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Israel: time of the United Kingdom and the divided kingdom

In the Old Testament beginning roughly with 1 Samuel, chapter twelve, is the start of the United Kingdom. The reason is the Israelites wanted a king to rule over them to be like the nations around them: “And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a king to judge us like all the nations.” 
1 Samuel 8:5 (KJV)  

Up to now Israel’s king was God. For their guidance, God appointed Judges to lead Israel. However, as noted in the verse above, Samuel’s sons took dishonest gain & bribes and perverted judgment. Therefore, the Israelites desired a king. The insult is not that they wanted someone else to judge them, but they wanted a king so they could be like the nations around them. Although angered with their decision, God allowed Samuel to appoint a king, but God would later say, “I gave thee a king in mine anger, and took him away in my wrath.” Hosea 13:11 (KJV)  

God had Samuel tell Israel that a king would actually be a burden on them, but they still wanted a king (please read 1 Sam. 8:11-22). 

The United Kingdom

The period of the United Kingdom consisted of three kings. First, King Saul reigned. The history of his reign is roughly found in 1 Samuel 9:1-31:12. Saul’s death is also recorded in 1 Chronicles 10:1-13. 

David would be Israel’s second king. David’s history of his kingship actually begins in 1 Samuel 16, and ends a little after 1 Kings 2:10. I note these rough estimates overlap to include background information. Some of David’s reign is recorded in 1 Chr. 11:1-29:30. 

Solomon’s history beings with David’s death in 1 Kings 1:1 and ends 1 Kings 11:43. As noted above, some of these passages overlap for background details. These things need to be read because various problems arose with the kings. David was anointed king while Saul was king. Solomon had a rival, a man named Adonijah, who appointed himself king after  David’s  death.  As  with  Saul  and  David, some of Solomon’s reign is recorded in 1 Chronicles 23:1 through 2 Chronicles 9:31. 

The divided kingdom

The divided kingdom is recorded in the rest of the book of 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles, after the kingdom of Solomon. Later the various prophets would prophesy and address the kingdoms and their nation’s sins. The time after Solomon is the time of the divided kingdom. Because Solomon’s wives turned his heart away from God and towards idols, ten of the twelve tribes of Israel were taken from him and given to Jeroboam. He would begin to rule over the Northern Kingdom: Israel. Rehoboam would rule over the Southern Kingdom: Judah. The Northern kingdom might have been reconciled to Rehoboam, but because he listened to the bad advice from his young advisors, the kingdom split. Jeroboam feared the people in the Northern Kingdom might return to the Southern Kingdom to do sacrifice and then turn to Rehoboam as king so he sat up two idols, golden calves, one in Dan and the other in Bethel and made a substitute religion, so to speak, for the people keep: “If this people go up to do sacrifice in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, then shall the heart of this people turn again unto their lord, even unto Rehoboam king of Judah, and they shall kill me, and go again to Rehoboam king of Judah. Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold, and said unto them, It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. And he set the one in Bethel, and the other put he in Dan. And this thing became a sin: for the people went to worship before the one, even unto Dan. And he made an house of high places, and made priests of the lowest of the people, which were not of the sons of Levi. And Jeroboam ordained a feast in the eighth month, on the fifteenth day of the month, like unto the feast that is in Judah, and he offered upon the altar. So did he in Bethel, sacrificing unto the calves that he had made: and he placed in Bethel the priests of the high places which he had made. So he offered upon the altar which he had made in Bethel the fifteenth day of the eighth month, even in the month which he had devised of his own heart; and ordained a feast unto the children of Israel: and he offered upon the altar, and burnt incense.” 

1 Kings 12:27-33 (KJV)  

His actions would plague the Northern Kingdom for the rest of their existence. Israel never had a good king that could turn them away from their idolatry. This idolatry would become their downfall. Eventually, about 722 b.c., they would be carried off into the Assyrian captivity and be dispersed throughout Assyria. They would never return as a kingdom. The nation of Assyria would send in foreigners to settle in Samaria (where Israel had lived). This was Assyria’s way of ensuring peace in their conquered areas. 

The Southern Kingdom, Judah, had some good kings but Judah would eventually fall into idolatry and be carried off into a harsh seventy year captivity in Babylon about one hundred and fifty years after Israel. A remnant of this kingdom would return to fulfill God’s will. 

Why study any of this?

Knowing we are in the Christian Dispensation and the Old Testament is no longer in effect, why study these times? Because of what Paul noted in Romans 15:4, “For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.”

We learn that even the best of people can sin. Saul began as a good king, but quickly made some bad decisions and the kingdom fell into many problems. He hunted David in jealousy trying to kill him. David was a great king by which all kings would be measured. However, his sin with Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11:2-5) brought about horrible consequences that would plague and complicate his life. David’s sin began with a simple look and turned into adultery and murder. Solomon was a great king, but because he married many women from the nations around him, he was turned to idols (1 Kings 11). 

Jeroboam’s sin caused a nation to continue on an idolatrous path leading to their destruction. We could liken his actions as the sinful actions of men who have established churches like the Lord’s, but teaching and encouraging religious error. Remembering the passage from Romans 15:4, we can see how some make their church like the Lord’s church, but with crucial differences to keep their members happy. The result of Jeroboam’s false religion was the loss of generations of people of the nation of Israel. The result of false religious institutions will be the eternal loss of generations of people who think they are going to heaven, but will end up in hell. It is up to every person to ensure they are following the right road to heaven. We are all told to: “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 2 Tim. 2:15 (KJV)
Studying the Old Testament increases our knowledge of God and allows us to understand the Bible as a whole. To forsake the Old Testament is to forsake helpful knowledge and wisdom. 
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Last Week: from Luke 16:19-31

1) What does the word “hades” mean? 
In this use, the unseen realm of the dead  (Luke 16:23)
2) Does the text note if the rich man had sent food to Lazarus? No. There is no indication the rich man gave food to Lazarus. Actually it seems he had the opportunity, but did not act on it. (Luke 16:21)

3) What would the food Lazarus desired cost the rich man? 







Nothing. Lazarus desired the crumbs that fell from the rich man’s table. 
(Luke 16:21)
4) How do we know the rich man knew Lazarus?












He recognized him in Abraham’s bosom.(Luke16:24)

5) Was the rich man’s family void of what they needed to keep from joining him in torment? 







No, they had Moses and the prophets.  (Luke 16:29)
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This week:
1) What is the reason people are “destroyed?”


(Hosea 4:6)

2) Samuel thought the people were rejecting him, but who were they really




 rejecting from ruling over them? 

(1 Samuel 8:7)

3) Who was the king of whom it was said, he was a man after God’s own heart?









(1 Samuel 13:14, Acts 13:22)
4) How many wives and concubines did King Solomon have?

(1 Kings 11:3)

5) Who was Solomon’s mother? 




(2 Samuel 12:24)
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