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Everyone is predestined for a heavenly home!  Great news from the Bible: Everyone is predestined for an eternal heavenly home! No one has to go to Hell as an eternal abode! 

Everyone is predestined for an eternal home in Hell: that horrific place of torment!  Sad news from the Bible: Everyone is predestined for an eternal home in Hell: that horrific place of torment!

How can this be? How can someone be predestined for both heaven and hell? The answer lies in the definition of predestination. Man normally uses the term predestination in the sense the God has pre-selected people for heaven and hell. Regardless of what man does, if he is predestined for heaven, he cannot lose that eternal abode with God. The man may be the most sinful creature of all, but since God has pre-selected him, he will have an eternal heavenly abode. The same people who teach this also teach that if God has pre-selected someone to have hell there is nothing that person can do to change his eternal destination. The man may be the most righteous, pious individual on the earth, but since God has predestined him for hell, that is his eternal abode. 

The Bible’s definition of predestination is that of a certain set of conditions are established and if a man meets the conditions provided by God, he will be predestined for heaven. If man fails to meet God’s conditions he is predestined for eternal torment. It is up to man as to where he ends up after the Day of Judgment. 

The word, “predestinate or predestinated” is found in the New Testament four times. (Romans 8:29, 30; Ephesians 1:5, 11) If God has selected a certain group of people to have heaven as a home, then all of God’s other efforts have been done in vain. Further, if God has selected a certain group of people to go to heaven then he contradicts the rest of the Bible. 

In studying the Bible one must understand the scriptures must not and cannot contradict each other. To properly interpret a passage it must agree with the text around it and with the text and theme of the rest of the Bible. 

As an example, some believe one is saved by faith only. The Bible never teaches one is saved by faith only. The truth is, the only time “faith only” appears is when James teaches that faith only is dead without works: “Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.” James 2:24 (KJV)  

Some discount the writing of James because it, to them, contradicts Paul’s teaching about Abraham in Romans, chapter four. It is odd that they discount James and not Paul. That is, one could adopt a “works only” doctrine and discount Paul’s writing. In interpreting the scriptures correctly we find James and Paul do not disagree in their statements. In Romans, Paul is trying to teach the Jews that before the works of the Old Law, Abraham was justified by his faith. That is, faith preceded works. The Jews wanted to be justified by their works of the Old Law. We might consider it seems they were trying to make Christianity an extension of the Old Law. It is not an extension because the Old Law was fulfilled and taken away. Paul notes this to the brethren in Colossie: “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;” Colossians 2:14  

“Nailing it to his cross” was an action the Jews would understand. When one had a debt and paid the debt, they would sometimes nail the written contract of the debt to their door post to show all, the debt was paid. Christ paid the debt of redemption for mankind. 

In James the people had a problem with speaking and not doing. “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.” James 1:22 (KJV)  

James writes: “What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him? If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.” James 2:14-17 (KJV)  

Abraham was justified by his faith and works. This is a very short dissertation on Romans, chapter four and James, chapter two, but the point being, they do not contradict each other if properly interpreted. 

The predestination of the Bible is simple. A set of standards (conditions) have been established by God. If a man meets the standards (conditions) he will have a home in heaven. Heaven, it is said by man, is a place prepared for prepared people. Hell is a place for those who did not prepare for heaven. One of the best examples of Biblical predestination comes from the Old Testament. We turn to the Old Testament remembering the passage from Paul: “For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that through patience and through comfort of the scriptures we might have hope.” Romans 15:4 (ASV)  

When David was fleeing from Absalom, Shimei a member of Saul’s house, cursed David and threw stones at him (2 Samuel 16). When David returned a very humble Shimei went to him seeking forgiveness (2 Samuel 19:18-23). David spared Shimei’s life, but later warned Solomon about him. After David’s death Solomon made an agreement with Shimei about his “living arrangements.” As long as Shimei remained in Jerusalem, Solomon would allow him to live: “And the king sent and called for Shimei, and said unto him, Build thee an house in Jerusalem, and dwell there, and go not forth thence any whither. For it shall be, that on the day thou goest out, and passest over the brook Kidron, thou shalt know for certain that thou shalt surely die: thy blood shall be upon thine own head. And Shimei said unto the king, The saying is good: as my lord the king hath said, so will thy servant do. And Shimei dwelt in Jerusalem many days.” 
1 Kings 2:36-38 (KJV)  

Unfortunately, after three years, two of Shimei’s servants ran off and Shimei went after them in Gath. When he returned, he was called to see Solomon and for his disobedience, Solomon had no other choice but to put him to death 1 Kings 2:43-46). 
This is a type of how man is predestined. As long as we live a faithful and obedient life, doing the will of God (Matthew 7:21-23) we have a home in heaven. If we neglect the salvation that God has extended to us, we will be cast into that eternal abyss of torment: hell. Thus man is predestined for heaven and hell. The conditions are established for both. God has done all he can do for man’s salvation. Man must determine which abode appeals to him. Note this passage on predestination: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ: even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blemish before him in love: having foreordained us unto adoption as sons through Jesus Christ unto himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,” Ephes. 1:3-5 (ASV)  

Those who are predestined for heaven must be found (1) in Christ, (2) holy and (3) without blemish. Those who meet these conditions will have a heavenly abode.
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Last Week:

1)  What is baptism for?




Remission (forgiveness) of sin (Acts 2:38)
2)  Why did the hypocrites pray standing in the synagogues or on street corners?










To be seen of men  (Matthew 6:5)
3)  The greatest among us is our what? 


Our servant  (Matthew 23:11)
4)  Born among women there hath not risen a greater than _______? 
John the Baptist (Matt 11:11)

5)  Who did Jesus continue to say is greater than the person mentioned above?








The least in the kingdom of heaven
 (Matt 11:11)
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This week:

1)  Faith without works is _______?





(James 2:17)
2)  How does one get, “in Christ?”





(Galatians 3:27)
3)  What did James write that one can do by hearing only?


(James 1:22)
4)  How many times is the word, or a form of the word, “predestinate” found in the King James Version?

5)  What did Abishai want to do to Shimei and who stopped him? 

(2 Samuel 16:9)
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