Simply from the Scriptures

from the Church of Christ in Richmond Indiana
When is one saved?
The important question to answer is, when is one saved? I note this because we talk about “steps” in the “plan of salvation.” Usually we say the steps are hearing, believing, repenting, confessing and being baptized. At this time, one’s sins are removed, they are added to the church and their name is written in the book of life in heaven. Should they die or should Christ return, they would have a home in heaven. Scriptures to note are: for hearing and believing, Romans 10:17; repentance and baptism, Acts 2:38; faith and baptism, Mark 16:16; and for confession and faith, Romans 10:9. This is how one obtains salvation. I do note there are other passages concerning man’s salvation, but these are the basic few that we normally mention. This is not the stopping point. One is to continue in Christ (Acts 2:46), cease from sin (Romans 6), grow in grace and knowledge of the Lord (2 Peter 3:18), and to do good works (Matthew 5:16, Ephesians 2:10). (Please note all of these passages.)
This is also not the entire plan of Salvation. When someone asks us about the plan of salvation, we usually begin here because much of the plan of salvation preceded our time. The above mentioned passages and thoughts refer to what man must do to have salvation. God has extended grace and mercy to sinful man so through man’s obedience to the gospel, man can be saved. When Adam sinned, many things had to happen for man’s salvation. God had to educate man concerning righteousness and unrighteousness, obedience and disobedience, sin, guilt, sacrifice and atonement. Man needed prepared for what God was going to do for him. Man needed to learn about selection, that is the difference between the saved man and the lost man. He needed to show us how one would receive a reward and the other punishment. The entire Old Testament is our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ. Paul notes this to the Galatian brethren, “But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.” 
(Galatians 3:23-24 (KJV)  

I sometimes feel the entire plan of salvation is sometimes minimized to the ‘steps’ mentioned above. We also sometimes neglect to mention God’s love, grace and mercy that are bestowed upon man. Everyone is given the opportunity to obey God’s word and receive eternal salvation. God would have everyone to be saved: “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 
(2 Peter 3:9 (KJV)

Although grace is extended and man is commanded to obey, not every man acts upon the opportunity, so many are lost.
Back to the steps

I wish to go back to the ‘steps’ to salvation as introduced above and their relevance to man’s salvation. If you note, many of the steps are entwined. This is because salvation is not one act, but the combination of all acts. However, there is only one act that is directly connected to the removal of sins: baptism. Nonetheless, baptism alone will not save. None of these mentioned acts of faith will save standing alone. Faith alone will not save. Repentance alone will not save. Confession alone does not save. None of man’s God required conditions will save on their own. Many believe that faith alone saves. The scriptures teach contrary to this. James gives a good lesson on faith and works: “Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only. Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way? For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.” (James 2:17-26 (KJV)
Note in verse nineteen what James writes, “Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.” Will devils be saved because of their faith? No. It is not one step or act of faith that saves, but all must be instituted to save. 
Human logic can intercede for us to know this. Would one confess that Jesus is the Christ, if they have never heard of him or his gospel? No. Paul wrote the Romans concerning such. He works this thought ‘backwards,’  “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?” (Romans 10:9-14 (KJV)  

His summary is usually quoted: “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” (Romans 10:17 (KJV)

Therefore, since faith is necessary, one must learn or hear of Jesus prior to obedience. One who was baptized without knowledge of why he was baptized would not be saved. Truth denies anything less. One is not saved by faith alone and one is not saved by baptism alone. 

Human logic

Human logic aids us in understanding how man’s part of salvation occurs. In studying the scriptures and as noted in Romans, chapter ten, those who responded to the gospel, first heard the gospel. Upon hearing, one believes or disbelieves. Those who do not believe obviously will not respond. The one who believes, will realize their sins separate them from the Lord and so they will repent of their sins. This means they realize they were walking a sinful path that was leading to perdition and will now follow the path of Christ. This brings us to confession. Those who believe will obviously confess their belief as commanded in the New Testament. We have now covered the first four ‘steps’ to salvation. 

