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Christmas

Once every year ministers of the Lord’s church present bulletins concerning Christmas. This is because the general public is taught and believes that Christmas day is the day Jesus was born. This is not necessarily true. Out of the 365¼ days of the year, it is slightly possible that one might get the right day, but it is highly doubtful that December the 25th, is the day Jesus was born. Several problems arise. One of the best indicators is the fact the shepherds were keeping their flocks in the fields. By December 25th, the shepherds would not be in the fields with their flocks because of the cold weather. 

The  actual  placement  of  December  the 25th, as being the birth of Christ, occurred AD 354. Without going into too much detail, the day was established to satisfy several pagan rituals. If one takes the time to study about Christmas they do not have to go too far to find the date was set by man to appease the pagans. There are other dates that are suggested. One such date is January the 6th. The logic behind this date is, since Adam was created on the sixth day, it would be logical that the Messiah would also come on the sixth day of the year. 

The problem with religious Christmas

The problem with religious Christmas is that people use it as a substitution for attending “church” for the rest of the year. We are not commanded in any way: direct commandment, apostolic example nor by necessary inference to worship December the 25th as the day Christ was born. Again, there is no commandment to worship one day a year as the day Jesus was born. There is no example of the first century Christians assembling to worship the day Jesus was born. Further, there is no inference that such a day was ever sanctioned by God as the day Christ was born. However, there are passages that indicate Christians are to assemble on the first day of the week to worship the Lord. 

Consider this example: You are told by your boss to be at work by 8:00 am, sharp! He has given you a direct command: be at work at 8:00 am, sharp! You may note all of the other employees arrive at work by 8:00 am sharp (an approved example). There is an inference to be at work, every work day at 8:00 am. This is an example of a direct command, approved example and a necessary inference. Note this in scripture: “Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.” 1 Cor. 16:1-2 (KJV)  

Paul has given a direct commandment. Since he was not specific about which first day of the week, in the month, then he has inferred this to be done every first day of the week. This is why when we come together, we “lay by in store” every first day of the week. 

As for worshipping the day Christ was born, there is no commandment. 

“Jesus is the reason for the season”

Is, “Jesus is the reason for the season?” For many years members of the church have tried to teach and educate people that Christmas is not the day Christ was born. However, I have heard something that places a different spin on this phrase. It is that Jesus has been made the reason for the season. That is, people know it is not the day Jesus was born, but that’s “okay,” we will make it the day to celebrate the day of his birth. Therefore, although Jesus was not born on Christmas day, we will sanctify that day and reserve it for Jesus. I liken it to “President’s day.” It is not the day all the presidents were born, but we will designate that day to observe it as the day the presidents were born. In the case of Christmas, man has made a holy day he feels should be observed as the day of Jesus’ birth. If someone does not observe the day, as such, they are heathens for disregarding the holiday as being holy. However, one is not a heathen if the forsake to meet with the brethren on Sunday morning as commanded through direct commandment, apostolic example and inference. 
Does this work for God? That is, will God approve this action and accept worship on this man-made day while the commandment, example and inference is for man to worship God is actually on the first day of the week? No. Notice the problem with the Jews in the time of Christ. If one reads the Old Testament they will find various commandments the Jews were to keep. The Jews had instituted various traditions so that if one kept the tradition, one kept the Law. Unfortunately, just as with Christmas, the tradition became more important than the Law. If you would read the text, Matthew 15:1-9, you will find such a case. Note what Jesus says as he ends his teaching, “Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.” Matthew 15:7-9 (KJV)  

The religious observance of Christmas, as the day Christ was born is a man-made tradition. The commandment is for people to obey Jesus’ commandments (John 14:15). The commandment to observe Christmas for Jesus’ birthday is from man. Which will God be pleased with? The religious observance of Christmas or the religious observance of assembling on the first day of the week? 

Always remember Nadab and Abihu

Always remember Nadab and Abihu. They were sons of Aaron that disobeyed the Lord. “And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the Lord, which he commanded them not. And there went out fire from the Lord, and devoured them, and they died before the Lord.” Lev. 10:1-2 (KJV)

Remember two things about this event: (1) it is noted they offered “strange fire” that (2) God, “commanded them not.” God wants things done his way. When man changes the way God commands them to be done, God is not pleased. When man makes a day to be observed as holy and disregards the first day of the week, a time for brethren to meet and worship the Lord, he has created a tradition and forsaken God’s commandments. 

The main problem with “religious” Christmas is, man substitutes December the 25th, for the fifty-two first days of the week he is  together together and worship the Lord. 
Christmas day is probably not the day Jesus was born. It is not commanded for us to celebrate such a day. However, we are to remember the death of Christ every first day of the week in the keeping of the “Lords Supper,” an observance commanded by Jesus Matthew 26:26-29). 
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Last Week:

1) Who was the first Judge?


Othniel
(Judges 3:9)

2) What is Shamgar remembered for doing?
 
Killing 600 Philistines with an ox goad.   (Judges 3:31)

3) Who was the woman judge?


Deborah (Judges 4:4)
4) Who nailed Sisera to the ground?

Jael, Heber’s wife (Judges 4:21) 

5) Who was the bramble king?


Abimelech (Judges 9)

This week:

The first three questions are over the types of authority we have for the things we practice: Direct commandment, approved (apostolic) example or necessary inference.

1)  Meeting every first day of the week.




(Acts 20:7)
2) “Thou shalt not kill” is an example of?




(Romans 13:9)
3) Meeting on the first day of the week.




(Acts 20:7)
4) What type of fire did Nadab and Abihu offer?



(Lev. 10:1)

5) Finish:  “…which he commanded them ______.



(Lev. 10:2)
Answers in next bulletin
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In The Beacon, an “electronic bulletin,” dated, 12/26/06, the question is asked: “Who Put Christ in Christmas?”

The point is made, it was not God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, nor the apostles who put the Christ in Christmas. It notes, “The facts are, "scholars believe Christmas originated in the 4th century as a Christian substitute for pagan celebrations of the winter solstice" and "The Bible provides no guidelines that explain how Christmas should be observed, nor does it even suggest that it should be considered a religious holiday." (encarta.msn.com)
I note again, if it was not from God, it is from man. 
