Simply from the Scriptures

from the Church of Christ in Richmond Indiana
Melchisedec
Although there is little written on Melchisedec, what is written is interesting and important. 
The Hebrew writer notes in his book how Jesus is superior to Moses. The writer notes Jesus is superior in person, works, law and sacrifice. He also notes that Jesus’ priesthood is superior to the priesthood of Aaron. All of this is important to the Jews as they consider leaving the Law of Moses to be converted to Christ. In his book, the writer notes some things about Melchisedec. We should take a moment and examine what the writer says. 

The first lesson

The first lesson on Melchisedec comes from the weak spiritual condition of the Hebrew writer’s audience. He desired to instruct them about Melchisedec, but his audience was too spiritually immature to learn all the writer had to say, “Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” (Hebrews 5:11-14 (KJV)  

This application to us is, if we are too spiritually weak to learn the more difficult things, how can we be effective teachers to non-Christians? We must learn so we can teach others. Paul instructed Timothy: “And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.” 
(2 Tim. 2:2 (KJV)  

How can a weak teacher teach effectively? He or she cannot. We must mature spiritually in knowledge and wisdom to teach others about Christ. Consider the outcome of such a situation from Jesus, “Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.” (Matthew 15:14)  

As a side note, I do not have space to print all the scriptures have to say about Melchisedec. Please take a moment to familiarize yourself with him by reading Genesis, chapter fourteen and Hebrews, chapter five and seven. 
Our introduction to Melchisedec:
We first learn of Melchisedec in Genesis, chapter fourteen. It is the time when a handful of kings attacked Sodom and Gomorrah and carried off the goods of those cities along with Abram’s nephew, Lot. When Abram (Abraham) learned of this he pursued the kings and defeated them, bringing back Lot and the goods that were taken. The scriptures note the events as he returned, “And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after his return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and of the kings that were with him, at the valley of Shaveh, which is the king's dale. And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the most high God. And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth: And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all.” (Genesis 14:17-20 (KJV)  

Although this is only few verses in the book of Genesis, it is part of the manifold wisdom of God to introduce us to Melchisedec. The outcome and impact of this meeting seems to be so great that it cannot be just a chance happening. Melchisedec would be noted later in the Bible to describe the type of Messiah that would fulfill God’s plan. Melchisedec was a king and the priest of the most high God. Jesus is not a king and priest of the most high God, but is the King of kings and Lord of lords and the high Priest of the most high God.
When we consider Melchisedec and Abraham we note a difference: Melchisedec was a priest to the most high God and Abram was called the friend of God (it is said of Abraham in James 2:23). The Hebrew writer would note a difference between the two men, “But without any dispute the less is blessed of the better.” (Hebrews 7:7 (ASV)  

In short, the Hebrew writer is telling the difference between the two men as, Melchisedec  is the greater of the two men. This should awe the Hebrews because of their regard to their, “father Abraham.” The Hebrew writer must establish the legitimacy of Melchisedec’s priesthood since the Messiah would be appointed to this priesthood and would not be of the priesthood of Aaron. 

As a note concerning the meeting place of Melchisedec and Abraham, it was not known to them as yet that Jerusalem would eventually be a key city of Biblical events. In a psalm of Asaph, an important prophecy would occur: “In Judah is God known: HHHis name is great in Israel. In Salem also is his tabernacle, And his dwelling-place in Zion.” (Psalm 76:1-2 (ASV)
Jesus was of the tribe of Judah. Salem would be the eventual site of the Temple built by Solomon. It is at this point that we see the wisdom of God and the fulfillment of prophecy. Living in today’s time we have the advantage of ‘hind sight.’ Those in the time of the Old Testament went to their graves with only the prophecy and a few sentences in the book of Genesis concerning a priest-king named, “Melchisedec.” David would also include a note about the Messiah to come, “Jehovah hath sworn, and will not repent: Thou art a priest for ever After the order of Melchizedek.” (Psalm 110:4 (ASV)  

Consider for now these facts about Melchisedec: 
1) He was a priest for the most high God
2) He was the king of Salem
3) His priesthood ordained of God 

4) His priesthood preceded that of Aaron

5) He was greater than Abraham
6) The Messiah would be of the priesthood of Melchisedec

Another interesting thought concerning Melchisedec and Christ is a ‘common title.’ Of Melchisedec, the Hebrew writer says, “to whom also Abraham divided a tenth part of all (being first, by interpretation, King of righteousness, and then also King of Salem, which is King of peace;” (Hebrews 7:2 (ASV)  

Of the Messiah, Isaiah wrote, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting

Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6 (ASV)  

We need to be reminded the things in the Old Testament are a shadow of things to come. 
Melchisedec “…without father, without mother

It is here that some have trouble understanding what is written of Melchisedec: “…without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like unto the Son of God), abideth a priest continually.” 

