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We must Learn the Old Testament to understand the New Testament

Although one can find the plan of Salvation and obey it by only studying the New Testament, to do so would be to miss out on some great lessons in understanding God’s overall plan for man’s redemption. The New Testament notes the reason we should study the Old Testament. I note three such passages:

“For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.” Romans 15:4 (KJV)  

“Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; And did all eat the same spiritual meat; And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness. Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted.” 
1 Cor. 10:1-6 (KJV)  

“But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.” Galatians 3:23-24 (KJV)  

What are something’s we could learn?

So we ask, “What are somethings we could learn?” Understanding the Old Testament is a schoolmaster; what are the lessons we can learn by spending time in “school?” Understand, for time and space allotted these are just quick notes taken from numerous other lessons.
Sincere belief

There is a doctrine teaching that all one needs is to have a sincere belief. That is, even if the person is following the wrong doctrine, as long as they sincerely believe they are on the right path, they will have a home in heaven.  What does the Old Testament teach about this? I can note three passages without hardly any effort. Two of the passages are nearly the same, indicating the importance for man to learn and pursue the word of God completely. 

Jeremiah 10:23-24 (KJV)  

O Lord, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps. O Lord, correct me, but with judgment; not in thine anger, lest thou bring me to nothing. 

Proverbs 14:12 (KJV)  

There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death. 

Proverbs 16:25 (KJV)  

There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death. 

There is also an instance when someone sincerely believed God was with him when God had left him because of sin. The man was Samson. Because of Delilah’s constant attacks of begging Samson to reveal the source of his strength, Samson gave in and told her. That night she made preparation to have his head shaved and when Samson woke up, he believed like all the other times, he would shake the Philistines off of him: “And she made him sleep upon her knees; and she called for a man, and she caused him to shave off the seven locks of his head; and she began to afflict him, and his strength went from him. And she said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times before, and shake myself. And he wist not that the Lord was departed from him.” Judges 16:19-20 (KJV)  

We know instead, Samson was defeated by the Philistines.

The next thought concerns man’s salvation

Will God save someone who has not obeyed the gospel or has fallen from grace? Some believe God can and will save the sinners who have rejected obeying the gospel. I note the time Israel was being carried off into captivity. Because of their sin, they had violated their covenant with God. In the covenant, if they obeyed God, they would prosper. If they disobeyed God, they would be punished. Although they  sinned they were given time to repent of their sins. However, God eventually punished them. Note what God said through Isaiah, “Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.” Isaiah 59:1-2 (KJV)  

What does this have to do with today’s time? Much. Consider these passages: “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name  done many wonderful works?  And  then  will  I  profess  unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” Matthew 7:21-23 (KJV)  

“And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” Rev. 20:12-15 (KJV)  

“For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.” (1 Peter 3:12 also Psalm 34:12-16 (KJV)  

Because these people have sinned and not obeyed the Lord, their name is not written in the book of life. Further, God’s face is against them. Just as stated in Matthew, God does not know these people as one of his. The Holy Spirit bears witness that we are the Lord’s. “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.” Romans 8:16-17 (KJV)  

If our name is not written in the book of life, then who do we belong to? If we are not the Lord’s, we are of Satan. 

Those who have obeyed have been translated into God’s kingdom. “Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:” 
Col. 1:12-14 (KJV)  

Those who have not obeyed are not a part of God’s kingdom. Is it that God cannot save the sinner? God is held to the New Testament covenant. If God were to allow an unsaved sinner into heaven, he would be a liar. God cannot lie: “Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God's elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness; In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;” Titus 1:1-2 (KJV)  

Does God have the power? Yes. Can he do it? No. Who is at fault? The sinner. God has done everything he can for man. Man must respond to God’s word or man is eternally lost. 

These are only two quick notes about how the Old Testament can help us understand heavenly things and the New Testament. If we forsake studying the Old Testament, we forsake valuable learning. 
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Last Week:

1) What is your body?




The temple of the Holy Ghost  (1 Cor. 6:19)

2) Whether we live or die, what are we?


The Lord’s  (Romans 14:8)

3) What did Paul do when he became a man? 

Put away childish things 
(1 Corinth. 13:11)
4) Is drunkenness only a sin to minors? 


No  (1 Corinth. 6:10, Galatians 5:21)

5) If someone does not work, what else should he not do? 
Eat 
(2 Thess. 3:10)
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This week:

1) Who should have learned from his father’s mistake?
(Daniel 5)

2) What is the Law to us?




(Gal. 3:23-24)

3) Whose sincere belief failed him? 



(Judges 16:19-20)
4) What cannot God do?




(Titus 1:1-2)

5) What separates man from God?



(Isaiah 59:1-2)

Answers in next bulletin
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Bonus: What does “wist” mean and who said it in this bulletin?

