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God gave them up…

In speaking of the Gentile’s wickedness, Paul said: “Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves:” (Romans 1:24 (KJV)  

What does it mean when it says, “God also gave them up to the uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts…?” Basically it means God will not force anyone to worship him nor force them to obey his commands. God wants us to obey him through our own actions from our heart. 

There comes a time when the efforts being extended to teach or turn one back to the straight and narrow are exhausted and futile. This has happened in various times of history. In the time of Hezekiah, the tribe of Ephraim was invited to go to Jerusalem to partake of the Passover. “And Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah, and wrote letters also to Ephraim and Manasseh, that they should come to the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, to keep the passover unto the Lord God of Israel.” (2 Chron. 30:1 (KJV)  

Ephraim responded: “So the posts passed from city to city through the country of Ephraim and Manasseh even unto Zebulun: but they laughed them to scorn, and mocked them.” 

(2 Chron. 30:10 (KJV)  

The people of Ephraim were so corrupted with idols they passed what might be referred to as a “point of no return.” That is, they had rejected God for so long, that they would not repent and turn to God. Hosea noted Ephraim’s condition: “Ephraim is joined to idols; leave him alone! Even when their drinks are gone, they continue their prostitution; their rulers dearly love shameful ways. A whirlwind will sweep them away, and their sacrifices will bring them shame.” (Hosea 4:17-19 (NIV)  

In the New Testament Jesus was sending out the twelve and he noted the actions they were to take if someone would not received: “And whosoever will not receive you, when ye go out of that city, shake off the very dust from your feet for a testimony against them.” 

(Luke 9:5 (KJV)

When Paul and Barnabas were in Antioch in Pisidia, the scripture notes what happened, “But the Jews stirred up the devout and honourable women, and the chief men of the city, and raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of their coasts. But they shook off the dust of their feet against them, and came unto Iconium.” 
(Acts 13:50-51 (KJV)  

These are actions taken because the people rejected the word of God to the extent that trying to turn them to Christ would be a vain effort. To say, “God also gave them up to the uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts…?” is simply to say that certain people have had the opportunity to respond to the gospel through the efforts of godly people and further efforts to try and turn them would be vanity. The only hope is that eventually the seed we planted will one day grow and influence them to obey the gospel. 

Truth and lies

Ever since the Garden of Eden, with the discourse between the serpent and Eve, the truth and lies have been in the world. Just as with good and evil, it is up to man to find the truth and stay clear of lies. Unfortunately, some men are content to find a “truth” that appeals to them and believe it. Paul noted there is a strong delusion in the world: “For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” (2 Thes. 2:7-12 (KJV)  

Just as Eve believed the serpent, men will believe him still. The serpent only added one word to God’s command: not. “And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:” (Genesis 3:4 (KJV)  

One might do the same with Mark 16:16. Jesus said, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” Man says, “He that believeth and is not baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” There are more people who believe baptism is not essential to salvation than those who acknowledge the words of Jesus. The strong delusion is preached more than the truth. God has not hidden the truth. The Bible is the most published book in the world. It is up to man to read it to know the truth. The truth is not obscure. 

I rarely use the New International Version because of some of its translation problems. However, in this case it does the passage justice: “The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them.” (Romans 1:18-19 (NIV)  

This passage noted how passages such as Mark 16:16, Acts 2:38, (and other passages that teach Baptism is essential to salvation) have their truth suppressed although the truth is plainly seen. This is done by the wickedness of false teachers. Such people are not new to society. Note the actions of the Pharisees: “But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.” (Matthew 23:13 (KJV)  

Jesus warned: “For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.” 

(Matthew 24:24 (KJV)  

The elect refers to the saints of the church. There are many false teachers who suppress the truth to the extent that people believe the lie and reject the truth. Please seek the plainly seen truth and do not suppress it. - - Doug Clark
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Last Week:
1) What does “evil communications” (bad company) lead to?

Bad manners (habits) (1 Cor. 15:33)

2) What do those who eat the bread of wickedness drink? 

The wine of violence  (Pro. 4:17)

3) Solomon warned his son saying, “If sinners entice thee… 

consent thou not?
(Proverbs 1:10)
4) What is God “not”?





Mocked
(Galatians 6:7)

5) One who sows flesh, reaps what? 



Corruption (Galatians 6:8)
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This week:
1) Who would not “receive” John?




(John 1:9)

2) Why would he not receive him?




(John 1:9)

3) What did Jesus say not to do with pearls?



(Matthew 7:6)

4) What did the Pharisees do with the kingdom of Heaven?

(Matthew 23:13)

5) Parts of some tribes went to the Passover. Who were they?  
(2 Chron. 30:11)

Answers in next bulletin
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