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From bondage to freedom:
If the Israelites followed the Lord’s commandments they would have received a long happy and prosperous life. Unfortunately, they did not. Many times the Lord noted they failed to remember what he did for them.

For background: As we begin we find in the first chapter of the book of Exodus a new Pharaoh who did not know the patriarch Joseph. This Pharaoh feared the ever increasing number of the Israelites and the military threat they posed. In his wisdom, he decided to kill off the male babies (of Israelites) and turn the rest of the Israelites into slaves. Consider the life of the Israelites under this Pharaoh: “So they put slave masters over them to oppress them with forced labor, and they built Pithom and Rameses as store cities for Pharaoh. But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread; so the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites and worked them ruthlessly. They made their lives bitter with hard labor in brick and mortar and with all kinds of work in the fields; in all their hard labor the Egyptians used them ruthlessly.” 
Exodus 1:11-14

God saw the oppression of His people and decided to free them from their bondage. What the Lord wanted the Israelites to see was his strength and power over the Pharaoh and gods of Egypt. The people needed to see that the gods of Egypt and Pharaoh were powerless against the God of the Israelites (the true God of the earth). This is the reason for the ten plagues. On the affliction of the third plague of gnats, Pharaoh’s magicians confessed they were unable to duplicate or stop the plague of the gnats: “The magicians said to Pharaoh, ‘This is the finger of God.’ But Pharaoh's heart was hard and he would not listen, just as the LORD had said.” Exodus 8:19

It is necessary for us to see the misery the Israelites were in and how Pharaoh was powerless against the Lord. The reason for this is to teach us about hard bondage and God’s ability to free His people from their bondage. In the Old Testament this bondage was physical bondage of God’s people under Pharaoh. We need to liken this to the bondage of our sins. Although Satan is able to tempt us, the Lord is always able to free us from the bondage of sin.

God sent Moses, Jesus came to Earth:
To free the Israelites God sent Moses to Egypt. To free us from our sin, God came in the flesh: Jesus. At first, Moses was unwilling to return to Egypt and face Pharaoh. After several excuses the hesitant Moses finally said, “But Moses said, "O Lord, please send someone else to do it.” Exodus 4:13

We do not get that picture from Christ. “Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: "Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me; with burnt offerings and sin offerings you were not pleased. Then I said, 'Here I am--it is written  about  me in the scroll--I have come to do your will, O God.'”  Hebrews 10:5-7

Moses was apprehensive because of the unknown problems that faced him. Jesus knew what faced him. When Jesus was twelve, his parents were returning home from Jerusalem. They thought Jesus was with other family members. However, they discovered he was missing. Upon searching for him they found him in the temple courts teaching and discussing the law. Upon questioning him as to why he worried them so, Jesus said: “Why were you searching for me?" he asked. "Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?” Luke 2:49

Moses did not know he would become a great of law giver. He did not know he would have a relationship with God that no other man had. (See Numbers 12:6-8) Jesus knew His relationship with the Father and the great sacrifice he had to endure. Even in His greatest time of despair Jesus went to the Father, “Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.” Luke 22:42

Regardless of their readiness to do the Lord’s will, Jesus and Moses both knew their tasks: to free men from bondage.

Did both men accomplish their tasks?
Did both men accomplish their tasks? Moses sinned against the Lord  and  was  not  allowed  to  enter  the  promised  land (Numbers 20:7-12). The new generation of Israelites was allowed to enter the land under Joshua’s guidance. With God’s hand Moses did free the people from their bondage.

As for Jesus, he accomplished His task and was received into Heaven, and now sits at the right hand of God.

What of bondage?
What of our bondage? Moses freed the Israelites from harsh Egyptian bondage. Jesus died a perfect sacrifice to take away the bondage of sin. However, there are failures of mankind that complicates this life.

The Israelites would continually forsake God’s commandments and would suffer under oppression and bondage. Eventually, the nation of  Israel  would  be  carried  off  in  captivity by the Assyrians in 722 B.C. These people would never return as a nation. Judah and Jerusalem would be attacked, oppressed and carried off into captivity by the Babylonians about one hundred and fifty years later. A remnant of these people would return.

In today’s world, mankind is under the captivity of sin. This is not a situation which the Lord desires.

One must ask, “Where is the failure of man?” The answer is simple, we forget what God has done for us. The Israelites constantly forgot God’s grace. When men are tempted of sin, they sometimes forget the sacrifice of Jesus. If we could remember the sacrifice, when Satan tempts us, and react in a godly manner, we would    deliver    ourselves    from    the   mouth   of   the   lion   (see 1 Peter 5:8).

Many reject God’s plan of Salvation because they believe they ‘had it better’ when in their past sinful state. Consider the failure of the Israelites when standing at the “doorway” of the promised land, and failed to enter because of their weak faith and their weak memory, “And the whole congregation of the children of Israel murmured  against  Moses  and  Aaron in the wilderness:  And  the children of Israel said unto them, Would to God we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh pots, and when we did eat bread to the full; for ye have brought us forth into this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” Exodus 16:2-3

Oh, how soon they forgot the taskmasters and the hard labor from which they could not free themselves. Let us not forget how bad we ‘had it’ when we allowed Satan to control our lives. Sin only brings about slavery. Righteousness delivers one from certain eternal death.
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Last Week:

The first three questions are over the types of authority we have for the things we practice: Direct commandment, approved (apostolic) example or necessary inferance.

1)  Meeting every first day of the week.


Necessary inferance
(Acts 20:7)

2) “Thou shalt not kill” is an example of?


Direct commandment  (Romans 13:9)
3) Meeting on the first day of the week.


Approved example  (Acts 20:7)
4) What type of fire did Nadab and Abihu offer?

Strange fire (Lev. 10:1)

5) Finish: …”which he commanded them ______.

commanded them not. (Lev. 10:2)



This week:

1) How does Peter describe Satan?





(1 Peter 5:8)
2) Who were Shammua, Shaphat, Igal, Palti, Gaddiel, Gaddi, Ammiel, Sethur, Nahbi, and Geuel?









(Num. 13:14-15)
3) How do they different from Joshua and Caleb? 



(Numbers 13-14)
4) What does righteousness do for a nation?




(Proverbs 14:34)

5) Knowing he faced death, what was Jesus’ attitude towards the Father’s will?
(Luke 22:42)
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