(Hebrews 7:3 (ASV)  

The problem lies when people do not consider the other passages in the Bible or when they fail in reasoning why this might be worded as such. The point being made is, the ancestry and descendants of Melchisedec are not important to his appointment as priest and king. Consider the phrase of today’s time, “He’s a nobody.” Does this mean the person does not really exist? No, it means his lineage, person and descendants are of no concern or of any consequence. 

When we consider what Jesus was to his first century society, one could almost make the same observation. Although he was of the house of David, and from the tribe of Judah, through both Mary and Joseph, he was not considered to be of any noble lineage. Consider: here was the Messiah, of the tribe of Judah, of the house of David, fulfilling the prophecies of the Old Testament, yet very few gave him any regard because he was to them a ‘nobody.’ He did not descend from a prominent family, nor was he a Levite. Therefore, how could he be a priest and king?

Speaking on Melchisedec, Matthew Henry notes the similitude of Jesus and Melchisedec and this particular passage in his commentary, “Nothing is recorded as to the beginning or end of his life; thus he typically resembled the Son of God, whose existence is from everlasting to everlasting, who had no one that was before him, and will have no one come after him, in his priesthood.”

Without going into a great dissertation, all it means is, his lineage is of no great concern nor are his descendents.

Consider the problems created by some if they knew the lineage of Melchisedec. Many would consider being of the lineage of Melchisedec greater than being of the lineage of Abraham. Sometimes we see the wisdom of God in the silence of the scriptures. What is important is the establishment of Melchisedec’s priesthood and kingship compared to Jesus. Melchisedec was like Christ: A priest and king appointed by God. Further, he was greater than “father Abraham,” Moses and Aaron. Therefore as prophesied, Jesus comes from a higher order than the Levitical priesthood.

The Messiah… not only a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek, but also a king

When David wrote the 110th Psalm, he made a note about Melchisedec and the Messiah: The Messiah would be a priest after the order of Melchisedec. Therefore, the Jews, scribes, priests, Pharisees… should have known that when the Messiah came, he would not be of the tribe of Levi. “The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool. The Lord shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine enemies. Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth. The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.” (Psalm 110:1-4 (KJV)  

It was prophesied the one whose name is THE BRANCH, would be a king/priest.

Zech. 6:12-13 (KJV)

And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the Lord: Even he shall build the temple of the Lord; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them both. 

Jesus is that branch “And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord;… [10] And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.” (Isaiah 11:1-2, 10 (KJV)  

From Zion and Jerusalem…

Isaiah prophesied about what would happen in the last days: “The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” (Isaiah 2:1-3 (KJV)  

This prophecy tells when the change in the law would come: in the last days. The law would no longer be from Mt. Sinai, but Jerusalem (Zion). Oddly, where did Melchisedec and Abram meet? Outside of Jerusalem. If the Hebrews had matured spiritually, I have no doubt that the Hebrew writer would have enlightened us more about Jesus and Melchisedec.

One item of interest…

One interesting note about something that Melchisedec did… In the Bible we find various evidences of divine guidance. There are what I call ‘undesigned coincidences.’ One such is David when he fought Goliath. The note here is, why did David pick up five smooth stones when he was running to fight Goliath? If the Old Testament is poetry or fiction it would have made David more courageous to pick up only one stone. However, the Bible records five smooth stones. Later in second Samuel, chapter twenty-one we find four other giants of Goliath’s family. Were they present the day David killed Goliath? If so, was David preparing to strike them dead also? No one really knows, but it is an odd coincidence.

There is an application here with Jesus and Melchisedec. At the last supper, Jesus took the bread and wine to institute the Lord’s Supper (Matthew 26:26-29). Note what Melchisedec gave Abraham to refresh him, “And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the most high God.” (Genesis 14:18 (KJV)  

It may seem trivial, but it is interesting that Melchisedec brought forth bread and wine. It makes one consider the wisdom of God and the continuity of the scriptures. 
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