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There’s nothing wrong with one beer…

As you mature, different temptations will present themselves before you. Some of these temptations will come in the way of your friends trying to get you to sin. One temptation that will be placed before you is that of drinking alcoholic beverages. With very little doubt in my mind, one of your friends will tell you, “There’s nothing wrong with one beer.”

I submit to you a lesson on beer:

The Truth about Beer

Dub McClish

Beer consumption is considered be the average citizen to be an innocent pass-time for every “good ole boy” and every “good ole girl” in town. Some parents have heaved sighs of relief when their kids were caught guzzling beer instead of drinking whiskey or smoking “pot.” After all, it was only beer!

It’s about time the wraps were taken off of this supposed “innocent” beverage! Consider the following facts:

Beer contains alcohol. The alcohol content of one twelve ounce can of beer contains a little more alcohol than one ounce of 100 percent proof whiskey or a small glass of 40 proof wine.

Beer is a major culprit in alcoholism.  Some mistakenly believe that one cannot become an alcoholic from drinking beer. It has been documented that beer drinkers compose a large percentage of alcoholics undergoing treatment in our VA hospitals. Alcoholism is a major social problem in Germany and Belgium where beer is the alcoholic drink almost exclusively. 

Beer contains a second powerful narcotic. Besides the narcotic of ethyl alcohol, beer contains the narcotic called lupulin. This drug is the active narcotic agent contained in the hops from which beer is brewed. The chemical formula for lupulin shows it contains the same chemical elements as the narcotic agent in marijuana, only in a heavier molecular structure. When one drinks beer he gets a double dose of narcotics (alcohol and lupulin). 

The alcohol in beer has the same effect as the alcohol in wine or whiskey. It slows one’s reaction time, often just enough to prevent the handling of an emergency on the job or behind the wheel of a vehicle. Many medical schools demonstrate the effect of alcohol by giving two examinations on successive days, with similar questions. The first exam is given as usual. The second one is given after each student has drunk one bottle of beer. The tests are graded by people ignorant of the experiment, thus unbiased. Most of the students judge the second test to be easier and their grades higher, but the grades average about 17% lower. Only beer makes a difference.

Like all other alcoholic beverages, beer continues to leave death, destruction, heartache, and crime in its wake. It is neither innocent nor harmless (see Proverbs 20:1, 23:31-35). 

“Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.” Proverbs 20:1 (KJV)  

“Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it moveth itself aright. At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder. Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine heart shall utter perverse things. Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the midst of the sea, or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast. They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and I was not sick; they have beaten me, and I felt it not: when shall I awake? I will seek it yet again.” Proverbs 23:31-35 (KJV)  

Three wet years & three dry years

A study in the Kingsport, TN forty years ago supplies proof that the legal sale of beer is one of the chief factors in producing crime. The following statistics were complied by the city judge at that time, covering three wet years and three dry years.

Type of Offense    3 Yrs Before    3 Yrs After    Percent Change



       Outlaw Beer   Outlaw Beer

Murder


13

2
85% decrease

Manslaughter


  7

0
Wiped out

Rape



15

5
67% decrease

Robbery


32
          12
60% decrease

Burglary

          373
        303
20% decrease

Sex Offenses

          111
          40
55% decrease

Possession

          610
        428
30% decrease

Drunkeness

       6,178
     3,436
35% decrease

Drunk Driving
          527
        333
35% decrease

Statistics are from Christian Chronicle

Oklahoma City, OK, July 14, 1961

End Article

How the Ads Should Read…

If the places that sell whiskey would tell the truth in their advertising, the ads would read something like this:

“Wanted – 100 new customers as most of our old ones have dropped out. 10 committed suicide; 20 are in jail; 15 are in the poor house; 1 was executed for murder; 3 are in the mental hospital; and the rest are broke. 

We must have new customers – young, fresh, and strong for they will not live to stay with us long. Come to see us. We have brands that will cause you to disgrace your family, paralyze your mind, warp your body, and lose your friends. 

L.O.Sanderson

(The above articles were borrowed from a bulletin from the congregation in Jamestown, IN, December 2, 2001)


Although this bulletin does not have the usual references to numerous passages, it is a useful tool. Your friends, and possibly some members of your family, may one day entice you with an alcoholic beverage. The smell alone should warn you of its dangers. Once in your mouth, your body will attempt to rid itself of the vile solution. These physical warnings should alert you to the foreign fluid that you have drunk. The Spiritual dangers are greater. Note some of them in the questions below.

Doug Clark



This bulletin is constructed for teens and young adults. If there is any subject you would like to discuss, simply contact me: Doug Clark

The Church of Christ 

1835 Gaar Road

Richmond, IN 47374

phone 765-935-2911


Last Week:

1) What was Hanna praying for?



A son
(I Samuel 1:9-18)
2) Who saw her pray?




Eli
(I Samuel 1:9-18)

3) What did Hezekiah pray for? 


To live longer 
(2 Kings 20:1-7)
4) What will lying keep one from doing?

Going to heaven
(Revelation 21:8)

5) What type of man is unstable?


A double minded man
(James 1:8)



This week:

1) What person will not have any part in the kingdom of God?

(1 Corinth. 6:10)

2) What was one of the factors in stoning to death a son?

(Deut. 21:18-21)

3) What will the drunkard and the glutton come to?


(Proverbs 23:21)
4) How was Egypt to act?





(Isaiah 19:14) 

5) What can happen physically to those who get drunk?

(Jeremiah 25:27)
Answers in next bulletin



Isaiah 5:11-12 (NIV)  

Woe to those who rise early in the morning to run after their drinks, who stay up late at night till they are inflamed with wine. They have harps and lyres at their banquets, tambourines and flutes and wine, but they have no regard for the deeds of the Lord, no respect for the work of his hands. 



