Simply from the Scriptures

from the Church of Christ in Richmond Indiana

Sometimes we need to stop and remember what it took for our salvation. Maybe we might want to rethink our proirities:

 “AREN’T WE LUCKY?”

BY JOHN SMITH

Aren’t we lucky that….

…it wasn’t too hot or too cold for Jesus to carry His cross to 


Calvary’s Hill that fateful Friday morning?

…unexpected company or family from out of town didn’t show 


up  so that Jesus was unable to keep His appointment 


with death and sacrifice for our sins?

…Jesus didn’t have some other plans for the weekend during 


which He was to die so that I might live?

…the events of the week didn’t leave Jesus too tired to meet 


with His disciples Thursday evening and then travel on 


to His rendezvous with the executioner?

…Jesus was experiencing good health so that He didn’t have to 


excuse Himself from service because He wasn’t feeling 


the best?

…Heaven’s throne has a comfortable seat so that Jesus doesn’t 


tire of sitting on God’s right hand making intercession 


for us?

…Jesus favorite civic organization or hobby club didn’t have 


some sort of activity planned so that He just couldn’t find 


the time to pray in the garden, stand trial, or take on 


Himself our punishment?

…the commitment of Jesus was far greater than many of those 


who claim to follow Him today?

Honestly folks, aren’t most of our excuses for not attending services pretty lame?  Don’t most of them manifest a selfish attitude?  Would we really feel comfortable standing at the foot of the cross and telling these excuses to the Savior as He gasped for breath?  When we excuse ourselves from other activities of the local church, whether they be the studies during a Gospel Meeting, a Friday night singing or Bible study, or opening our home to a visiting preacher or other guests, do we exhibit a lack of commitment and willingness to sacrifice for the Lord?

Yes, we are indeed lucky that the love of Jesus is greater than our love for Him, that His patience is more enduring than ours, that His dedication to a selfless service is more intense than ours, that His willingness to pay the price of service and sacrifice is more profound than ours.

If indeed we are the disciples (followers and imitators) of Jesus, then we should be striving for greater service, deeper sacrifice, and more abounding work.  Jesus did not live His earthly existence according to some minimum standard of service. Instead, He always went an extra mile and sought to do all that He could do.  To challenge our thinking, humble our estimation of ourselves, and admonish us to greater things, consider these two Scriptures: “So you too, when you DO ALL THINGS which are commanded of you, say, “We are unworthy slaves; we have done only that which we ought to have done.”  (Luke 17:10)

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always ABOUNDING in the work of the Lord, knowing that you toil is not in vain in the Lord.”  (I Corinthians 15:58).

Yes, we are lucky.  We are most fortunate.  But, do we love, live and work like it?
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“MANAGING MULTIPLE PRIORITIES”

BY JIM LEE

“And Jesus answered and said to her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about many things.”  Luke 10:41

Even in the simplest life that one can live, there are still many things to be done.  Those who would grow spiritually must learn to work energetically and productively without being eaten up by the time pressure that characterizes so many of our lifestyles.  We must discover how to manage multiple priorities without sacrificing that which is our highest priority—the glorification of God.  This is a discipline that we can learn, but learning it will be anything but easy in this age of the world.

It is possible to be very busy and not suffer from the corrosive stress that most of us feel when we’re busy.  Jesus, for example, was extremely busy, and He well knew what it was to be tired (John 4:6), but His activities were always surrounded by the peacefulness of complete surrender to the will of God. Although He was busy, He was never frantic. He felt no need to “make things turn out” according to selfish demands.  Our anxiety, on the other hand, is often the result of an urge to control certain outcomes.  It springs from the desire that things should happen as we wish rather than as God wills. Yet if we can let go of this desire, much of the compulsiveness that drives our activities will disappear.

Having said that, however, we should also say that most of our lives would profit from serious simplification.  As a people, we are over-committed and strung out.  We try to do more than one human being can do effectively. And the result is one that ought to alarm us---we are at disadvantage when it comes to the devil.  Spiritually, we are never more vulnerable than when we are like Martha, “worried and troubled about many things.” Thus one of the most constructive spiritual steps that we can take is to simplify our interests and our activities.  But even when we do, there will still be many matters to claim our attention.  We must learn the art of God-centered restfulness. Let us remember what James tells us in James 4:8: “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.  Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.”
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“And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. Heb. 10:24-25)  

This life is filled with opportunities to do God’s will. Unfortunately we miss the greatest opportunity: everytime the church  assembles. Who did you stimulate to love  and good works last time you attended worship services or Bible study? Rather than tearing down, who did you build up? Who did you encourage, strengthen or edify? Too many members of the body of Christ criticize every little mistake made and fail to acknowledge someone’s efforts. I am not speaking of flattery, but a godly common courtesy of acknowledging someone’s efforts. Consider this, how would your body function if its members  behaved   the   way   you behave toward others in the church. Would your feet critize your hands? What if your eyes closed because they did not want to go the way your feet were headed? In consideration of this small example, how can the Lord’s church operate effectively when its members criticize each other and never build each other up? Please remember this passage: “A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things. But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.” 

Matthew 12:35-37 (KJV) - - Douglas R. Clark
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Schedule of Services:

Sunday Morning:

 Classes:

   9:30 am




Worship Service:

  10:30 am

Sunday Evening:
Worship Service:

   6:00 pm

Wednesday Evening: 
Classes & Invitation

   7:00 pm

Questions, Comments call or write.
       
  765-935-2911
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Proverbs 28:14: Happy is the man that feareth alway: but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief
