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There are no false teachers!

In today’s religious community it is obvious there are no false teachers! Everyone is in complete agreement with the New Testament and teach the gospel as Jesus would have it taught. Note this part of Jesus’ prayer: “Neither for these only do I pray, but for them also that believe on me through their word; that they may all be one; even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be in us: that the world may believe that thou didst send me. And the glory which thou hast given me I have given unto them; that they may be one, even as we are one; I in them, and thou in me, that they may be perfected into one; that the world may know that thou didst send me, and lovedst them, even as thou lovedst me.” John 17:20-23 (ASV)  

Note parts of this prayer I underlined that proves there are no false teachers. Everyone who claims to be a Christian should all believe and teach the same thing. Not only an “on the surface” type faith, but a perfected faith that all are one. All of this oneness agrees with the teaching of Paul: “There is one body, and one Spirit, even as also ye were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all, and through all, and in all.” Ephes. 4:4-6 (ASV)  

Note especially the thought of one faith and one baptism. This indicates we all believe the same doctrine and all baptize for the same reason.

I am stating all of this because it should be obvious by now that the claim “there are not false teachers” is not true. Those who have strayed from the New Testament teachings would have people believe there are no false teachers, but it is not true. While Jesus insists we all believe as one and are perfected in oneness, the religious world teaches a doctrine of “unity in diversity.” That itself is an oxy-moron. That is, it is like someone saying, “He is an honest crook.” The religious world says we are all one even though we all differ in faith and practices. This only “works” in the religious realm. 

You believe 2 + 2 = 4 and I’ll believe 2 + 2 + 5, and we will be in perfect agreement! A third person then can believe that 2 + 2 = 3, and all three of us will be in agreement. We all believe the same thing! We all believe that 2 + 2, equals something. What we differ on is the answer to the question. 

You believe Thomas Jefferson was the first president and I’ll believe George Washington was the first president and we will be in complete agreement. 

If we continue to take the argument of “unity in diversity” into other arguments of other areas, we will find that people only believe this doctrine is true when applied to the Bible. 

What does a false teacher look like?

When considering a false teacher one must ask, what will he or she look like? The answer is they look like anyone else. The fact is they can even appear to be godly people. Paul warned those in Thessalonica: “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.” 2 Cor. 11:13-15 (KJV)  

The truth is they can appear more righteous than a minister of the Lord. Some false teachers wear special clothing to make themselves appear holy. They will wear crosses, robes of silk and other special articles of clothing. This is an old practice. The Pharisees of Jesus’ time would widen the cuffs on their clothes and put in them phylacteries to show their holiness. The phylacteries were simply scriptures they had learned and it was a way they could appear more holy than others. Jesus said of them: “But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their garments” Matthew 23:5 (KJV)  

What will a false teacher sometimes call themselves?

Second we find false teachers wanting people to call them a special name or title such as Reverend, Pastor, father... This too is an old practice. Again, Jesus said of the Pharisees: “And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren. And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven.” 
Matthew 23:7-9 (KJV)  
Jesus said, “And call no man your father on the earth: for one is your Father, even he who is in heaven.” Matthew 23:9 (ASV)  

What do they teach?

Most of all, we must learn to tell a false teacher by their doctrine. Peter tells us: “But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.” 2 Peter 2:1 (KJV)  

A heresy is simply a choice. The thought of a damnable heresy is someone who brings in something that is not of God. This would include unauthorized changes to the practices of the Lord’s church. Instrumental music is a damnable heresy because there is no authorization for it in the New Testament. 

A false teacher, whether teaching a false doctrine accidentally or intentionally, will improperly divide the Bible. They will take passages out of context or teach them incorrectly. Mark 16:16, is one such passage (He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. Mark 16:16 (KJV))  

Some teach it says: “first you believe and are saved, and then you are baptized as an outward show of an inward change.” This is not what the passage says. 

What would they practice?

Finally we look to what they would practice. They may teach that babies need to be baptized for their sins. They take an Old Testament passage (Exodus 20:5) and distort its context. Even if Exodus 20:5, did condemn the children for the sins of the father, Ezekiel 18:20, would nullify it: “The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.” Ezekiel 18:20 (KJV)  

How do we tell a false teacher from others?

How can we tell a false teacher from those who preach and teach Jesus aright? By looking at what they teach in accordance with the scriptures. John wrote: “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.” 1 John 4:1 (KJV)  

Look in the Bible and see if their doctrine is in accordance with the scriptures around it and with the overall text of the Bible. There are false teachers in the Bible and they are good at making themselves to look godly. - - Doug Clark
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Last Week:

1)  What is Satan’s natural language?

Lies
(John 8:44)
2)  What are fathers charged with doing?





Bringing up their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. (Eph. 6:4)
3)  What did Solomon tell his son to do?




Hear the instruction of the father and forsake not the law of the mother.
(Pro. 1:8)
4)  What are we to do, “If sinners entice thee? 
Consent thou not.  (Proverbs 1:9)

5)  What is the beginning of knowledge?

The fear of the Lord.  (Proverbs 1:7)
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This week:

1)  What is baptism for?







(Acts 2:38)
2)  Why did the hypocrites pray standing in the synagogues or on street corners?

(Matthew 6:5)
3)  The greatest among us is our what? 





(Matthew 23:11)
4)  Born among women there hath not risen a greater than _______? 


(Matt 11:11)

5)  Who did Jesus continue to say is greater than the person mentioned above?

 (Matt 11:11)
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