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The people James was writing to had problems with boasting. James warned them about such things: “Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that. But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil.” James 4:13-16 (KJV)  

The part of this passage I want to consider is that our life is a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. When winter arrives we can walk outside and see this thought manifested by watching our breath appear and then vanish into nothing. We are not guaranteed any amount of years. Life has problems and sometimes one has a short life span. To believe we have eighty or more years to live, is to forget problems this life brings. Disease, wars, accidents…these can cut short someone’s life span. The Old Testament brings insight to this in the book of Ecclesiastes: “For everything there is a season, and a time for very purpose under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted;” Eccles. 3:1-2 (ASV)  

The preacher also noted: “I returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favor to men of skill; but time and chance happeneth to them all. For man also knoweth not his time: as the fishes that are taken in an evil net, and as the birds that are caught in the snare, even so are the sons of men snared in an evil time, when it falleth suddenly upon them.” Eccles. 9:11-12 (ASV)  

I note all of this because in the teen years a transition (a change) takes place. As a young child there is a certain amount of innocence towards what life requires. As one matures, they realize there are bills to pay and there are responsibilities that must be met. One makes commitments in marrying, buying a car, getting a mortgage for a house or in a career. The teen years allow us to see what once was and what is to come. As we grow older, childish things are to be put away as we become more responsible. Paul noted some of these things are foolish and one should abstain from them: “Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart.” 2 Tim. 2:22 (KJV)  

Take a moment and think of your life as if it were a book. You have already written the introduction and possibly the first chapter. Now you face the rest of your years. In the chapter on high school, what will you write? Will it be about your diligence to make good grades, or will it be about rebellion? Understand; when you graduate from high school, they will not take you back to teach you what you missed. Upon graduation, the chapter dedicated to those years, is written and behind you. Truly, you cannot go back and retake those years. Again a warning comes from the preacher of Ecclesiastes: “That which is crooked cannot be made straight: and that which is wanting cannot be numbered.” Eccles. 1:15 (KJV)  

This is because in the high school years, you build a foundation for your future chapters. It is essential that you take care and establish good habits during these years. Learn self control, patience and other such traits as noted in 2 Peter 1:5-7.

Upon graduating high school, you look forward to a college education or a career. What will you write in these chapters? Did you use college to acquaint yourself with rebellion, alcohol, drugs and sexual misconduct, or to further your education? Understand this is your book. It is written by your deeds. What will it say? 

The real problem is the last chapter of the book. We have ideas about the ending, but as with real books, unexpected things happen (remember Ecclesiastes 9:11-12). One note about the books of our lives, there is an epilogue. This is a part of our book that comes after then ending chapter (our death). This part of the book is written by God. After our death we will face God in final judgment. We will given an account for our deeds. “But thou, why dost thou judge thy brother? or thou again, why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment-seat of God. For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, to me every knee shall bow, And every tongue shall confess to God. So then each one of us shall give account of himself to God. Romans 14:10-12 (ASV)  

In speaking of two groups of people, the righteous and unrighteous, Jesus said: “And these (the unrighteous drc) shall go away into eternal punishment: but the righteous into eternal life.” Matthew 25:46 (ASV)  

So on the day of judgment, what will be your epilogue? The only thing that will matter is if you were faithful and obedient to the Lord. This bulletin seemed to be primarily concerned with carnal things; education, rebellion and life in general. Actually what matters is your faith and obedience to God. Your youthful innocence wears off. You come to a time called the “age of accountability.” It is the age when you come to the knowledge of good and evil and you make decisions concerning partaking or abstaining from certain things. You also become aware of what is right to do and whether you do right or wrong. This may sound confusing, but we have sins of commission (sins we commit), and sins of omission (not doing right when we should). James wrote of the sins of omission: “To him therefore that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” James 4:17 (ASV)  

Determine now what you will write. Will you write about a life of good or evil? How will you act in the face of temptation? Will you become over confident and fall? “Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.” 

1 Cor. 10:12 (ASV) 

When problems arise, will you foolishly curse God or realize problems are a part of life. When you look for a spouse, will you seek a person who would cause you much trouble in your faith and obedience to God or someone who will aid you in obeying God? What will you say when tempted with drugs or alcohol? The time to consider things is now. Will you be like the psalmist who wrote: “I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes: I hate the work of them that turn aside; it shall not cleave to me.” Psalm 101:3 (KJV)  

It’s your book and your life. However, there is a day of reckoning. Peter writes a warning of that day: “And if the righteous is scarcely saved, where shall the ungodly and sinner appear?” 1 Peter 4:18 (ASV)  

One final thought: no one knows when the final words to their book will written. Our life can end at any time. We must always be ready for that time. -- Doug Clark
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Last Week:

1)  If one sins against a weak brother, who do they really sin against?

Christ
(1 Cor 8:12)
2)  What will evil men do?




Wax (get) worse and worse (2 Tim. 3:13)
3)  Who lived in all good conscience even though he persecuted the church?








Saul, who later became Paul the apostle
(Acts 23:1)
4)  Who made shipwreck of their faith and conscience?
Hymenaeus and Alexander  (1 Tim. 1:20)
5)  Is it safe to let your conscience be your guide?
No
 (Jeremiah 10:23)
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This week:

1)  What did Job say about man’s days?



(Job 14:1)
2)  Concerning the Bible, what are we expected to become?

(Hebrews 5:12)
3)  If we say we have “no sin,” who do we deceive?


(1 John 1:8)
4)  What type of lusts are we to abstain from as we age?

(2 Timothy 2:22 )

5)  What is today? That is, what is the time and what is the day? 
(2 Cor. 6:2)
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