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With the arrival of summer temperatures also comes the shedding of clothes and the showing of skin. Many today feel there is little wrong with wearing clothes that leave nearly nothing for the imagination to ponder. Some probably think of the artist’s conception of Adam and Eve in their fig leaves and feel that if the Lord was content with such little clothing, then all that is necessary is to wear something likened to it. However, the time Adam and Eve wore fig leaves, there was no one there to paint their picture. Therefore, it was up to the artist as to the size of the fig leaf. If people would return to the Bible they would find Adam made more than one fig leaf to hide their bodies and later, God improved on what Adam made. First note that Adam made an apron for both to wear: “And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.” Genesis 3:7 (KJV)  

Second is God’s improvement: “Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed them.” Genesis 3:21 (KJV)

Adam and Eve were not nearly naked as the artists have painted. Even if they were, God provided coats of skin for them to wear. 

What is your motivation for the clothes you wear? 

I ask a simple question, “What is your motivation for the clothes you wear?” I realize we wear clothes that compliment our outward appearance. Rarely will one wear something that makes them look disproportionate. Rarely will one wear clothes that are a color that does not compliment the color of their skin. Some believe our clothes should speak of our attitude. Part of being a teenager is being popular with one specific group of people. One group wears blue jeans, others wear designer slacks… Each group has their own style. Regardless, no one really wants to look out of place. 

However, in regards to projecting an appearance it should be one that allows others to see Jesus living in us. Does the way we dress reflect our heart? Does it reflect the godly person we should be or provoke those of the opposite sex to impure thoughts? I realize there are some who would have such thoughts regardless of what we wear, but what of the average person? Do we wear clothes to reflect the custom of the day or the mind of a first century Christian? 

Consider Paul’s thoughts to Timothy concerning a woman’s attire, “In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works.” 1 Tim. 2:9-10 (KJV)  

This passage has two thoughts: 1) a woman is not to be outwardly adorned with gold and jewelry for such a woman shows a life of worldliness. 2) A woman should be dressed with shamefacedness and sobriety. That is, she should not look like a harlot. 

The Lord expects Christians to look like Christians. They are to project the appearance of Jesus. 

In Peter’s instructions to wives, he wrote, “Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the wives; While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear. Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands:” 1 Peter 3:1-5 (KJV)  

An old saying is, one’s apparel should be “chaste,” not so that we will be “chased.” 

Many problems have occurred because people dressed according to the way of the world and not like a Christian. If for no other passage one should consider their body as the temple of the Holy Ghost: “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?” (1 Cor. 6:19 (KJV)  Note that not only is your body a temple, but it does not belong to you. One should dress so God is reflected.  
Douglas R. Clark
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Salvation by baptism and works

Many teach a doctrine that all one must do is believe and they are saved. They usually teach one must hear, believe, repent, confess and pray the sinner’s prayer. It is interesting that their Bibles all read the same as ours, but their commentaries explain away the importance of Baptism. Jesus commanded it: Mark 16:16. Peter commanded it: Acts 2:38. When Ananias went to Saul, he commanded him,  “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” Acts 22:16 (KJV)

One ‘puts on Christ’ when he is baptized: Galatians 3:27. 

The Bible obviously teaches baptism is essential to Salvation for it is the only act of faith that is directly associated with the removal of sins. They teach that baptism is a work and since it is a work it cannot be essential. Unfortunately, those who teach a faith only doctrine (or such) stay away from the scriptures that note baptism is essential. However, I can do the same if I am content to disregard passages teaching about hearing, faith, repentance and confession. Consider this wrongly divided argument:

Salvation by baptism only

Salvation comes by baptism only. Note what Peter teaches about salvation. He first reminds us of Noah and how he was saved by water and then says, “The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:” 1 Peter 3:21 (KJV)  

Further, since some believe that works do not save… “Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only. Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way?” James 2:21-25 (KJV)

It is obvious that to make my point I have wrongly divided the scriptures. My point being, when one disregards the sanctity of the scriptures they can teach a doctrine foreign to God although they ‘prove’ it with words. Thus the importance to learn the scriptures so we can rightly divide them.

There is a further note to those who believe that baptism is a work. The Bible never defines baptism as a work. However, it does define believing as a work in John 6:29! The “works” mentioned through which man cannot merit salvation are the works of the Old Law. It is because the word is not rightly divided that one can teach salvation does not include works. Fact is, we are created in Jesus for that purpose. See Ephesians 2:10. - - Doug Clark
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Last Week:

1) Are all scriptures given by inspiration? Give passage 


Yes, 2 Tim. 3:16

2) Who said he saw the, “Son of man standing on the right hand of God” 
Stephen (Acts 7:55-56)


3) How many Biblical writers said Judas betrayed Jesus?


No less than five
4) What does John say about Judas in John 12:6?
 that he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief
5) What is it impossible for God to do?




Lie  (Hebrews 6:18)
This week:

1) What did Adam make to wear?




(Genesis 3:7)

2) What did God make? 





(Genesis 3:21)


3) How many Biblical writers said Judas betrayed Jesus?


4) When we study the Bible to whom are we showing ourselves to be approved: God or man (2 Tim. 2:15)

5) What must we learn to do with the scriptures?


(2 Timothy 2:15)
Answers in next bulletin
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