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Believing a lie

I have heard recently that it is okay to believe a lie. Some teach the truth does not really matter, what matters is what you believe. This idea is dangerous. Nothing could be further from the truth. Try convincing your math teacher that since you firmly believe 6 X 6 = 38, that he/she will have to accept your answers accordingly. Every computation you make with that equation will be incorrect according to the teacher, but since you really believe it, the instructor must accept your answers to be correct. 

If someone poisons your food and you eat it, not knowing it is poisoned, will it affect you? Ask anyone who has suffered from food poisoning. I can personally vouch for this question. I once ate a hamburger thinking it was okay to eat. I was sick for three days. Knowing or not knowing did not matter. What mattered was, the meat was tainted and would sicken anyone who ate it. 
God does not tolerate lies or liars. No liar will have heaven as a home: “And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.” 

Rev. 21:6-8 (KJV)  

There are two men to consider when we consider believing a lie. The first is Samson. He was in a relationship with a woman named Delilah. She was paid to find the source of his strength: “And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah. And the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and said unto her, Entice him, and see wherein his great strength lieth, and by what means we may prevail against him, that we may bind him to afflict him: and we will give thee every one of us eleven hundred pieces of silver.” 

Judges 16:4-5 (KJV)  

Delilah tried to find the secret of his strength but he toyed with her and constantly got free of her three attempts to bind him. Finally: “And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with her words, and urged him, that his soul was vexed unto death. And he told her all his heart, and said unto her, There hath not come a razor upon my head; for I have been a Nazirite unto God from my mother's womb: if I be shaven, then my strength will go from me, and I shall become weak, and be like any other man.” Judges 16:16-17 (ASV)  

“And when Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she sent and called for the lords of the Philistines, saying, Come up this once, for he hath told me all his heart. Then the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and brought the money in their hand. And she made him sleep upon her knees; and she called for a man, and shaved off the seven locks of his head; and she began to afflict him, and his strength went from him. And she said, The Philistines are upon thee, Samson. And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times, and shake myself free. But he knew not that Jehovah was departed from him.” Judges 16:18-20 (ASV)  

Note what Samson thought: “And she said, The Philistines are upon thee, Samson. And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times, and shake myself free. But he knew not that Jehovah was departed from him.” 

Judges 16:20 (ASV)  

Samson believed he would “shake” himself free, but he could not. It did not matter what he believed, what mattered was the truth. God had left him. 

The second example concerned a prophet and an older prophet. God had instructed the younger prophet to go to Bethel and to deliver God’s message to them. The king, Jeroboam did not like the message so he tried to grab the prophet. However, when he tried to grab him, his hand dried up and he could not take it back. The king asked a favor of the prophet, to ask the Lord for his hand to be restored, and the young prophet did so. “And the king said unto the man of God, Come home with me, and refresh thyself, and I will give thee a reward. And the man of God  said  unto  the king,  If  thou wilt  give  me half thy house, I will not go in with thee, neither will I eat bread nor drink water in this place; for so was it charged me by the word of Jehovah, saying, Thou shalt eat no bread, nor drink water, neither return by the way that thou camest. So he went another way, and returned not by the way that he came to Beth-el.” 1 Kings 13:7-10 (ASV)  

Later, upon hearing what happened an older prophet went to get the younger prophet and invited him back to eat with him. The younger prophet told him what God had warned him not to do. However, the older prophet lied, “And  he  said  unto him, I also am a prophet as thou art; and an angel spake unto me by the word of Jehovah, saying, Bring him back with thee into thy house, that he may eat bread and drink water. But he lied unto him.” (1 Kings 13:18 (ASV)  

As they were eating, the word of the Lord came to the older prophet and told him what would happen to the other prophet. The older prophet instructed the younger prophet what would happen to him because he was deceived and sinned against God’s instructions. On his journey home a lion killed the younger prophet. The older prophet went and brought the younger prophet’s body back and put him in his own grave. It is interesting that the lion killed the prophet but did not kill the donkey he was riding on. Neither did the lion leave. When the older prophet got to the scene, the lion, donkey and younger prophet were there. 

Although some might think God unjust for the ruin of these two men, they both could have taken a moment and asked the Lord what they should do. This is where people fail. They do not consult the Lord on what they hear. They believe the lie because they do not read what God has said of the matter. When it comes to what we believe, it needs to be the truth. Jesus said: “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:32 (KJV)  

Upon listening to the various religious beliefs, one would think there are no false teachers in the world. Unfortunately, the world is filled with false teachers. We must investigate what is taught so we can believe and follow the truth. Peter wrote: “But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.” 

2 Pet. 2:1 (KJV)  

Next time you hear someone say it is perfectly acceptable to believe a lie, consider who would say that, God or Satan.
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Last Week:

1) What word does the King James Version use for the words “self control?“ 







Temperance  (Acts 24:25; Gal. 5:23; 2 Pet. 1:6)

2) What did Cain have to do for his sacrifice to be accepted? 







He had to do well. That which is right.  (Genesis 4:7)

3) Who does an addiction replace?


Our love for God
(Matthew 22:37)

4) What are we to do with those who do not have self control?








We are to have nothing to do with them.(2 Tim. 3:1-5)

5) When the drunkard awakes, what does he want? 
Another drink (Pro. 23:35)

This week:

1) Who is the father of all lies?




(John 8:44)
2) Who told the first lie?





(Genesis 4:4)
3) Did he make it sound like the lie was actually a good thing?  

(Genesis 4:4)
4) Who lied to God thinking they were lying to men?


(Acts 5:1-4)

5) Those who believe not the truth have pleasure in what?

(2 Thess. 2:12)
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