan of Salvation?

We ask again: Why have a plan of Salvation? Because the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23). God does not want man to perish in his sins so God instituted a way for man’s redemption: A plan of Salvation. Many times’ this plan is shortened to a few “steps.” Instead, the Bible, from the fall to Adam to end of the book of Revelation is the plan of Salvation. The reason why the plan is shortened to only several steps is because God has done all that was needed to bring about the path of redemption. He has taught us about obedience and reward and disobedience and punishment in the Old Testament as well as the New Testament. He has taught us about sacrifice for atonement for sins in the Old Testament and how Christ was the perfect sacrifice for man’s redemption. The Old Testament is our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ (“Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.” Galatians 3:24 (KJV))

When we refer to the plan of Salvation we refer to man’s need of meeting the conditions God has set in place for man’s redemption. We must note God loves man and does not want man to perish in torment made for the devil and his angels. However, to obtain eternal life, just as Adam and Eve were required to obey God for physical life, mankind must faithfully love and obey God for eternal life. Therefore, we note without God’s love, grace and mercy, salvation would not be possible. 

The New Testament plan of Salvation

The New Testament plan of Salvation includes the following conditions man must meet for eternal life:

Hearing the word:
One must first hear the word. Today’s man must hear God’s word. No one in the New Testament was saved without first hearing the word of God. Paul notes the importance of hearing God’s word: “For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Romans 10:12-17 (KJV)  

Faith:
We must believe God’s word and be moved to obey it. The Hebrew writer notes: “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” Hebrews 11:6 (KJV)  

Jesus said: “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. Mark 16:16 (KJV)  

Repentance:
Easton’s 1897 Bible Dictionary gives this definition on repentance
REPENTANCE:  There are three Greek words used in the New Testament to denote repentance. 

(1.) The verb metamelomai is used of a change of mind, such as to produce regret or even remorse on account of sin, but not necessarily a change of heart. This word is used with reference to the repentance of Judas (Matthew 27:3).

(2.) Metanoeo, meaning to change one's mind and purpose, as the result of after knowledge. This verb, with (3.) the cognate noun metanoia, is used of true repentance, a change of mind and purpose and life, to which remission of sin is promised.

Evangelical repentance consists of (1) a true sense of one's own guilt and sinfulness; (2) an apprehension of God's mercy in Christ; (3) an actual hatred of sin (Psalm 119:128; Job 42:5-6; 2 Cor. 7:10) and turning from it to God; and (4) a persistent endeavor after a holy life in a walking with God in the way of his commandments.

The true penitent is conscious of guilt (Psalm 51:4, 9), of pollution (Psalm 51:5, 7, 10), and of helplessness (Psalm 51:11; Psalm 109:21-22). Thus he apprehends himself to be just what God has always seen him to be and declares him to be. But repentance comprehends not only such a sense of sin, but also an apprehension of mercy, without which there can be no true repentance (Psalm 51:1; Psalm 130:4).

 - - End- -

Obviously, one who wants to be saved will have to change the way they think and the way they act. God commands repentance: On the day of Pentecost, when Peter gave the first sermon, the New Testament records how the people responded: “Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2:37-38 (KJV)  

God demands all men to repent: “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 2 Peter 3:9 (KJV)  

Confession:
One must confess his faith before men. Jesus noted the importance of confession: “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.” Matthew 10:32-33 (KJV)  

Paul noted the importance of confession: “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” Romans 10:9-10 (KJV)  

Baptism:

Baptism is immersion in water. Jesus commanded baptism: “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” Mark 16:16 (KJV)  

The only operation of faith that is directly connected with forgiveness of sins is baptism. It is through this avenue that sins are removed and one dies to the old man and arises to the new man. Paul wrote: “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.” Romans 6:3-6 (KJV)  

Paul also wrote to the brethren in Colossi: “And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;” Col. 2:10-13 (KJV)  

One note is that all of these steps are commanded and essential to salvation. Without faith we cannot please God. Without hearing we have no basis for faith. Without repentance one would continue on a sinful path, thus immediately negating the forgiveness of sin and returning to condemnation. Without confession no admission of faith is made and Jesus will not confess our name before the Father in heaven. Without baptism there is no forgiveness of sin and man is still condemned of his sins. 
One final thought is the importance of continuing on a path of righteousness. We see this in the early church: “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.” Acts 2:41-42 (KJV)  

One could also note the letters written by the apostle Paul to the various congregations of the Lord’s church and also to Timothy and Titus. All instruct the people to leave sin and unrighteousness and follow Christ in spirit and truth. 

Romans 6:23 (ASV)  

    For the wages of sin is death; but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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