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Her name is unnecessary to mention. Even if I mentioned it, you would not know her. Her present situation is what this bulletin is about. I met her several years ago and at the time she was probably roughly thirty years old. Now her life is in horrific shape. The problem began when she was much younger and was caused by illicit sex, drugs and alcohol. She had many warnings concerning her path, but she knew what was right for her. So she resisted any advice from older people, all the while being self assured that she knew what was best. Now that time has passed, things are bad. 

The life she chose began with little things. That is, if someone were to tell her (which I am sure they did) that the path she was choosing would only lead to ruin, she would have laughed at their warnings. Now when I see her, it breaks my heart. Her mind is basically gone. The drugs and alcohol have burned her brain to the extent that she must be constantly watched. She can be quiet and at peace one moment and screaming and ready to fight the next. They call such a behavior; bipolar. In her case, it was brought on by drug abuse. I have seen others in the same condition. People who at one time had hope, but allowed sin into their life to the extent that it has ruined their minds and their reputation. Such people steal from their families to support their drug abuse such as she once did. What was once “simple fun” is now a condition wherein she can never fully recover. 

I do note she is trying to get her life back, but I doubt if that will ever happen. Unfortunately, some of her children have taken her path and will not be persuaded to a path of righteousness. One of her children already has a police record and has been through drug rehab. He has committed sexual assault on others and has a pregnant girlfriend. He is not yet sixteen. 

This is the path he has chosen. I have doubt that he will recover. That is, until one day when he wakes up and realizes the seriousness of the situation. Such a time will occur when he gets out of jail and realizes that he has nothing in this life. 

I have seen others in the exact same condition. One person “woke up” while in his early twenties and realized he had nothing in life. He was living in a cheap hotel room and all of his earthly belongings could be fitted in one and a half trash-can size garbage bags. He had nothing and wanted “a life.” Unfortunately, he had made such a mess of his life that it needed complete overhauling. The last time I saw him, he was boarding a bus to go to a alcohol and drug rehab institution in Louisville, Kentucky. I paid for his bus ticket. He called a couple of times, but I have not heard from him. 

This is what you can do. This is what you can become. This is the life you can choose. If you choose the life of drugs, sex, alcohol and crime, this is the outcome of your efforts. While others at forty years of age, will have homes, secure jobs, nice possessions and all of the other positive things of life, you won’t. You can choose to ignore the advice of older people and ruin your life. You can refuse to have anything to do with God or “church” and live your life, your way. Actually, you are living the life Satan would have you to live. After all, this won’t happen to you!
Live your life your way! You know what is best…

Be unbending in your choice!. Live your life your way! Do not listen to anyone who tries to turn you from the destructive path you have chosen! Believe that you know what the world will give to you. Believe that the world cares for you. Believe the world will feed you and tend to your needs. Believe whatever you want, but understand your coach in this is Satan. Note the mechanics of the first sin. The setting is the Garden of Eden. Satan and Eve are discussing the eating of the various trees in the garden (the text is Genesis 3:1-6). Satan had tempted Eve with the eating of the forbidden fruit. Consider how Eve’s attitude had changed from the first of the conversation to her decision to eat of it. At first she quoted God, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.”

Eve knew the commandment of God. However, note the change in her view of the forbidden fruit, “And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.” 

Who knew best for Eve? Was it God or Satan? Who pointed her to the path of sin? Was it God or Satan? Whose will did Eve follow? Did she follow God’s will, Satan’s will or her own will? If you asked her, she would probably say her will. However, what is the truth? She followed Satan’s will. 

We can follow only one master…

We can follow only one master, “No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” Matthew 6:24 (KJV)  

There are only two masters to follow…

There are only two masters to follow: “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?” Romans 6:16 (KJV)  

Why put time and effort into religion?

You may ask, “Why put time and effort into religion?” What does it get you? I speak of religion in the purest sense and not in the worldly sense. This is because the various religious institutions have strayed from the gospel of Christ and have put worldliness into religion. The church is to tend to the spiritual needs of the person. If one institutes various programs into the church that are concerned with the physical side of life and not the spiritual side of life, then the spiritual side is lessened and what really needs to be learned is discarded. Consider the fruits of the spirit. Paul writes: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.” Galatians 5:22-23 (KJV)  

These things will produce not only an excellent spiritual condition, but will also yield a good “physical” life. If one follows the works of the flesh, they will ruin both their spiritual life and physical life, “Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.” Galatians 5:19-21 (KJV)  

The woman I spoke of earlier has committed most of the sins above. One of life’s hardest lessons is that you cannot stop the clock, nor can you completely restore the damage you have done. The writer of Ecclesiastes notes this: “I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and, behold, all is vanity and a striving after wind. That which is crooked cannot be made straight; and that which is wanting cannot be numbered.” Ecc 1:14-15 (ASV)  

We have one opportunity to grow up responsibly. We cannot go back and restart our life at a younger date. Therefore, live your life the right way the first time. Obey God and the gospel. Live a life dedicated to Christ. I have seen the effects of both styles of life. Drugs, alcohol and riotous living are not the way to happiness or success.
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

This bulletin is constructed for teens and young adults. If there is any subject you would like to discuss, simply contact me: Doug Clark

The Church of Christ 

1835 Gaar Road

Richmond, IN 47374

phone 765-935-2911


Last Week:

1) What did God do on the seventh day after he completed the creation of the world? Rested (Exo 31:17)

2) According to the psalmist, how did God construct the world?
    He spoke and it was done (Psalm 33:9)

3) What do the heavens declare? 




The glory of God
(Psalm 19:1)
4) What did God think of his creation?



It was very good
(Genesis 1:31)

5) Who do the secret things belong to? Who do the revealed things belong to?











God, man  (Deut. 29:29)
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This week:

1) How many masters are there?






(Romans 6:16)

2) What do we present to the Lord as a sacrifice?




(Romans 12:1)

3) What does Paul call those things mentioned in Galatians 5:19-21?

4) What do such things as mentioned above do for the soul?



(1 Peter 2:11)

5) If we walk after the Spirit, what will we not do?




(Galatians 5:16)

Answers in next bulletin
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Proverbs 28:14: Happy is the man that feareth alway: but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief
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