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“And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.” 

Genesis 3:6 (KJV)  

In the Garden of Eden, Satan showed his talents by tempting Eve to believe him and doubt God. He caused her to rationalize the partaking of the forbidden tree. She partook of it quoting God’s warning, “But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.” Genesis 3:3 (KJV)  

Why did she partake of it knowing the punishment was death? Because she doubted God and believed Satan. Look at the opening passage again: “And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.” Genesis 3:6 (KJV)  

This is the way of Satan. He calls evil, good and good, evil. This was the problem in Isaiah’s time. God said through Isaiah: “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!” Isaiah 5:20-21 (KJV)  

The quest of Satan is to get you to sin. In order to do that he must tempt you to do something you would not normally do: evil. He will do this by persuading you that evil is good. He will work on your five senses to tempt you in three ways: the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life. These are the things of the world. John warns about them: “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.” 1 John 2:15-17 (KJV)  

These are the same three areas in which he tempted Eve. Note the warning about the drinking of wine: “Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath contentions? who hath babbling? who hath wounds without cause? who hath redness of eyes? They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to seek mixed wine. Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it moveth itself aright. At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder. Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine heart shall utter perverse things. Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the midst of the sea, or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast. They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and I was not sick; they have beaten me, and I felt it not: when shall I awake? I will seek it yet again.” 
Proverbs 23:29-35 (KJV)  

The writer notes those who drink mixed wine suffer from mental and physical problems (woes). Note the warning mentioned in the middle of the passage: “Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it moveth itself aright.” The warning is about the color of the liquid. Why? Because Satan makes the wine “pleasant to the eyes” just as he did with Eve. 

What did Eve get for her obedience to Satan? God said to her: “Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.” Genesis 3:16 (KJV)  

She and Adam were also sent from the garden of Eden. Adam’s punishment would begin man’s striving to work for his daily bread. No longer would Adam be allowed to simply “tend the garden:” “And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife,  and hast eaten of the tree,  of  which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” Genesis 3:17-19 (KJV)  

All of this came about because Satan called evil, good and she believed him. 

Consider who looks out for our good: God or Satan? Consider whether it is better to obey God or Satan. It does not matter how “good” Satan presents something, if it is evil, it is best to abstain from the sin. 

Sin is addictive and it escalates

One point to make is, sin is addictive. If a person tells one lie, they are likely to tell another. When someone does drugs, they are likely to do them again. When one spouse cheats on their spouse, they are likely to try it again. Worse, sometimes the sin escalates. That is one might try marijuana, but because they like what it does to them, they try crystal meth. This leads to cocaine or heroin. This is dangerous part of sin.

Now they are spending their income on drugs. Drugs have no positive impact on family finances. I am reminded of one woman who sold her body constantly to support her $600.00 a day habit. She did not start her drug habit at such an expense. One young man (age 26) woke up one day and realized all he owned would fit in two garbage sized trash bags. Drugs and alcohol cost him everything others had acquired through their work. 

These physical consequences are nothing compared to the eternal consequences. Hell is not jail. It is not a temporary abode. It does not have rest periods. It is designed for Satan and his angels. One might say it is designed for the worst of the worst. Heaven is for the best of the best. Where does that leave the people in-between? Paul wrote: “And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;” 2 Thes. 1:7-9 (KJV)  

Although they do not commit heinous crimes, their disobedience is rebellion against all the good God had done for them. Remember the rhetorical question from Peter: “For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?” 

1 Pet. 4:17-18 (KJV) 
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Last Week:

1)  What was the occupation of the man converted in Acts 8:26-39? 

Treasurer to a Queen
2)  What was the occupation of the woman converted in Acts 16:13-15?

Seller of purple
3) What was the occupation of the man converted in Acts 16:23-34? 

Jailor
4) What was the “talent” the man converted in Acts 8:9-13? 


He could “bewitch” people

5) Observing the answers to the questions above, can anyone who wants to obey the gospel be saved? (Galatians 3:17-28 might help). 





Yes.
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This week:

1)  Of what does Satan’s natural language consist?



(John 8:44)
2)  Why did Jesus say Satan was a murder from the beginning?

(John 8:44)
3)  Of whom does the Bible say it is impossible for this person to lie?  

(Heb. 6:18)
4)  What “tempts” a man?




 

(James 1:14)

5)  When is finished, what does it bring about?



(James 1:15)
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