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What are your ambitions?

After high school, what are your ambitions? That is, what do you want to be in your adult life? Consider even the simplest thought of your ambition. Is it to be rich? Is it to be famous? Is it to be knowledgeable? What are you working toward? Regardless of your talents and planning, one may live his entire life and never meet his earthly ambition. The goal we should be aiming at is obtainable by any person throughout the world: to be a Christian. 

To be rich… If you desire to be rich, how do you plan to become so? There are four ways to be rich: 1) to be born rich, 2) to become rich through “outside” means, 3) to become rich through your own efforts or, 4) to obtain riches though illegal means. Obviously, if you are born rich your problem is solved. To become rich through outside means would be to either inherit your riches, marry into a wealthy family or to obtain wealth though gambling: the lottery, race tracks, etc. This quick accumulation of wealth does not solve problems, but usually causes them especially when the lottery or gambling is involved. One must realize with gambling, aside from being sinful, more people must lose than win. Even when some win, they lose. A typical example was on the internet on 11/28/05 by USA Today. The two people mentioned were Virginia Metcalf Merida and Mack Metcalf. Within five years of winning $65.4 million dollars, they were both dead. The story of their lives after winning the lottery was that of problems. One man in the article was quoted as saying, “I think things went from bad to worse when he got the money.” Also people rarely consider that for one to win one million dollars, over one million people must lose. It is the operation costs of running the lottery that means more than one million people must lose. I went on line to find the odds of winning the lottery. The odds of winning the US Powerball lottery is 80,089,128 to one. One web site, Web Math.Com, said, “The quick win does not guarantee a life of luxury You have better chances of getting into a car accident, plane accident, or struck my lightning, than to win your lottery.”

One can work to become rich, but sometimes your efforts may fail you by unforeseen problems: health issues, bad investments… There are many problems that can arise, but this is the best way to become rich. Upon working for their income, people have respect for their wealth. One must be warned there can be problems even when the wealth is obtained legally. Paul wrote, “But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and raiment let us be therewith content. But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” 1 Tim. 6:6-10 (KJV)  

Finally, one can become rich through illegal means. Regardless how the money is obtained, it never satisfies and only makes the person crave for more. Also, only in very rare cases is the money actually useful to the individual. There are many problems with money when it is obtained unlawfully. First, when the person tries to spend the money on something expensive, suspicion is drawn as to how the individual obtained the money. Second, since the money was obtained illegally, no taxes were paid. Once the government finds an excessive amount of money they must apply a to tax it. This is when the individual’s means of obtaining the money is discovered. The famous gangster Al Capone was finally imprisoned on tax evasion.

As in the proverb that warns about getting money through illegal means, the money only destroys the individual’s life: “My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not. If they say, Come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause: Let us swallow them up alive as the grave; and whole, as those that go down into the pit: We shall find all precious substance, we shall fill our houses with spoil: Cast in thy lot among us; let us all have one purse: My son, walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy foot from their path: For their feet run to evil, and make haste to shed blood. Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird. And they lay wait for their own blood; they lurk privily for their own lives. So are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain; which taketh away the life of the owners thereof.” Proverbs 1:10-19 (KJV) 

Fame…  Some people strive for fame. Fame is obtained in several ways. Just as with wealth, one can achieve fame through illegal means. That is, they are known for their evil deeds rather than good deeds. John Dillinger was famous as was Bonnie and Clyde. Some achieve fame by assassinating someone. History recodes John Wilkes Booth as the man who shot President Lincoln. In later days, some teens have tried to achieve fame by killing their classmates or teachers. 

The problem with fame is it is fleeting. Fame only lasts a short time. Also, fame looses its power when the individual dies. Alexander the Great was a man who tried to be famous throughout time. Although he is known as the man who conquered the world, what good is his fame today? George Washington probably knew he would be famous, but again, what good is his fame today? The only way being famous will ever benefit someone is if they are known of God. In the final judgment we find all men gathered together: “And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” Rev. 20:12-15 (KJV)  

How does one get their name in the book of life? In today’s time one must be “added” to the church. How does one get added to the church? We find in Acts, on the day of Pentecost, those who were baptized were added to the church: “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.” 
Acts 2:41 (KJV)  

Earthly fame is fleeting and useless once the person has passed from this life. What matters is being added to the church, which adds one’s name to the book of life. 

Knowledge…  Even in amassing a great amount of knowledge can be dangerous. This is because one can become too wise in their own eyes and    forsake   the   wisdom   and   knowledge   of   God.    Beginning  in 1 Corinthians 1:18, and continuing into the third chapter of the same book, Paul deals with earthly knowledge and wisdom, as compared to the wisdom of God. It is a worthy and profitable reading for all to study. It is difficult to note any particular verse without mentioning the whole text. Please take a moment to read it for it reveals the difference between the wisdom of God and men.  

Earthly riches, fame and knowledge

There is one point to make concerning earthly riches, fame and knowledge: when we die, they “stay behind.” No man can take his wealth with him. No man’s earthly fame will find him favor before the Lord. Finally, earthly knowledge has no use once the earth is burned up and destroyed. What really matters in life is to do the will of God. Always remember this passage. Study it and learn it well: “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name  have  cast  out  devils?  and  in  thy  name  done  many   wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” Matthew 7:21-23 (KJV)  

Be ambitious to always do the will of God regardless where life takes you. It is more important to be successful as a Christian than it is to be successful in worldly affairs.  - - Doug Clark



I need to explain the time since the last bulletin. As most know, my wife, Diana, passed away last November. Diana contributed greatly to the construction of my bulletins. She proofread every one of them and we discussed the theme and the intended message. I have not doubted God nor stopped writing bulletins because of her death as if I was angry at God. Her passing away mentally devastated me. We were husband and wife as commanded in God’s word. Consider if you would the complications that would arise if you lost half of your brain. You would need to learn everything over. This is basically what happened to me with her death. Hopefully, I can once again construct bulletins of some quality. Doug
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This bulletin is constructed for teens and young adults. If there is any subject you would like to discuss, simply contact me: Doug Clark

The Church of Christ 

1835 Gaar Road

Richmond, IN 47374

phone 765-935-2911
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Last Week:

1) How does Peter describe Satan?



As a roaring lion
(1 Peter 5:8)

2) Who were Shammua, Shaphat, Igal, Palti, Gaddiel, Gaddi, Ammiel, Sethur, Nahbi, and Geuel?







The 10 unfaithful spies
(Num. 13:14-15)

3) How do they different from Joshua and Caleb? 

They gave an evil report (Numbers 13-14)
4) What does righteousness do for a nation?
     

It exalts it (Proverbs 14:34)

5) Knowing he faced death, what was Jesus’ attitude towards the Father’s will?








To do the Father’s will (Luke 22:42)
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This week:

1) What is godliness with contentment?



(1 Timothy 6:6)

2) Is money the root of all evil?




(1 Timothy 6:10)

3) Who will be missing from the final judgment? 


(Rev. 20:12-15)
4) What is most important, confessing the Lord or doing many wonderful works?











(Matthew 7:21-23)

5) How many masters can we serve?



(Matthew 6:24)

Answers in next bulletin
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