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You have the potential to become what you want…?

Sometime in your life someone will tell you, you have the potential to become whatever you desire to be. They will point out individuals that have overcome adversity and complications and become their life’s aspiration. However, by design or accident, there are simply some things some people cannot do. A blind man will not achieve certification to become an airplane pilot of a major airline. Some poor people may desire to be rich, but due to circumstances they will live poor all of their life. Fortunately there is one thing anyone on the face of the earth can become: a Christian. If there is anything one should desire to become it is to become a Christian. 

Life is a waiting “game”

If we look at life, we can note it is a waiting game. That is, we constantly wait for the next part of our life. When we are in school, we wait for the day we graduate. We then await our future to see what it holds: marriage, children, careers… We work throughout the year and wait for our vacation. We also wait for the day we retire. Everything waits for the next stage of life. Ultimately, we wait for that day we pass from this life. This is an event we cannot stop. We may have our lives lengthened by good living or medical procedures, but eventually we die. The only other alternative is if Jesus should return before we pass away. Paul notes should this happen we will be changed in the twinkling of an eye: “Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” 1 Cor. 15:51-52 (KJV)  

This is the future of all mankind. Therefore, we must prepare for it. Only those who have become Christians, in the purest sense will inherit eternal life. Note some of those who will not be saved: “Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.” 

1 Cor. 6:9-10 (NIV)  

Unfortunately the result of a sinful life is that of eternal death. The differences between the two eternal abodes are completely different: “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

Romans 6:23 (KJV)  

Peter asks a rhetorical question: “For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?” 1 Peter 4:17-18 (KJV)  

Sinners will not have a desirable future. They will not be allowed to enter heaven. Heed and believe the words of Jesus, “And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.” Rev. 21:6-8 (KJV)  

Knowing this, whatever you desire to do with your life, understand it is more important to be a successful Christian than simply successful in business. To miss heaven is to miss God’s blessings. It also means to bring upon yourself all of God’s wrath. God sent his son into the world to save sinners. “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.” 1 Tim. 1:15 (KJV)  

He did not fail at his goal. Through faith and obedience, sinners have been saved. The question is will you or I be saved? It is up to us. - - Doug Clark
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Always remember Ecclesiastes 3:1-8…

Many times people wonder what or why bad times have befallen them. It is not that God is personally out to get them. It is because this life has good and bad times. This is why we should always remember Ecclesiastes 3:1-8: “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted; A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.”
It would be nice to only experience the good times. However, even to those who have it “good,” there are still times of pain and sorrow. These times are a part of life. Only heaven offers no pain, anguish or sorrow. If you would like such bliss, one must become a Christian and live a faithful and obedient life to God. Only in that city to come will we be saved from sorrow and pain: “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.” Rev. 21:1-7)

Another passage to remember is Ecclesiastes 9:11-12: “I returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour to men of skill; but time and chance happeneth to them all. For man also knoweth not his time: as the fishes that are taken in an evil net, and as the birds that are caught in the snare; so are the sons of men snared in an evil time, when it falleth suddenly upon them.” Eccles. 9:11-12 (KJV)  

Even when we plan to succeed, we sometimes fail. This is because life has such problems.  – Doug Clark
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This bulletin is constructed for teens and young adults. If there is any subject you would like to discuss, simply contact me: Doug Clark

The Church of Christ 

1835 Gaar Road

Richmond, IN 47374
phone 765-935-2911
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Last Week:

1)  Is money the root of all evil?



No. It is the love of money…  (1 Tim. 6:10)
2) Who refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter?
Moses (Heb 11:24)

3) What does one gain if he gains the whole world but loses his own soul?








Nothing  (Matthew 16:26)
4) What congregation was in poverty, but rich?

Smyrna  (Revelation 2:8-9)

5) What congregation was rich, but actually poor?

Laodicea (Rev. 3:14-17)

This week:

1)  What was the occupation of the man converted in Acts 8:26-39?
2)  What was the occupation of the woman converted in Acts 16:13-15?
3) What was the occupation of the man converted in Acts 16:23-34?
4) What was the “talent” the man converted in Acts 8:9-13?

5) Observing the answers to the questions above, can anyone who wants to obey the gospel be saved?








(Galatians 3:17-28 might help).
Answers in next bulletin
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Proverbs 28:14: 
Happy is the man that feareth alway: but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief.
