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What is a Judge?

In the Old Testament there is a book of Judges. The title of “judge” in the Old Testament is different from what we call a judge today. The judge of olden times was actually a leader of the people. He had three qualifications: 1) he was appointed by God, 2) God was with him and 3) he ruled until he died. 

The book of Judges records the activities of the people and the Judges. Unfortunately, when a Judge was appointed, it was not a good time for the Israelites. This is because the Judge was appointed to lead the people out of various oppressions. The accounts usually begin with the children of Israel in sin. Notice how many times the phrase, “and the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord…” occurs in the book of Judges. Note the actions of the sinful Israelites:

“And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and served Baalim:” 
Judges 2:11 (KJV)  

“And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and forgat the Lord their God, and served Baalim and the groves.” Judges 3:7 (KJV)  

“And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the Lord: and the Lord strengthened Eglon the king of Moab against Israel, because they had done evil in the sight of the Lord.” Judges 3:12 (KJV)  

“And the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of the Lord, when Ehud was dead.” (Judges 4:1 (KJV)  

“And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord: and the Lord delivered them into the hand of Midian seven years.” Judges 6:1 (KJV)  

“And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the Lord, and served Baalim, and Ashtaroth, and the gods of Syria, and the gods of Zidon, and the gods of Moab, and the gods of the children of Ammon, and the gods of the Philistines, and forsook the Lord, and served not him.” Judges 10:6 (KJV)  

“And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the Lord; and the Lord delivered them into the hand of the Philistines forty years.” Judges 13:1 (KJV)  

The people would find themselves in oppression, put away the false gods, cry to the Lord and the Lord would appoint a Judge to lead the people out of oppression. One time God made a point to the people about their decision to follow a false god: “And the children of Israel cried unto the Lord, saying, We have sinned against thee, both because we have forsaken our God, and also served Baalim. And the Lord said unto the children of Israel, Did not I deliver you from the Egyptians, and from the Amorites, from the children of Ammon, and from the Philistines? The Zidonians also, and the Amalekites, and the Maonites, did oppress you; and ye cried to me, and I delivered you out of their hand. Yet ye have forsaken me, and served other gods: wherefore I will deliver you no more. Go and cry unto the gods which ye have chosen; let them deliver you in the time of your tribulation.” Judges 10:10-14 (KJV) 

God eventually appointed a Judge to lead the people from oppression. There are some things to consider in reading the book. First, it seems like the Israelites get out of trouble and immediately get right back into sin. If you read the book you find there are numerous decades between these times of deliverance and disobedience. Also, the children of Israel sinned with the nations within their land. Upon taking the land of promise, the Israelites were to run out the inhabitants and have nothing to do with them. Unfortunately, this was not the case. They allow the inhabitants to stay in the land and after a few years they would make marriages with the people thus eventually worshipping their false gods. 

There are many things we can learn from the book of Judges. The first, concerns the problems with not following God’s word. As mentioned earlier, the Israelites were to run the inhabitants out of the land when they took possession of the land: “Else if ye do in any wise go back, and cleave unto the remnant of these nations, even these that remain among you, and shall make marriages with them, and go in unto them, and they to you: Know for a certainty that the Lord your God will no more drive out any of these nations from before you; but they shall be snares and traps unto you, and scourges in your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until ye perish from off this good land which the Lord your God hath given you.” Josh. 23:12-13 (KJV)  

Because they did not follow God’s word, they eventually became friends with the people and their friendship would lead them to forsaking the real God and following a false god. 

The second lesson we can learn is, God keeps his promises. When the Israelites obeyed God, they lived a good life. When they disobeyed God, they were sold into oppression and perished off the good land (as noted in the above passage). 

One man “made” himself a judge. Regardless of his claim, he was not a judge and was eventually punished for his sin. This account also notes the importance of making sure our elected officials are of a good moral background. 

One judge made a foolish vow that he had to keep. Another had “woman problems” that eventually lead to his downfall. There are many reasons to read the book and many applications to consider.

Our application

I suggest you take time to read the book and note some applications we can make. I suggest some of these applications:

1. Get rid of all sin. As pointed out in Joshua’s final speech to the people, we must rid ourselves of all sin or sin will continually return to tempt us. In speaking about the evil generation of his time, Jesus taught: “When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none. Then he saith, I will return into my house from whence I came out; and when he is come, he findeth it empty, swept, and garnished. Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto this wicked generation.” 
Matthew 12:43-45 (KJV)  

2. “Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.” 1 Cor. 15:33 (KJV)  

This was the problem with Samson. His choice of women caused him much grief. His association with Delilah cost him his strength that lead to his final downfall.

3. God keeps his promises. God both rewards the obedient and punishes the disobedient. If he did otherwise, he would be a liar. When the Israelites obeyed, they prospered. When they disobeyed, they were punished.

4. Saying you are a Christian does not make you a Christian. Abimelech was made king, but was not appointed by God: he was not a judge. This evil man came to ruin. We also learn a lesson about why elected officials should be of good character: the lesson of the bramble king; Judges 9:8-21.
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Last Week:

1) What point did Paul make about God in Romans 3:29? 

God is the God of all.
2) When Abraham began trying to get God from destroying Sodom and Gomorrah, how many people righteous people were first to be found that would spare the city?
Fifty righteous (Genesis 18:24)

3) How many righteous people did God and Abraham finally agree upon to spare the cities?









Ten righteous  (Genesis 18:32)
4) Were there enough righteous people to spare the cities? 

No. (Genesis 19) 

5) Why was Abraham concerned about the destruction of the cities? 










Because his nephew, Lot, lived there (Gen. 13:12)
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This week:

1) Who was the first Judge?




(Judges 3:9)

2) What is Shamgar remembered for doing?



(Judges 3:31)

3) Who was the woman judge?




(Judges 4:4)
4) Who nailed Sisera to the ground?



(Judges 4:21) 

5) Who was the bramble king?




(Judges 9)
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