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We all know the story of Lazarus and the rich man from Luke 16:19-31 don’t we? We have heard lesson upon lesson from this passage.  Yet, it may be that we haven’t thought about the important message sent to us from the rich man. He basically is stating that we need to be on high alert! 

His urgent message is that if we believe in universal salvation we need to rethink our belief.  We might consider that Jesus warns us about this erroneous thinking in Matthew 7:13-14.

His message contains warnings about materialism which many find comfort in as a way to deal with the stress of this life.  Paul of course has given us information about our inward man being renewed day by day while the outward man is perishing (II Cor. 4:16).  The rich man is just sending us a SOS to confirm this.

The rich man is also alerting us through his message that his trip to torment was a one way ticket.  He was told that there was a great gulf and it could not be crossed (Luke. 16:26). 

Also, to those who believe in a miraculous intervention his message states that this is not so (Luke 16:27-31).

This urgent message was given many years ago and yet many seem to have chosen to ignore it.  The rich man’s message basically states ignoring it can have devastating results.

-End article-

I once gave a sermon on what the rich man knows (please read Luke 16:19-31). 

The first thing he knew was, he was in hell: “And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.” (Luke 16: 23)

The word, “hell” used here is the word, “hades.” It is a reference to the “unseen realm of the dead.” Simply, the rich man knew he was dead. One day each of us will come to the same realization. We face one of two events. The first would be like the rich man, to pass from this life. The second is mentioned by Paul, should we be alive when Jesus returns, “Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” 1 Cor. 15:51-52 (KJV)  

The second thing he knew was, he was in torment: “And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.” 
Luke 16:23 (KJV)  

We will one day be in one of two places: heaven or hell. Since the final judgment has not occurred, the dead are found in one of two places: paradise or torment. Lazarus was in paradise. The rich man was in torment. Peter notes the angels that sinned are in this place of torment: “For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;” 2 Peter 2:4 (KJV)  

The word, “hell” that is used here is a reference to “tartaros.” This is a place of eternal torment. You may note the similarity between the word torture and tartaros. This is no accident. Jude also notes these angels: “And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.” Jude 1:6 (KJV)  

The rich man knew he and Lazarus were in two separate places. Abraham told the rich man his estate was due to what the rich man did during his lifetime: “But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.” Luke 16:25 (KJV)

The problem was not so much that the rich man was rich. It was what the rich man did with his riches. The rich man knew who Lazarus was. He had known Lazarus in life. Lazarus had sat at the rich man’s gate desiring the crumbs that fell from the rich man’s table, but the rich man did not make any provision for Lazarus. Paul warns about seeing another’s needs and doing nothing: “But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him? My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.” 1 John 3:17-18 (KJV)  

We cannot merit salvation. That is, we cannot earn our salvation. Salvation is a gift. However, we are created in Jesus Christ to do good works: “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” Ephes. 2:10 (KJV)  

There are other passages teaching we are to do good. The scriptures teach if we know to do something good and do not, it is a sin: “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” James 4:17 (KJV)

There are other things the rich man knew: 

*His brothers needed redemption or they would eventually join him.

*Everything his brothers needed to keep from joining him was already supplied. 

*Finally, he was told by Abraham, “due to a great gulf fixed,” there was no way he could ever get relief. If this is an actual event and not a parable (most believe it is an actual event) the rich man has yet to get one drop of water…and his time of suffering has not really started!

Take a note and a wake-up call. Learn from the rich man before it is eternally too late. 
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Last Week:

The first three questions are over the types of authority we have for the things we practice: Direct commandment, approved (apostolic) example or necessary inference.

1)  Meeting every first day of the week.


Necessary inference (Acts 20:7)

2) “Thou shalt not kill” is an example of?


Direct commandment (Romans 13:9)
3) Meeting on the first day of the week.


Apostolic Example (Acts 20:7)
4) What type of fire did Nadab and Abihu offer? 

Strange fire
(Lev. 10:1)

5) Finish: …”which he commanded them… 


NOT.

(Lev. 10:2)
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This week: Read Luke 16:19-31
1) What does the word “hades” mean?



(Luke 16:23)

2) Does the text note if the rich man had sent food to Lazarus?

(Luke 16:21)

3) What would the food Lazarus desired cost the rich man?

(Luke 16:21)
4) How do we know the rich man knew Lazarus? 


(Luke16:24)

5) Was the rich man’s family void of what they needed to keep from joining him in torment? (Luke 16:29)

Answers in next bulletin
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Paul wrote: “But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and raiment let us be therewith content. But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” 
(1 Tim. 6:6-10 (KJV)  

“Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate;” 1 Tim. 6:17-18 (KJV)  
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