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God has given us two gifts…

God has given us two gifts I would like to consider. Unfortunately, sometimes the gifts God sends to bless men are abused. I note this in mentioning the two gifts of our mind and time. 

The mind… 

Who could compare the human mind to anything man has made? God puts within the human body a mind that learns on its own. When one considers what a baby boy learns during the first few years of his life, one could only be over whelmed. The infant comes into the world totally helpless. He has no verbal way to communicate. He has no motor skills. Basically, the child has one function to note its discomfort; crying. However, in a few short years he learns to talk, eat, walk, run, and make simple decisions. He has the capacity to learn any language. The child learns “yes” from “no,” yet he does not know good from evil. He only knows that resisting “no,” brings about a form of discomfort; punishment. How could one compare the mind of a child to anything man can manufacture? A computer needs software. A computer has a limited amount of learning or storing. It also needs to be put in some device that could support its operational needs. This is opposite to the human mind. Note what the writer of Ecclesiastes said about hearing and seeing: “All things are full of labour; man cannot utter it: the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing.” Eccles. 1:8 (KJV)

The human mind is without doubt one of the greatest gifts God has given man. Unfortunately, men abuse the mind. The mind comes with a warning system: the conscience. Many times people wonder if a certain practice is a safe thing to do. What makes them doubt their actions is their conscience. Man sometimes says, “Let your conscience be your guide.” If our conscience was undefiled and un-defilable, this might be a good rule to follow. However, the conscience can be defiled, thus negating the good rule to allow it to lead our actions. Paul noted that some men defile their conscience to the extent that nothing is pure: “Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled.” Titus 1:15 (KJV)

Such men exist in society. They feel no guilt in harming others. They have no respect for anything that is good or pure. It is almost like the devil has influenced them to defile everything God has made. They call evil things good, and good things evil. Such would promote abortion and condemn an innocent life from entering this world. They promote the use of alcohol and drunkenness and condemn the Lord’s day for its activities. They take the name of the Lord in vain and condemn anyone who preaches in the name of the Lord. These people, and other like them, have a horrific eternal abode waiting for them. Such men are not new to our time. We can find them in Isaiah’s time. Isaiah wrote: “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight! Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to mingle strong drink: Which justify the wicked for reward, and take away the righteousness of the righteous from him! Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame consumeth the chaff, so their root shall be as rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as dust: because they have cast away the law of the Lord of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 5:20-24 (KJV)  

Knowing all of this one must answer the question,  “What have I done with what God has given me?” Have we kept our mind for the use of good things, or have we poisoned our minds with things acceptable to Satan and not God? The two are contrary to each other. One cannot have a mind of purity and defilement. Paul told those in Corinth, “Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils.” 

1 Cor. 10:21 (KJV)  

Time…

Time is the second gift God gives man. Time in and of itself is neither positive nor negative. It is simply the ticking of a clock that day by day, draws man closer to the Day of Judgment. While we have time to live, let us use it for God’s good. As with the mind, man has free will to use it for whatever purpose he so decides. Jesus notes that man’s time to work exists in his time on this earth: “I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.” 

John 9:4 (KJV)  

The idea of day and night is a metaphor. In Jesus’ time, man could only work during the daylight. Jesus uses day and night in reference to one’s life and death. He essentially says, “Man can only work while he is alive. When death comes, no man can work.” What man does not know is the length of time he has to live. This is necessary because if most people knew the day and time they would die, they would sin up to the very day and then “obey the gospel.” The idea being, most would only pretend to obey the gospel for a heavenly home. Since we do not know the time we will perish from this world, or the time Jesus will return, we must be obedient. Paul wrote concerning the time Christ would return: “But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night. But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation. For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him.” 1 Thes. 5:1-10 (KJV)  

God gives man time to do the most important thing man should do: the work of God (see the passage above in John 9:4) Knowing all of this, let us use those things that God has given us in a manner that gives God the glory. Let us use these things with gratitude, giving thanks to God for our life on this earth. Doug Clark
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Last Week:

1) Who wrote psalm 139?




David
(Psalm 139)

2) What did Samuel say about this man? That is, the Lord sought out a man after “___  ___  _____.”







His own heart (1 Samuel 13:14)

3) Who was hell specifically designed to hold and punish?
The devil and his angels (Matt 25:41)

4) Who ought we to obey?




God
(Acts 5:29)

5) What did God leave out of the Bible?


nothing
(2 Peter 1:2-3)

This week:

1) If we do not know if something is sinful, should we do it?


(Romans 14:23)

2) What are we to abstain from?





(1 Thess 5:22)
3) With the Lord, what is one day like?




(2 Peter 3:8)

4) What work did Jesus have to do?





(John 9:4)

5) What does this say about our life? What should we do with it?
Answers in next bulletin
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Eccles. 12:13-14 (KJV)  

    Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil. 
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