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Addiction

Normally when we think of addiction we think of drugs, tobacco or alcohol. However, drugs, tobacco and alcohol are not the only thing to which people are addicted. Let us first establish who is an addict and what addiction is. The “online” dictionary says:

Addict: Function: transitive verb
Pronunciation: &-'dikt
1: to devote or surrender (oneself) to something habitually or obsessively <addicted to gambling> 
2: to cause addiction to a substance in

Addiction: Function: noun
Pronunciation: &-'dik-sh&n, a-
1: the quality or state of being addicted <addiction to reading> 
2: compulsive need for and use of a habit-forming substance (as heroin, nicotine, or alcohol) characterized by tolerance and by well-defined physiological symptoms upon withdrawal; broadly: persistent compulsive use of a substance known by the user to be harmful
At one time, addictions were particular to the above mentioned drugs, tobacco or alcohol. Another addiction that is also popular is gambling. At one time one had to travel to certain cities to gamble. Some gambled at poker games or by pitching pennies. Unfortunately, with the introduction of lotteries, gambling is a very real and very dangerous addiction. Addictions now include pornography,  video  games, violence  and other various habits. I note these later addictions because at one time these things were not easily accessible. Noting all of this we need to ask, are these addictions sinful? That is, where does it say, “Thou shalt not be addicted to…” 

Possibly the first point to make is that of Cain and how sin crouched at his door to master him. As we know, Cain and Abel were the sons of Adam and Eve. Cain and Abel took offerings to the Lord. Abel’s offering was acceptable, but Cain’s was not. We are not given specific details as to why Cain’s offering was not acceptable but noting the sacrifices and offerings of the Israelites we could surmise Cain’s offering could be something he substituted for what God commanded or it was not the best he had. Other thoughts could be considered, but simply, Cain’s offering was not acceptable. However, God is not without compassion. Cain was given the opportunity to make a second offering to make his relationship right with the Lord. Note the words of the Lord to Cain: “…but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast. Then the Lord said to Cain, "Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it."” (Genesis 4:5-7 (NIV)  

This is the problem with sinful addictions, they rule over the addict. It is the physical need to have more and more of what the addict is addicted to. We find ourselves living to feed our addiction. Regardless how much the addict gets, he/she needs more. One reason I constructed this bulletin was because of a “cop” television show. One woman, who was selling her body to feed her addiction, spent five hundred dollars a day on her drug addiction. As with any addict, she was doing whatever it took to get money to fund her addiction. A few years ago I was made aware of one woman who would go to her mother’s house and look for things to steal so she could sell them to get money for her drug problem. She also would steal checks out of her mother’s check book, forge her mother’s name and cash the checks again, for money to fund her addiction. Since that time, she has burnt out her brain from the drugs she took. The government has taken away her children because she is unable and too irresponsible to care for them. 

Other addicts steal, lie, cheat…anything they can do to support their addiction. Note what the writer of the book of Proverbs says about an addict: “He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls.” 

(Proverbs 25:28 (KJV)  

In writing of the fruit of the spirit Paul included self-control: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.” (Galatians 5:22-23 (NIV)  

Paul included those who lack self-control in his list of people of ungodly people: “But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God-- having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them.” (2 Tim. 3:1-5 (NIV)  

In 2 Peter 1:5-7, we have what is sometimes called the “Christian graces.” They are characteristics that a Christian should incorporate into his daily life. Self-control, or temperance, is mentioned as a characteristic we should have. “And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.” (2 Peter 1:5-9 (KJV)  

We must now ask, are there spiritual consequences to these things? One of the main problems with addiction is, it takes the place  God is to have in our heart.  When  asked  what  was the greatest commandment of the Law, the scriptures record: “Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.” (Matthew 22:37 (KJV)  

Therefore, the addiction becomes a sin regardless if it itself is sinful or not. To explain: Most addictions are sinful in and of themselves: drunkenness, greed, fornication… However, some addictions are actually innocent in themselves. Some video games are perfectly fine to play. It is when our lives revolve around the video game that makes it sin. Sports are another thing that is innocent in and of itself. However, if we allow it to dominate our lives, it becomes sin. Nothing is to take God’s place in life. One danger in overcoming an addiction; make sure the time used for the addiction is used for something positive. If not, the addiction can return worse than it was.    - - Doug Clark
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Last Week:
(The references last week to the first question is 3 John 1:9, Sorry)
1) Who would not “receive” John?


Diotrephes  (3 John 1:9)

2) Why would he not receive him?   


He loved the preeminence: being first  (3 John 1:9)

3) What did Jesus say not to do with pearls?
 
Cast them before swine (Matt. 7:6)

4) What did the Pharisees do with the kingdom of Heaven? 







Shut it up for themselves and others (Matthew 23:13)

5) Parts of some tribes went to the Passover. Who were they?  







Asher, Manasseh and Zebulun (2 Chron. 30:11)
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This week:
1) What word does the King James Version use for the words “self control?“ 









(Acts 24:25; Gal. 5:23; 2 Pet. 1:6)

2) What did Cain have to do for his sacrifice to be accepted?

(Genesis 4:7)

3) Who does an addiction replace?




(Matthew 22:37)

4) What are we to do with those who do not have self control?

(2 Tim. 3:1-5)

5) When the drunkard awakes, what does he want? 


(Proverbs 23:35)

Answers in next bulletin
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