What do the Scriptures Say?
from the Church of Christ in Richmond Indiana 

to the Youth of America
August 5, 2007

The Earth – Young or Old?
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From the time Moses penned the book of Genesis people who believe the Bible to be inspired by God have considered the earth relatively young, within the time frame of a few thousand years, not billions or even millions of years.

However, within the last two centuries another idea of the earth’s age has emerged. This new concept has come about due to a growing belief in the theory of evolution, a theory which requires multiplied millions of years for the development of life on earth. Belief in this theory has been promoted as a science and has gradually come to dominate scientific circles, although there is no scientific evidence supporting it. 

The influence of the evolutionary theory has been so cleverly advanced that man Bible believing people have fallen under its influence and, consequentially, have been convinced to accept an “old earth” theology. 

But the obvious question is raised: How can an old earth theology be harmonized with the Biblical account of creation? In an attempt to harmonize this contradiction two views have been advanced. 

THE “DAY AGE” THEORY

This theory teaches that each of the six days of creation were not ordinary days, but were long periods of time, extremely long eons of time. Hence, the word “day” is said to be figurative or symbolic. However, that the word “day” in Genesis one is a normal, twenty-four hour day is shown by the following. 

1) One principle of Biblical interpretation is that words are to be understood in their normal, literal sense unless there is something in the context that demands otherwise. However, there is nothing in Genesis one that even hints at the “days” being anything other than regular, twenty-four hour days.

2) The days are addressed as “first day,” “second day,” third day,” and so on. Note that throughout the rest of the Old Testament when the word “day” (yom) is joined with a numeral, it consistently refers to a normal day.

3) Each day has a morning and an evening, which is simply a Jewish idiom expressing the two halves of a normal day, much as we would say night and day.

Additionally, if the days were long eons of time, there are a number of unexplainable problems. For example: 1) How did the insect-cross-pollinated vegetation (created on day three) exist for millions of years without insects (created on day six) to cross-pollinate them?

2) How did vegetation (created on day three) exist for millions of years without mist (created on day six) to water them?

The fact is, the only reason some regard the days of Genesis one as long periods of time is because of the preconceived idea of an old earth.

THE “GAP” THEORY

This theory teaches there are two separate creations divided by a gap. It is said there was an initial creation in Genesis 1:1 and another creation involving the six days. Presumably, there was a gap between the two involving possibly billions of years. However, there is a very serious problem with this view as well.

Moses, the writer of Genesis, also penned the book of Exodus. In that book he also addresses the creation. From the Genesis account it can be logically concluded that the total of creation took place within the six days. However, the Exodus account is more precise, specifying a time frame. Exodus 20:11 reads, “For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.  So, the creation of heaven and earth mentioned in Genesis 1:1 is placed within the six days. Also, in Exodus 31:17 Moses reaffirmed this truth. “It is a sign between me and the children of Israel for ever: for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested, and was refreshed.” Therefore, gap theorists are forced to give an unnatural meaning to the days in Genesis one.

The scriptures could not be clearer. There are not two creations divided by a so-called gap, but only one creation of the six days, which included Genesis 1:1. So the question we ask is this: Do we take the gap theorists’ view of Genesis one or do we take the testimony of the inspired writer? The answer is obvious.

Trying to harmonize an old earth theology with the scriptures is a futile effort. The word of God is simply too plain on this vital truth.

(From Bulletin Briefs, August 2007, volume 10, number 8.)
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It may not seem like a big deal whether the days of creation were the same length as our days; however, it is a matter of faith. The Bible states they were a period of light and dark. The Bible speaks in terms that lead us to the twenty-four hour day. Why is this important? Why squabble about hours and days and how they affect our salvation? Because our faith starts with the creation of the world. God made the world. If God had Moses write the world was constructed in lengthy time periods, that is what we need to believe. If God had Moses write the world was constructed in one day periods, that is what we need to believe. If we dismiss days for time periods, what else would we doubt? If God lied, how can one trust him on anything else that was written? In a prayer given by Jesus, a point is made, “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” John 17:17 (KJV) 

The psalmist wrote, “For the word of the Lord is right; and all his works are done in truth.” Psalm 33:4 (KJV)  

God’s word is the truth. Let days be days. Fifty years ago there would be no discussion on the days of creation. People accepted the, “Thus saith the Lord” and went on their way. This is the way it should be continued. Let us lay the matter to rest with what the scriptures teach. “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness. And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day.” 

Genesis 1:1-5 (KJV)  
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Last Week:

1) Who should have learned from his father’s mistake?   

Belshazzar
(Daniel 5)

2) What is the Law to us?





Our schoolmaster  (Gal. 3:23-24)

3) Whose sincere belief failed him? 




Samson
    (Judges 16:19-20)
4) What cannot God do?





Lie
(Titus 1:1-2)

5) What separates man from God?




Man’s iniquities: his sin (Isa. 59:1-2)
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This week:

1) What did God do on the seventh day after he completed the creation of the world?
(Exodus 31:17)

2) According to the psalmist, how did God construct the world?
 


(Psalm 33:9)

3) What do the heavens declare? 






(Psalm 19:1)
4) What did God think of his creation?





(Genesis 1:31)

5) Who do the secret things belong to? Who do the revealed things belong to?

(Deut. 29:29)
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Bonus: What does “wist” mean and who said it in this bulletin? 

Know. Samson said it is Judges 16:20
