What do the Scriptures Say?
from the Church of Christ in Richmond Indiana 

to the Youth of America
February 10, 2008

Why is baptism non-essential to Salvation?

Why do some teach baptism is non-essential to Salvation when the New Testament commands it? First, the New Testament does teach that baptism is essential to Salvation. There is a passage to remember for those who look at the obvious truth of the scriptures and then say, “That’s not what it means.” Note this passage: “The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them.” Romans 1:18-19)  

Consider this passage on baptism being essential to salvation: “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” Mark 16:16 (KJV)  

This passage obviously teaches that faith and baptism are essential to salvation. However, I have personally heard it taught, “…well first you believe and are saved, then your are baptized as an outward show of an inward change.” Let us look at what this passage says. We do this by a simple test. Choose the sentence below that agrees with the Bible passage noted above:

1) He that believeth and is not baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 

2) He that does not believe and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 

3) He that does not believe and is not baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 

4) He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 

5) He that believeth is first saved and is then baptized as an outward show of an inward change; but he that believeth not shall be damned.

Only one can be correct. The truth is clearly seen. Which is it? Understand God could have written this sentence just as easily in one manner as the other. The obvious answer is number four. Acts 2:38 is another passage that is mistranslated: “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2:38 (KJV)  

I have heard this translated: “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for your sins have been forgiven, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”

Again, it is taught that upon having faith one is saved, and then one is baptized because their sins have been forgiven. Interpreting this incorrectly breaks grammatical laws. This is because what is after the word, “and” is as essential as the word before it. Repentance and baptism are both necessary for the removal of sins. I take a moment to note, being baptized alone will not save. One must submit to the plan of salvation. The scriptures teach one must hear, believe, repent, confess and be baptized for the forgiveness of sins (Rom. 10:17, Mark 16:16, Acts 2:38, Rom. 10:9, and Colo. 2:12-13, respectively). 

Baptism is the only act of faith that is directly connected with the forgiveness of sin. Note this passage: “Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;” Col. 2:12-13 (KJV)  

Why is baptism taught as being non-essential to salvation?

We return to the question, “Why is baptism taught as being non-essential to salvation?” Some say it is because baptism is a work and salvation comes by God’s grace. Usually this passage is used to teach that grace alone saves: “But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” Ephes. 2:4-9 (KJV)  

I first note that the term, “grace alone” is not found in the New Testament. Second, Noah was saved by God’s grace, but he had to believe and build the ark. Was Noah saved by grace? Yes. Immediately after saying he was going to destroy the earth and all that breathed, the scriptures record: “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.” 
Genesis 6:8 (KJV)  

Did God’s grace alone save? No. Noah had to meet God’s condition for salvation: believing God, the construction of the ark and the gathering of the animals. Although man is saved through God’s grace, man must meet the conditions God has established. Hearing, believing, repenting, confessing and being baptized are all conditions one must meet.

Some teach baptism is a work. No where in the New Testament is baptism defined as a work. It is man who defines baptism as a work. The Bible says faith is a work. Jesus said: “Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed. Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.” John 6:27-29 (KJV)  

If works cannot save, then believing in God cannot save. According to the Bible, baptism is a condition not a work. 

Why is baptism non-essential to salvation?

Why is baptism non-essential to salvation? I can only come up with one reason; people want to hear their loved ones, who were never baptized, are saved. This can be the only valid reason. Jesus commanded baptism in the great commission: “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:” Matthew 28:18-19 (KJV)  

Why? Because baptism is the only act of faith that removes sin. However, there is a motivational factor that people want to hear, their loved ones are saved although they were not baptized. Paul said people would reject the truth for a lie: “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.” 2 Tim. 4:3-4 (KJV)  

God’s grace has appeared to all men. All men can be saved, if they submit to God’s commandments. I cannot preach or teach anything different. One must be faithful and obedient. Baptism is essential to Salvation! - - Douglas R. Clark
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Last Week:
1) What is the reason people are “destroyed?” 


A lack of knowledge (Hosea 4:6)

2) Samuel thought the people were rejecting him, but who were they really rejecting from ruling over them?




 




God (1 Sam.l 8:7)

3) Who was the king of whom it was said, he was a man after God’s own heart?









David
(1 Sam. 13:14, Acts 13:22)
4) How many wives and concubines did King Solomon have?

A total of 1000! (1 Kings 11:3)

5) Who was Solomon’s mother? 




Bathsheba  (2 Samuel 12:24)
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This week:
1) Who said one must be born of the water and the spirit?”

(John 3:1-7)

2) Who taught baptism of repentance for the remission of sins
? 
(Mark 1:4)

3) What was this man charged with doing?



(Matthew 3:1-3)
4) Who was the first Gentile baptized?



(Acts 10:47-48)

5) Why was Saul, who would later be Paul, told to be baptized? 
(Acts 22:16)
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