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Are all men accountable to God?

There is a doctrine professed by some who believe only those who have decided to follow God are accountable to God. That is, if I choose not to follow God, he cannot punish me if I fail in being a Christian. Is this true? No. Let us look to the Bible for the answers. 

In the Old Testament all men were accountable to God. Although the children of Israel were God’s chosen people, the other nations were also accountable to God. 

When we look to the book of Genesis, we find the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed by God for their perverseness and sin (Genesis 18&19).

If you consider the city of Nineveh, found in the book of Jonah, you find that God sends Jonah to warn it about his decision to destroy it should they not obey his will. Nineveh was the capitol city of Assyrian Empire and not a city of the Jews. However, their sins had come before God and he was going to destroy it: “Now the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me.” 

Jonah 1:1-2 (KJV)  

When the Israelites were taken into captivity, God punished the nations and cities that did evil against them. Tyre and Sidon were such cities. Note what God said the them: “Now what have you against me, O Tyre and Sidon and all you regions of Philistia? Are you repaying me for something I have done? If you are paying me back, I will swiftly and speedily return on your own heads what you have done.  For you took my silver and my gold and carried off my finest treasures to your temples.   You sold the people of Judah and Jerusalem to the Greeks, that you might send them far from their homeland. "See, I am going to  rouse  them  out  of  the  places  to  which you sold them,  and I will return on your own heads what you have done.  I will sell your sons and daughters to the people of Judah, and they will sell them to the Sabeans, a nation far away." The LORD has spoken.” Joel 3:4-8 (NIV)

Tyre and Sidon are condemned by the Lord for what they did to God’s people. Even though there was no “covenant” with Tyre and Sidon, it was because they mistreated the Israelites that they were punished by the Lord. Had they not mistreated the Israelites, but rather tried to help them, they would have received a blessing, and preserved themselves from the wrath of God.

There are two passages to note from the Old Testament:

Jeremiah 32:27 (KJV)  

Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh: is there any thing too hard for me? 

Genesis 18:25 (KJV)  

That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? 

Why note these things from the Old Testament? Because we learn about God and judgment from the Old Testament. Paul wrote, “For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.” Romans 15:4 (KJV)  

This means if we understand the Old Testament, we can better understand the New Testament. In considering the doctrine mentioned above, we now look to the New Testament to see if all men are accountable to God. 

There are two passages that simply state that all men are to obey God. The first is when Paul was in Athens on Mar’s Hill. He was greatly disturbed at the city because they were too superstitious. They were so deep into idolatry and worried that they might neglect some “god” to the extent they had an altar to the “Unknown God.” In Paul’s speech (Acts 17:22-31) he notes how all men are accountable to God. In verse twenty-six he said of God, “And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;” 

In verses twenty-eight and twenty-nine he notes we are the “offspring of God.” Finally in verses thirty and thirty-one he said: “And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent: Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.

Clearly, all men are accountable to God from this passage. Peter later tells us that all men are accountable to God: “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 2 Peter 3:9 (KJV)  

It would be simple enough to remember that Jesus commanded his apostles to go into all the world: “And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted. And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” Matthew 28:17-20 (KJV)    

In writing of the Judgment scene, John records: “And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and  the  dead  were  judged  out  of  those  things  which  were written in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.” Rev. 20:12-13 (KJV)  

All the people who have lived, will stand before God in judgment. No one will be missing. This is the seriousness of the situation. All men are accountable to God. 

There are other passages and other arguments we could make to prove that all men are accountable to God, but these should be sufficient. 
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Last Week:

1) What person will not have any part in the kingdom of God?







In short the sinner, including the drunkard (1 Corinth. 6:10)

2) What was one of the factors in stoning to death a son?
If he was a drunkard (Deut. 21:18-21)

3) What will the drunkard and the glutton come to?

Poverty
(Proverbs 23:21)
4) How was Egypt to act?  


Like a drunken man staggering in his own vomit (Isaiah 19:14) 

5) What can happen physically to those who get drunk? 






They vomit and fall and cannot get back up (Jeremiah 25:27)
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This week:

1) What point did Paul make about God in Romans 3:29?
2) When Abraham began trying to get God from destroying Sodom and Gomorrah, how many people righteous people were first to be found that would spare the city?
(Genesis 18:24)

3) How many righteous people did God and Abraham finally agree upon to spare the cities?









(Genesis 18:32)
4) Were there enough righteous people to spare the cities?

(Genesis 19) 

5) Why was Abraham concerned about the destruction of the cities? 
(Gen. 13:12)
Answers in next bulletin
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