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Some things in life are good to apply to everything we do. One such thing is what Jesus tells us to do about considering what it means to follow him: “And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, and said unto them, If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it? Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish. Or what king, going to make war against another king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand? Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace. So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.” Luke 14:25-33 (KJV)  

It is the concept of counting the cost that I wish to address. Although following Jesus is to give up our life for him, consider the greater issue. If we give up this life for Jesus, we become a joint-heir with him when this life is over: “For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” Romans 8:15-18 (KJV)  

By following Jesus we become possessors in the after life. We gain all one could want and more by forsaking the lusts in this world. Why place a greater importance on this life than the one to come. This is why one would follow Christ. 

However, there is another side to this. Count the cost of not giving up this life. It comes down to a simple statement made by Paul the apostle: “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

Romans 6:23 (KJV)  

Let’s tie all this together. 

Let’s tie all of this together. If I do not take my cross and follow Christ, all I have to look forward to are the small temporary blessings of this life. Knowing that we face God in a final judgment, since we did not follow Christ, we will definitely not follow him into heaven (his present and eternal abode.) Instead we will be shunned by God and eternally condemned in Hell. The wages of sin is death. 

If I do take up my cross and follow Christ, I die to this world’s lusts and live a life acceptable to God. This will grant me a home in Heaven when this life is over. In the passage mentioned above Paul said immediately before: “For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” 

Romans 8:13-14 (KJV)  

This idea of mortify the deeds of the body, means we put to death the sinful deeds of the body. Note what Paul wrote to the brethren in Colosse: “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience:” Col. 3:1-6 (KJV)  

Herein is the summary: dying to the world and following Christ leads to eternal life. “Dying” to Christ and following the world, leads to eternal damnation. Which is more important to you? 

Unfortunately people think dying to the world means we live a boring, unfulfilled, unhappy life. This is what Satan would have us to think. Christians are still free to live a good life, we simply abstain from sin and obey God’s word. Further, Jesus does not ask us anything difficult: “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30 (KJV)  

Please take time to count the cost of not following Jesus. “Giving up” and dying to this world means we gain heaven as a home for all eternity. 

One man was rich and counted the cost of the rest of his life. Unfortunately, the rest of his life was centered upon his ease and not God: “And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my  barns,  and  build  greater;  and  there  will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.” Luke 12:16-21 (KJV)  

Counting the cost involves more of the here and now. Consider this everyday example; someone goes to buy tires for their car. One tire is rated at 30,000 miles and cost $60.00. Another tire is rated at 60,000 miles and cost $80.00. Which is the best value? The 30,000 mile tire cost .002 cents per mile while the 60,000 mile tire cost .0013 cents per mile. Because the initial prices are different, people expect the cheaper tire to be the better bargain. It is not. The person will have to purchase two of the $60.00 tires to go the same distance of the $80.00 tire. Now the cost is $120.00 against $80.00 for 60,000 miles. Further, usually the more expensive tire gives better benefits. A life of ease on earth reaps an eternal life of torment. A life of Christ gives better benefits for all concerned. If we lived like kings for two lifetimes on this earth, it would only be a moment in eternity. 
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Last Week:

1) What is the difference between the Bible and other books?
The Bible is inspired (2 Tim. 3:16)

2) What type of teachers did Peter warn us about?
OOPS Again! should be 2 Peter 2:1            







Answer: False teachers (2 Pet.  2:1)

3) To our knowledge, was Noah told exactly when it would begin raining? No








(Genesis 6:13-22)

4) How did Peter say the day of the Lord would come? 








Like a thief in the night  (2 Pet. 3:10)

5) What does that mean?



We do not know when Jesus will return.(2 Peter 3:10)
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This week:

1)  Is money the root of all evil?





(1 Timothy 6:10)
2) Who refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter?


(Hebrews 11:24)
3) What does one gain if he gains the whole world but loses his own soul?
(Matthew 16:26)
4) What congregation was in poverty, but rich?



(Revelation 2:8-9)

5) What congregation was rich, but actually poor?



(Rev. 3:14-17)
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