Simply from the Scriptures

from the Church of Christ in Richmond Indiana
I have sinned. Now what do I do?

As much as men seek eternal life, they realize they have sinned. Their knowledge of their sin is probably the motivational factor for their search of eternal life. Unfortunately, there are too many false religious institutions that teach their particular view of what one must do to be saved. If men are to be saved, they must submit to the will of God and not the will of man. Only God can show the path out of sin. Therefore, men must submit to God. Jeremiah noted: “O Lord, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps.” (Jeremiah 10:23 (KJV)  

This brings out an action many would rather forgo: studying the scriptures. Nothing can replace one’s personal study of the Bible. Men are instructed to study the Bible to learn how to rightly divide it: “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” (2 Tim. 2:15 (KJV)  

In today’s’ time, this is not the accepted choice. Our society has encumbered itself with ‘time saving’ gadgets and it seeks the same when it comes to the word of God. People want to read a shortened thesis of the scriptures rather than studying the Bible for their own enlightenment. As a proof, one quick visit to the local bookstore will prove this with the advent of books such as “The Bible for Dummies.” To find the truth, one cannot accept the shortened attempt to bring enlightenment to those who seek a shallow knowledge of the scriptures. To have true faith and to obey God aright, one must study the Bible on their own so they can experience the truth and not someone’s personal views. Many want to be told what to do to be saved, by a preacher or minister rather than opening the Bible and reading it for themselves. This can lead to a horrible end. Twice in the book of Proverbs, is  a warning. “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” (Proverbs 14:12 (KJV)
“There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” (Proverbs 16:25 (KJV)  

Do not think I am advocating not attending worship services, gospel meetings, Bible classes or any other such Bible approved method to hear and learn the scriptures. However, I am advocating while attending such events that one should open their Bibles and follow along with the teacher to learn book, chapter, verse and application. This will also expose false teachers. It is our duty to ‘try the spirits’ to see if the minister is professing Christ or his personal  views  (‘try  the  spirits’  is  from  1  John  4:1).  Consider  a  quick  application. Mark 16:16 reads, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” (KJV) 
The man of God will teach one must have faith and be baptized for salvation. The false teacher will do as the devil did in the Garden of Eden: add words to the command of God. The false teacher will say, “first you believe and are saved, then you are baptized as an outward profession of your faith.”  Is this what Mark 16:16, from the words of Jesus, teach? If you did not have your Bible opened to the passage, you would be inclined to believe whatever you have heard. This is the importance for you to study the Bible.

I have sinned, now what do I do?

We return to the question, “I have sinned, now what do I do?” The answer is the same, study the Bible. No, salvation does not come from knowing the Bible as a book, but finding within it the path to salvation. Children can recite the books of the Bible, the names of the twelve sons of Israel and recount events of the Bible such as Adam & Eve, Noah, David and Goliath, Sodom & Gomorrah, the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus, but does this mean they have a working knowledge of salvation? No. The Bible is more than isolated events. It is a culmination of all Biblical events. In studying the Bible, one’s personal knowledge and faith is increased. Paul notes that faith is a product of hearing, “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” (Romans 10:17 (KJV)  

Understand God is love

Many trust in the knowledge that God is love. This is a true statement and is found in the scriptures. “And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.” (1 John 4:16 (KJV)  

The passage so often seen in public notes the extent of God’s love, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.” (John 3:16-17 (KJV)  

This love has extended God’s grace so man has a way to be redeemed from his sins. The price for man’s redemption is not of silver or gold, but the blood of Jesus Christ: “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you, Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God.” (1 Peter 1:18-21 (KJV)  

Does this mean that all one needs is the love of God to be saved? No. It means one must obey the gospel and meet the conditions God has established in his love for man. If one knows  the  account of Noah and the flood, one can understand how salvation works today (1 Peter 3:21). Consider, in Noah’s time mankind had sinned to the extent that  men’s  imaginations  and  thoughts were continually evil (Gen. 6:5). Only Noah was found to be righteous (Gen. 6:9). The Lord, seeing Noah and his righteousness extended grace to Noah to spare Noah from the death of the flood (Genesis 6:8). A flood specifically designed to punish sinful man (Genesis 6: 13, 17). Noah believed God and obeyed the conditions God gave Noah for salvation (Hebrews 11:7). When the waters came, sinful man died and Noah was the recipient of a new world (Genesis 8:13-19). 

The same voice that committed the waters to condemn the old world will one day pronounce the end of this earth by fire, “Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. (Text, 2 Peter 3:1-7  excerpt 2 Peter 3:6-7 (KJV)

However, man can be saved because God loves man, he has extended his grace to sinful man (Ephes. 2:4-10). This means one must obey the gospel and meet the conditions God has established (Matthew 7:21-23). Man must submit to God’s righteousness (Romans 10:2-3). Man must  come  to  the knowledge of the truth. Jesus said, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  (John 8:32 (KJV)  

If you have never obeyed the gospel, it is time to start learning the truth. Judgment is coming. The Hebrew writer tells us: “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:” (Hebrews 9:27 (KJV)  

Do not trust the sun to come up tomorrow. Learn and obey today before it is eternally too late. The apostle Paul quoted Isaiah 49:8, saying, “For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” (2 Cor. 6:2)
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