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Growing up…

Most children look at growing up as some type of unrestrained freedom. Grown-ups have money. They can use this money anyway they like. Grown-ups have jobs or careers and are happy and content with the work they have chosen. Grown-ups have cars, trucks, apartments, condos, houses… everything a grown-up wants, they can have. Grown-ups can drink, smoke, go to bars and taverns. Life as a grown-up is so great that teens cannot wait to leave school and do grown-up things. 

Any grown-ups that have read the first paragraph are jokingly saying to themselves, “Yeah, right!” Grown-ups also have bills. The water, gas and electric companies expect to he paid. If they are not paid, they turn their service to the customer off. The cable company would prefer you to have cable, but if you don’t pay your bill, they cut you access to their service off. The cars, trucks, apartments, houses… likewise are usually owned by a bank or mortgage company. If the bills are not paid, the vehicles are repossessed and the person is evicted from their residence. As for drinking, smoking and the bar life is expensive, sinful and harmful to one’s health. 

There was an old saying, “The grass is greener on the other side.” It probably comes from watching cows and horses stretching their necks over a fence to eat the grass on the other side. However, if you took the horse or cow to the other side of the fence, it would not be long until the same animal was stretching their neck to eat the grass from where they just came. If you have the idea that grown-up life is great, remember it comes with great responsibilities. It also comes with sacrifices. The money one would normally use for self enjoyment is now used to heat the house or have running water etc… Video games are now a luxury. Further, who has time for video games? The yard needs mowed, the house needs painted, the car needs tires and the money seems to vanish before you have it in your hands. Regardless what the job or career is, at some point, it is not as satisfying as it initially was. These are the woes of adulthood. 

Being an adult means being responsible for yourself. It means making decisions you can live with. It means you no longer live for yourself. Your life is given to your spouse, children or work. Your money likewise belongs to others. Anyone looking towards adulthood thinking it will fulfill one’s every pleasure is looking in the wrong place.

Adulthood is about commitment. One must be committed to their spouse. Once “I do,” is spoken, you did. Your life’s earthly commitment now belongs to your spouse. If you are the husband, it means you will sacrifice your life to work for your wife and family (Ephesians 5:25-28, 1 Timothy 5:8). It means you will have an active role in your children’s life and education (Ephesians 6:4). If you are the wife, it means you will submit to your husband, tend to your children and keep the house (Ephesians 5:22-24, Colossians 3:18, 1 Peter 3:1). It means a life of responsibility.

To grow up is…

To grow up is to think different. Paul makes this note about childhood and manhood when writing about spiritual gifts: “When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.” 1 Cor. 13:11 (KJV)  

To grow up is to abstain from childish lusts: “Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart.” 2 Tim. 2:22 (KJV)

To grow up is to look after one’s parents: “Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;)” Ephes. 6:2 (KJV)  

To grow up is to become a teacher of God’s word. The writer of the book of Hebrews scolded his audience because they failed to grow: “For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.” Hebrews 5:12 (KJV)  

As noted earlier, to grow up is to support one’s family: “But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.” 1 Tim. 5:8 (KJV)  

Once the truth is out, growing up is not the life one would expect. To cast off these responsibilities is to transgress the will and commandments of God. As an adult the last thing you can do is be selfish. Therefore, make decisions for the greater good. Make decisions that will allow you to do God’s will. 

Is the grown-up life torture?

If you read this you are probably beginning to think that being an adult is a life of misery. It is not. There are good and bad times. The writer of the book of Ecclesiastes notes that life is filled with opposites: 

Eccles. 3:1-8 (KJV)  

To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: [2] A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted; [3] A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; [4] A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; [5] A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; [6] A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; [7] A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; [8] A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace. 

What is really important about being a grown-up? Doing God’s will and obeying His word. Also realizing that your life is not about you, but about what you can do for others. You will find the more people you care about, the more people will care about 

you. The best life one can have on this earth is a life filled with doing God’s will. This life leads to death. After death there will be a Day of Judgment wherein man will give an account for all he has done in this life. If he has been faithful and obedient to God’s word, he will have a home in heaven. If he has lived to himself and not obeyed God’s word, he will be cast into eternal torment. Do not make the mistake many make in living only for themselves, but live for God. 

Remember, “For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.” 1 Cor. 6:20 (KJV)  
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Last Week:

1) To whom did Malachi suggest the people take their sacrifices? Would this man be pleased?









Their governor
(Malachi 1:8)

2) What do we present to the Lord as a sacrifice? 


Our bodies
(Romans 12:1)

3) Paul wrote, “…be not conformed to this _________? 

world
(Romans 12:2)
4) When they saw they were naked, Adam made an apron of fig leaves for him and Eve. What did the Lord make for them to wear? 





Coats of skin (Gen. 3:21)

5) What did Christ offer to God as a sacrifice for us?


Himself
(Ephesians 5:2)
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This week:

1) What is your body?





(1 Corinth. 6:19)

2) Whether we live or die, what are we?



(Romans 14:8)

3) What did Paul do when he became a man? 


(1 Corinth. 13:11)
4) Is drunkenness only a sin to minors?



(1 Corinth. 6:10, Galatians 5:21)

5) If someone does not work, what else should he not do?

(2 Thess. 3:10)

Answers in next bulletin


