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When it comes to life and death, with whom is your agreement?
When it comes to life and death, with whom is your agreement? The children of Israel had been resistant to God’s word. They felt they had an agreement with death, that is the hardship to come: “Wherefore hear the word of Jehovah, ye scoffers, that rule this people that is in Jerusalem: Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with Sheol are we at agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us; for we have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid ourselves: therefore thus saith the Lord Jehovah, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner -stone of sure foundation: he that believeth shall not be in haste. And I will make justice the line, and righteousness the plummet; and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding-place. And your covenant with death shall be annulled, and your agreement with Sheol shall not stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden down by it.” Isaiah 28:14-18 (ASV)  

Although it was prophesied that hardship was coming, the Israelites thought they would not suffer much from its effects. In their words, they had made, “a covenant with death.” Sometimes in the Old Testament, people relied upon other nations to protect them. That is, if the submitted to the ruler of a stronger nation and paid tribute (taxes) that nation would protect them. Israel was in such a state in the time of Isaiah. Note this passage: “Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help, and rely on horses, and trust in chariots because they are many, and in horsemen because they are very strong, but they look not unto the Holy One of Israel, neither seek Jehovah!” 
Isaiah 31:1 (ASV)  

Isaiah continued to say: “Now the Egyptians are men, and not God; and their horses flesh, and not spirit: and when Jehovah shall stretch out his hand, both he that helpeth shall stumble, and he that is helped shall fall, and they all shall be consumed together.” Isaiah 31:3 (ASV)  

This is the same problem with some people today who trust in their own agreements with death. They feel they have a “personal relationship with God.” They trust in faith alone. They fail at reading the Bible because there are simply “better things” to do with their time. They know, “God is love” so if they love God, he will love them and save them although they never obeyed his word. Some put their faith in men and not the Bible. I am amazed at so many who believe every wind of doctrine and take false hope in men’s words rather than God’s word. The proof of their failure is in their   doctrine.   I  was  once  told  I  am  a  false  teacher  because I teach that baptism is essential to salvation. According to the individual,  there  was  no  argument  to  make  because she  knew I was wrong. She would not debate the scriptures because of what she  had  been  told.  This  is the black plague of religious society, “I know I am right. It does not matter what the Bible says because I know I am right.” 
One cannot rely on an agreement with death…the final judgment
We cannot be like the Israelites and think we have an agreement with death. That is, somehow we do not need to read, study, believe and obey the gospel. God will save us through some other means.  In consideration of the hardship Israel faced, let us acknowledge the hardship awaiting all of mankind. After this life all men will eventually stand before God in final judgment. The Hebrew writer makes this statement: “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:” Hebrews 9:27 (KJV)  

Paul wrote: “But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.” Romans 14:10-12 (KJV)  

No one will miss this event. No one will be allowed entrance to heaven without going before God’s judgment seat. The hardship comes for the unbelieving and unfaithful after being condemned for their hard and disobedient heart in the form of eternal torment that is actually prepared for the devils and his angels. In a parable about the second coming and the judgment, Jesus makes this statement about the condemned: “Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:” Matthew 25:41 (KJV)
We must all face the judgment. To enter heaven one must be found as a faithful and obedient servant. One cannot make an agreement with death in such manner as to be excluded from the final judgment that faces all men. 

We have made an agreement with “Egypt”
One cannot expect to be saved if they have made an agreement with “another god.” Being Americans we forget there are other religions based on other “gods.” In actuality anything we place our trust in that is not the God in heaven is another god. I make this statement noting there are no other gods, but the gods men make in their hearts. Salvation is such a serious issue that all should be searching for the God. Paul said those in Athens were “superstitious.” That is, too religious. They were so concerned about religion that they feared overlooking a god so they had a temple to the “unknown god.” Note what Paul said of God: “God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us: For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.” 
Acts 17:24-28 (KJV)  

This thought of one nation can go back to the points made about the coming kingdom: “And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” 
Isaiah 2:2-3 (KJV)
If the point needs to be put in one statement, we can turn to the words of Peter as he stood before the council: “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” 
Acts 4:12 (KJV)  

Do not think you have an agreement with death. The agreement needs to be made with life, not death. The only way to escape death is through life in Jesus Christ. Your salvation is your most serious goal in life. If you do not live with Christ now, you will not live with him in eternity.
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Proverbs 28:14

Happy is the man that feareth alway: but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief
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John 6:63

It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.
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