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Where is God’s honor?

In Malachi’s time the priests were allowing the people to offer blind and lame sacrifices to the Lord. This was contrary to the command. They were to bring the best to be sacrificed. Note what the Lord said: “A son honoureth his father, and a servant his  master:  if then I be a father, where is mine honour?  and if I be a master, where is my fear? saith the Lord of hosts unto you, O priests, that despise my name. And ye say, Wherein have we despised thy name? Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar; and ye say, Wherein have we polluted thee? In that ye say, The table of the Lord is contemptible.” Malachi 1:6-7 (KJV)  

Malachi continues to record what the Lord instructed him to say: “And if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? offer it now unto thy governor; will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy person? saith the Lord of hosts.” Malachi 1:8 (KJV)  

God makes a point about sacrifice. He compares the sacrifice given to him to a sacrifice given to an earthly governor. In consideration of this we need to think about the daily sacrifices we make to the Lord. How do they compare to the sacrifices we make to our earthly realm. 

Do we stay up later on Saturday night than on a school night? That is, on a “school night” we normally go to bed earlier because we have to get up the next day and go to school. We want to be rested so we can be alert for our first class. However, what of Saturday night? Do we give worshipping the Lord on Sunday morning the same sacrifice as school? 

What of our dress? If we were to meet the Governor, how would we dress? Normally we would choose our best clothes. However, what of attending church? Do we dress better for school or work than for worshipping the Lord? 

What of our attention given to the various events during our attendance at church? Are we more alert to school classes, video games or other such things while we daydream at worship services? 

In consideration of our Bible class: Do we prepare more for school or work than for our Bible class? Are we more worried about our school assignments than our Bible class assignments? 

All of these things involve some type of personal sacrifice for the Lord. We go to bed on Saturday night to be more rested for Bible class and worship service because spiritual things are more important than earthly events. 

In past time’s people made a difference between what they wore everyday and their “Sunday going to meeting clothes.” Do we make a sacrifice to look our best when worshipping the Lord?

Do we take some time out of our everyday life to read and study our Bible or are video games and school functions more important?

We must answer these questions and make adjustments where needed. In one hundred years what will be most important? What we did for our earthly concerns or what we did for the Lord?

We are to make sacrifice to the Lord everyday: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” Romans 12:1-2 (KJV)  

Note these sacrifices are a part of our reasonable service. God is not commanding us to give up those things we have in life that are needful. He is only asking us to remember Him during the day and wherever we can make a sacrifice for Him, we should do it. Whether it means going to bed at the same time on Saturday night as on Monday through Thursday. He asks us to take the same amount of time on our Bible study as our other studies. He asks us to put Him first and the earthly cares second. 

In the week now gone by, what did we do to honor God? Did we pay attention to the sermon? Did we sing the songs or just move our mouth? What would your answer be if God were to ask you, “How did you honor me last week?” I think it is worth considering.- - Doug Clark
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Summer Clothes

As summer nears, we know some will soon be dressing less. However, this ought not to be so for us. Yes, there are summer clothes that we can wear, but let us not be guilty of wearing too few clothes. We are to be modest and project purity. We are to be an example to others to what a Christian should look like in hotter temperatures. God did not invent hot weather to give people a license to go about wearing almost nothing. Consider this passage: “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.” Col. 3:1-3 (KJV)  

If people look to you for guidance on what to wear, what would your image project? Would they see Jesus running about half naked, or would he be properly clothed? Further, it does not matter where we are, we are always to project the appearance of a Christian. I have heard some say that it is okay to go to beaches and dress like others because they do not know we are Christians. This is ridiculous! Can we murder someone if no one knows us? Is drunkenness a sin if no one knows we are Christians? Whether or not the people who see us know we are Christians, what matters is, it is a sin and God sees us and knows us!

Remember the passage mentioned in the first article: “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” Romans 12:2 (KJV)  

In spite of society, we are to remain Christians. Clothing that does not cover up certain parts of the body stir up lustful thoughts in others. Our clothes should be consistent with the law of the Spirit of life. Our clothing should profess godliness, not our worldliness (1 Timothy 2:9-10). Our dress should be “chaste,” not so that we will be “chased.” - - Doug Clark
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This bulletin is constructed for teens and young adults. If there is any subject you would like to discuss, simply contact me: Doug Clark

The Church of Christ 

1835 Gaar Road

Richmond, IN 47374

phone 765-935-2911
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Last Week:

1) What is godliness with contentment?


Great gain  (1 Timothy 6:6)
2) Is money the root of all evil?



No, the love of money…
(1 Timothy 6:10)

3) Who will be missing from the final judgment?    

No one
(Rev. 20:12-15)

4) What is most important, confessing the Lord or doing many wonderful works?




Neither, we are to do the will of the Father in heaven
 (Matthew 7:21-23)
5) How many masters can we serve?


One  (Matthew 6:24)
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This week:

1) To whom did Malachi suggest the people take their sacrifices? Would this man be pleased?








(Malachi 1:8)

2) What do we present to the Lord as a sacrifice?

(Romans 12:1)

3) Paul wrote, “…be not conformed to this _________?
(Romans 12:2)

4) When they saw they were naked, Adam made an apron of fig leaves for him and Eve. What did the Lord make for them to wear?




(Genesis 3:21)

5) What did Christ offer to God as a sacrifice for us?

(Ephesians 5:2)

Answers in next bulletin
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