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Ruining our conscience

One of the greatest sins one can have is a ruined conscience. The Bible does not teach one’s conscience is to be their guide, but God has given us a conscience as a warning device against immoral actions. Paul made note to Titus how some can ruin their conscience: “Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled. They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.” Titus 1:15-16 (KJV)  

This defiling of one’s conscience is not a new thing. The false prophets in the Old Testament had forsaken God and turned to worshipping idols. The problem was extended because they taught the people to worship idols. When God sent prophets to warn the people about their sins and impending doom, the false prophets said basically that the captivity to come was nothing to be worried about. Note what God said to Jeremiah: “The wise men are ashamed, they are dismayed and taken: lo, they have rejected the word  of  the  Lord;  and  what  wisdom  is in  them?  Therefore  will I give their wives unto others, and their fields to them that shall inherit them: for every one from the least even unto the greatest is given to covetousness, from the prophet even unto the priest every one dealeth falsely. For they have healed the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace. Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush: therefore shall they fall among them that fall: in the time of their visitation they shall be cast down, saith the Lord.” Jeremiah 8:9-12 (KJV)  

The truth was the captivity was going to be great. However, in saying, “peace, peace” to the people, no one was concerned about the punishment. Since there was to be peace, there was no reason to repent and turn back to God. Also noted in the passage above was the lack of the ability of the prophets to blush. They had ruined their conscience. 

Our conscience is a God given part of our spiritual make up. Sinning desensitizes our conscience to the point it is of little use. In the passage mentioned above from the book of Titus we see that one can corrupt their conscience to the point that nothing is pure. 

How does this affect us?

The question to answer is, how does this affect us? The answer comes in the form of resisting the temptation to sin. If the conscience is of no use, then the sinner believes his transgression is of  no consequence to him. Consider this in a few different parts of our life. 

If nothing is pure…

Let us first look at the condition mentioned in the book of Titus. As one example, hemp makes good rope. Unfortunately, it also used for marijuana. To the pure, hemp would make a good rope. For the defiled, it is used as a drug to defile one’s body and get a cheap high. At first the person’s conscience may warn them about the physical and spiritual affects of getting high with marijuana. However, as time goes on guilt of defiling one’s physical and spiritual wellbeing becomes of little consideration. It becomes easier and easier to sin. Paul notes to Timothy how people who sin will continue to escalate their sins: “But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.” 2 Tim. 3:13 (KJV)  

When it comes to religion, the defiled abuse the scriptures to make it fit what they believe. One such individual I had an e-mail study with believes that on the Day of Judgment, God will forgive every one of their sins and all will enter heaven. No man or woman will enter hell regardless of their sins. This is not of the Bible. In trying to  get  him  to see the scriptures, nearly too numerous to mention, I noted several passages that teach some will be lost. A passage in the book of Revelation teaches some will not enter that heavenly gate: “He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.” Rev. 21:7-8  

Note that something must be “overcome.” That “overcoming” is temptation and sin. Some teach that baptism is nonessential to man’s salvation. However, numerous passages insist that baptism is essential to salvation. Jesus commanded it (Matthew 28:19, Mark 16:16). Peter commanded it (Acts 2:38). Paul noted it (Romans 6:1-9, Colossians 2:8-13). 

Some teach that it does not matter what church you “belong to,” because “we are all going to heaven, we’re just taking different roads.” This is part of the “unity in diversity” doctrine. Some teach one must only believe in the Father, Son and Holy Ghost to be saved. There are numerous false teachers, but few will admit that false teachers exist. Peter noted there were false teachers in his time: “But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.” 2 Peter 2:1 (KJV)  

Paul warned the Ephesian elders about false teachers: “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.” Acts 20:28-31 (KJV)  

Jesus taught that the way to heaven is a strait and narrow path. It is the wide path (many roads) that leads to destruction: “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.” Matthew 7:13-15 (KJV)  

Note immediately after his teaching on the strait and narrow path, he warns about false prophets. We must all be careful because even the best can do wrong. One time Paul was taken before the council to give a testimony concerning his actions. The scripture records his defense: “And Paul, earnestly beholding the council, said, Men and brethren, I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day.” Acts 23:1 (KJV)  
Remember by this time Paul was a converted Jew and was preaching and teaching Jesus. The time referred to were the days prior to his conversion. What did he do prior to his conversion? He persecuted the church in full good conscience! 
How can someone take something pure and good and sin with it? By having a conscience that is defiled. How can a false teacher (or prophet) preach and teach error? By having a conscience that is defiled. Do not let your conscience be your guide, but do keep it from being damaged so it can warn you of encroaching sin. 
Doug Clark
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Last Week:

1)  Who does God through Isaiah pronounce woes upon? 
Those who call evil good and good evil.  










(Isaiah 5:20)
2)  What are we not supposed to do for Satan? 

Give place
(Eph. 4:27)
3)  What are we to abstain from?



The appearance of evil. (1 Thess. 5:22)
4)  Who keeps us from being “overly tempted?”

God
(1 Cor. 10:13)

5)  When we are tempted, what does God give us?

A way of escape (1 Cor. 10:13)

This week:

1)  If one sins against a weak brother, who do they really sin against?


(1 Cor 8:12)
2)  What will evil men do?







(2 Tim. 3:13)
3)  Who lived in all good conscience even though he persecuted the church?

(Acts 23:1)
4)  Who made shipwreck of their faith and conscience?



(1 Tim. 1:20)

5)  Is it safe to let your conscience be your guide?




 (Jeremiah 10:23)
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