Simply from the Scriptures
from the Church of Christ in Richmond Indiana
What more does mankind need than the Bible?
There is a question everyone must ask themselves, “What more does mankind need than the Bible?” I note this because certain religious institutions claim to understand the Bible, one must read and study their material. I do not speak in terms of concordances or dictionaries but denominational books that instruct one to learn things contrary to the Bible. Has God given us a Bible that is incomplete? No. Peter wrote: “Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ: Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.” 2 Peter 1:1-4 (KJV)  

Paul’s insistence to the Galatians about there being only one gospel also tells us man needs nothing else. We could also cite Jude’s instruction: “Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.” 
Jude 1:3 (KJV)  

Man does not need anything more than the Bible to come to the knowledge and truth that leads to eternal life. Unfortunately, as mentioned earlier, man’s additional books lead people astray and  teach  them  to  adamantly deny the truth of the scriptures. I note baptism as an example. Take the simplest of scriptures that teach the necessity of baptism. These are the words of Jesus: “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” 
Mark 16:16 (KJV)  

How is one saved: “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved…” I have heard this passage explained: “First you believe and are saved, then you are baptized as an outward show of an inward change.” Is this what the passage says? No. Only someone whose mind has been convinced to believe this would believe the passage reads such. Consider this passage: “Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2:37-38 (KJV)  

This passage is explained, “Upon repentance one is saved and is later baptized as an outward show of their inward change.” One bulletin noted, “This passage says nothing about baptism being essential for salvation…” How can one come to such a conclusion? With help. With help from whom? There are other passages to note. One such passage is from Paul’s epistle to the Colossians: “And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;” Col. 2:10-13 (KJV)  

Where does the old man die and the new man arise? In baptism. Is baptism all that is needed for salvation? No. To teach that would be to incorrectly divide the scriptures. Paul told Timothy, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 2 Tim. 2:15 (KJV)  

We know that one must first hear the gospel so faith can be produced (Romans 10:17). The passages mentioned earlier teach that faith and repentance are also needed. We also know one must confess that Jesus is the Christ (Romans 10:19). One must also not draw back and fall into perdition: “Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul.” Hebrews 10:38-39 (KJV)  

Some of the institutions teach one cannot fall from grace. This too is not from the holy scriptures. 

These afore mentioned “religious books” also add to the scriptures. They teach that one is to, “accept Jesus into their heart and pray this prayer…” This, they say, brings about forgiveness of sin. Is this true? There are two places these books go for their authority: the thief on the cross and the parable of the Pharisee and the publican. First the thief on the cross died during the Mosaic Dispensation. If Christ wanted to take him to paradise, that was perfectly acceptable. However, we live during the Christian Dispensation and the law has changed. The law of Moses been nailed to the cross (Colossians 2:14). If one reads the book of Hebrews they learn everything has changed: the priesthood, sacrifice… and that the Old Law is no longer in effect. One cannot be saved in this dispensation as under the Mosaic Dispensation. As for the parable of the Pharisee and the publican, Luke 18:9-14, it was to teach us about humility and not trust in our own self-righteousness. Jesus notes the reason for the parable: “And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others:” Luke 18:9 (KJV)  

The parable says nothing about the removal of sin. Teaching this parable tells us to pray for forgiveness is improperly (wrongfully) dividing the scriptures. 
Trusting books that are written by uninspired men is dangerous. Regardless if accidental or intentional, men teach what they want taught. The Jews had changed the Law of Moses by teaching their traditions. The idea of the tradition was to keep the law. However, by the time of Christ, they taught the traditions over the commandments of God. This was not acceptable. Jesus noted their error: “Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but

their heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.” 

Matthew 15:7-9 (KJV)

God has given us all we need to have eternal life. Let us not give up God’s word for men’s doctrines. “And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.” 1 John 3:24 (KJV) - Douglas R. Clark
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Proverbs 28:14: Happy is the man that feareth alway: but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief 