I use the word ‘steps’ as a metaphor. It is as though we are walking through a room to enter another room. The more steps we take, the closer to the next room we get, however we do not enter the room until the final step is taken. If one takes the first three steps towards a room that is five steps away, is their journey complete? No. The journey is not completed until one takes that final step through the door and enters the room. One may hear the word, believe the word and repent of their sins, but they are not saved. Why? Because the journey is not completed. One may hear, believe, repent and confess, but not forgiven of their sins. Why? Because they lack the one act of faith that is associated with the removal of sins: baptism. 
Baptism

Some religions believe that baptism is a work and since it is a work, it cannot be a part of the plan of salvation. This is incorrect. If we were to be technical, we could look to the Bible and study the passages concerning baptism and find that the Bible never defines baptism as a work. It is man who believes baptism is a work. If we held man to his belief, that anything defined as a work cannot be a part of the plan of salvation, we could turn to John 6:29, and find that Jesus defines faith as a work. Note what the people ask and what Jesus replies, “Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.” 
(John 6:28-29 (KJV)  

Jesus clearly defines faith as a work. Therefore, by some men’s teaching, one cannot believe in Jesus to be saved, for faith is a work. This is the failing of men and their uninspired logic. The problem lies in the confusion between the Old Law and the New Law. That is, the Law of Moses and the Law of Christ. In studying the New Testament, one finds the Jews trying to bind parts of the Old Law upon the Gentiles, prior to them becoming Christians. Specifically, the act of circumcision. The Jews felt one must first obey the Law of Moses prior to obeying Christ. This is not true. This was a great problem in the first century. The apostles spent a great amount of time teaching that one is not justified through works (of the Law). Herein is the problem. The word, “works” refers to the works of the Old Law. Modern man reads passages such as Romans, chapter four, and believes that one needs only to have “faith.” These two words, “words” and “faith” are a “synecdoche.” Merriam-Webster defines: A figure of speech in which a part is used for the whole (as hand for sailor).” As the application noted in the definition, the captain of the ship commands, “All hands on deck.” However, he is commanding everyone on the ship to report to the deck. A practical application for us would be when we pray for the Lord to “bless the hands that prepared this food.” The hands are to represent the whole person. 

As noted above, the word, “works” refers to the keeping of the Old Law. The word “faith” refers to the Law of Christ. As noted, in the first century some of the Jews thought that justification came through the works of the law. When Paul wrote to the Galatians, he dealt with this doctrine. Someone was incorrectly teaching the Galatians that one must first be circumcised to be saved. Paul wrote, “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.” (Galatians 2:16 (KJV)

If we study the Old Testament we find the Old Law was a law of works. Circumcision and sacrifices were parts of that law. When the kingdom of God was established on the day of Pentecost in Acts, chapter two, the Old Law was taken out of the way and no part of it is any longer in force. Much of the time, when a reference is made to “works” in the presence of “faith” the writer is differentiating between the works of the Old Law and the faith we have in Christ. It is the confusion that “works” refers to baptism that men stumble over. Baptism is never defined as a work. Baptism is an essential part of man’s salvation. Jesus commanded it, the apostles commanded it and the first century teachers of Christ commanded it.

Jesus commanded, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” (Mark 16:16 (KJV)  

The apostles commanded it, “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:38 (KJV)  

The first century teacher of Christ, Ananias, who was sent to teach Saul, who would later become the apostle Paul, commanded him to be baptized, “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” (Acts 22:16 (KJV)  

We can go one step back and note John the Baptist, who was to prepare the way for Christ, taught baptism for the repentance of sins. “In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey. Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan, And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.” (Matthew 3:1-6 (KJV)  

Steps to Salvation

When we look to the plan of Salvation much of it preceded us. When we look to man’s part of God’s plan of salvation, as designed and described in the New Testament, one must hear, believe, repent, confess, be baptized, and continue in the doctrine and commandments of Christ. When we say the “steps of salvation” we refer to these separate parts that must all be completed for one to be saved. A man who is baptized but does not believe will not be saved. No unbeliever will enter heaven Revelation 21:8. One who is baptized, but does not repent, thus continuing on a sinful path will not be saved. This man confesses that he knows Christ, but lies by not keeping the commandments (1 John 2:3-4). No liar will enter heaven, Revelation 21:8. One who believes, but is not baptized will not be saved Mark 16:16. All of the ‘steps’ are necessary. 

This is why the passages mentioned earlier, that link faith & confession, faith and baptism…(see the first paragraph of this study for reference) are co-joined with the word, “and.” In language when two words are joined with the word “and” the word that follows is as essential as the word that proceeds the “and.” In the passage, “repent and be baptized,” baptism is as important as repentance (Acts 2:38). We are told to “confess….and believe…” (Romans 10:9)  Confession is as essential as believing. This interlinking word, “and” plays a significant part in our salvation. All steps are essential. 
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