Simply from the Scriptures
from the Church of Christ in Richmond Indiana
September 16, 2007

(Continuing the study on interpreting the book of Revelation)

6. The book is not in chronological order

As with some books of the Bible, the book of Revelation is not written in chronological order. Rather the bulk of the book deals with the same events. 

Event symbolized
Chapters
The revelation of the event
Seven Seals 

6-7

Revealing God’s plan

Seven Trumpets
8-15

Announcing God’s plan

Seven Bowls

16-20

Pouring out God’s plan


That is, first, the revealing of the plan. Second, the announcing of the plan. Third, the plan occurring. 

Many fail to understand the book because it is not written in perfect chronological order. 

7. Understanding the symbolism  



comparing Daniel to Revelation

The book of Revelation is filled with symbolic events and characters. If one incorrectly interprets the symbolism the theme of the book is distorted. Note the things prophesied in Daniel that were fulfilled in the first century: 

Prophesied





Fulfilled
Daniel 7:
Noted theme



Revelation

Vs 3

Beasts from sea are world empires
13:1



of Daniel 2





Vs 7

10 horns are 10 kings


13:1

Vs 8

speaks pompous words

13:1, 5

Vs 10

1000 worshipping before the throne
5:11

Vs 9, 22, 26
Heavenly court judges Rome

11:15-19

Vs 21, 25
Persecute the saints for a set time
11:2; 12:6, 14;








13:1-6

Vs 26-27
Saints inherit kingdom

11:20

In chapter twelve we are introduced to several personages. If these are misinterpreted, the book loses all sense to its readers. This is especially true if we try to give them twenty or twenty-first century people. If we examine the book with the personages listed below, we find the message to the first century saints:

Dragon




Satan

Woman



“Israel”

The ‘rest’ of the woman’s seed

Christians

Man-Child



Christ

Michael



Angel that fights the Dragon 

Sea Beast



Emperors of Rome 

Land Beast



Priesthood of the pagan cult

Lamb




Christ

144,000



The saved, the redeemed of 






God

Knowing the identity of these personages assists in understanding the book. Changing these identities to fit beyond Rome and the early church distorts the interpretation and gives neither comfort nor understanding to the first century saints.

8. The “antichrist”

Many fear the coming of the antichrist. John teaches the anti-Christ was already present in his time. (See 1 John 2:18, 22; 4:3; and 2 John 1:7)

According to the Bible, the antichrist is anyone who denies that Jesus has come into the world. In the time of John there was a group of people known as, “Gnostics.” The word Gnostic, comes from the Greek word, “gnosis,” which means: knowledge. They believed that superior knowledge was limited to their group. They believed that all matter is evil and therefore God could not dwell in a human body because God is holy and righteous. These were some of the people denying that God had come in the flesh: Jesus the Christ. Many teach the antichrist is yet to come, but the Bible teaches the antichrist was already present in the first century.

9. The Battle of Armageddon Rev. 16:16-19 

Since this is the time of the pouring out of the bowls, this battle was to take place during the destruction of Rome. As great as Rome was, it could not defeat the children of God: Christians. Too many times, the battle of Armageddon is blown out of proportion and made some mystical battle of great size. If we look to what the book of Revelation says of it, three verses, we realize it is not so mystical, but simply part of the fall of Rome. 

Battles in the Middle East

Are today’s battles in the Middle East a countdown to Armageddon? There have been battles in the Middle East for over four thousand years. This is a place of constant unrest and because of the people, continues to be a place of unrest. We must honestly admit that it would be more of a miracle for the Middle East to be at peace than at war.

Revelation Numbers:

As we read the book of Revelation we must remember what is written is in coded language. Sometimes the number used is not a number for a physical count, but a representation of completeness or incompleteness:

2
indicates courage and strength

3
divinity

3½
incompleteness, imperfection, it is “7” cut in half - the 


expression “at time, times & time & a half” indicate the


 same thing also “42 months” and “a thousand, two 


hundred & three score days” all indicate incompleteness

4
the world in which we live

6
a bad omen

7
ancient people regarded the number 7 as the perfect


number (3+4)

10
human completeness

12
among Hebrews was the organized religion of the world 


(3x4) - this number is reduplicated until the number 


144,000

1000
ultimate completeness & perfection

The Mark of the Beast

People have also debated the ‘mark’ mentioned in verses sixteen and seventeen. Presently (in the first century) it looked advantageous to have the mark of the beast. Without it man could not buy or sell unless he had the mark. There is little doubt that each generation has its own idea concerning this mark. We are also introduced to the number of the beast; 666. Because men want to be able to identify the beast, many ideas and formulas have been worked. Some note that 666 is imperfection as opposed to 777. Some of the more popular identities are: the Pope, John Knox, Martin Luther, Napoleon, Adolph Hitler… 

Someone came up with this idea: Consider; if A=100, B=101, C=102… when you add up H + I + T + L + E + R it equals “666.” This would be impressive because at the time the whole world was at war! However,  it was not the time of Revelation. As mentioned, there are many other men who have been identified through combinations of numbers. It is also believed this number represents Nero. What we must accept is  regardless, this beast is the arch enemy of the church. (I remember in the 1970’s someone thought the “VI” on the VISA credit card was a part of the mark of the beast!) God has given us his word so we can understand it. What we must do is take the time to read and study. 

Douglas R. Clark

*Some of the material of these two bulletins was from a 2002 study series by Wayne Goforth in The Preceptor, January-September. 
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Schedule of Services:

Sunday Morning:

 Classes:

   9:30 am




Worship Service:

  10:30 am

Sunday Evening:
Worship Service:

   6:00 pm

Wednesday Evening: 
Classes & Invitation

   7:00 pm

Questions, Comments call or write.
       
  765-935-2911
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