Simply from the Scriptures
from the Church of Christ in Richmond Indiana
Social drinking…
Many debates have concerned themselves with the question whether or not it is sinful to partake in a “social drink.” Along this line also comes the question, “Is it sinful to have a glass of wine with a meal or is it sinful drink a beer in the privacy of my own home?” 

To take the devil’s advocate stand would be to point out several things about the drinking of alcohol. First, the Bible does not specifically say, “Thou shalt not drink an alcoholic beverage.” Second, the Bible condemns drunkenness not drinking. Third, it is scientifically proven that a glass of wine is actually good for the body. Also, the Bible clearly notes that Jesus, himself changed water into wine. Further in the Bible, Paul instructs Timothy to drink wine. There are more arguments the devil could make concerning the drinking of alcohol, but these should suffice. Knowing all of this, it is “evident” there is nothing wrong with drinking alcohol as long as one does not get drunk. 

To the unlearned or those who desire approval for consuming alcohol it looks like it is not sinful to consume one social drink. However, let us look at the arguments in the light of the scriptures. 

Paul advised Timothy to drink wine

Yes, Paul advised Timothy to drink wine. However, this was to relieve a physical aliment. Consider the argument in the light of the scriptures, “Drink no longer water, but use a little wine for thy stomach's sake and thine often infirmities.” (1 Tim. 5:23)  

Not only did Paul instruct Timothy to drink wine for a condition of his stomach, but he also specified it was to be a “little wine.” Paul was not instructing Timothy to get tipsy or wasted, but to use wine as a medicine to cure his stomach ailment. We take medicines with alcohol, or other drugs, when we are ill to recover from the illness. However, we do not drink these things to get drunk. 

Jesus turned water into wine

Yes, Jesus did change water into wine in John 2:1-11. The occasion was at a wedding feast. At the time of Jesus, a wedding was not a one day occasion. Because people had to travel and as was the custom of the time, a wedding feast lasted for days. The wine Jesus made from water was most likely that of freshly squeezed grapes. This would simply be to us; grape juice. When the Bible refers to sinful wine it is usually called “strong drink” (found 19 times in the KJV). The wine at Jesus’ time, if there was any alcoholic content, would require someone to consume a large quantity of wine to get drunk. 

The argument that Jesus changed water into sinful wine would conflict with the nature of God and His actions to intentionally provide sinful beverage. Jesus being God would not act contrary to the nature of God. 

A glass of wine is good for the body

A glass of wine is good for the body. Yes, it is scientifically proven that a glass of wine during the day can be beneficial for the body. However, dark grape juice, which most correctly describes what the people drank in Jesus’ time, has the same medicinal benefit. That is, grape juice does the same job. Alcoholic wine is not necessary. 

The Bible condemns drunkenness not drinking

The Bible condemns drunkenness not drinking. This is true. However, the Bible does make references to the dangers of wine as it is associated with drunkenness. Solomon warned his son not to look upon the wine: “Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath contentions? who hath babbling? who hath wounds without cause? who hath redness of eyes? They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to seek mixed wine. Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it moveth itself aright. At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder. Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine heart shall utter perverse things. Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the midst of the sea, or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast. They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and I was not sick; they have beaten me, and I felt it not: when shall I awake? I will seek it yet again.” Proverbs 23:29-35 (KJV)  

Solomon also warned, “Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.” (Prov 20:1 (KJV)  
It would be wise to take a moment and consider all the book of Proverbs has to say about drinking wine. There are many cautions to the drinking of the substance. The passage mentioned in Proverbs 23:29-35, show the problems wine can bring. It mentions the addiction of wine, “…I will seek it yet again.” The problems with drinking will be more evident later in this bulletin. 
Finally, the Bible does not say, “Thou shalt not drink an alcoholic beverage.” The Bible does not say, “Thou shalt not…” to many things. However, one can search the scriptures to find if something is sinful or acceptable. We are commanded to search the scriptures, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 2 Tim. 2:15 (KJV)  

Trying to separate drinking from being drunk is getting more difficult as we read and study. 

Consider this passage from Hebrews, “For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” 
Hebrews 5:12-14 (KJV)  

The Hebrew writer upbraided his audience because they failed to grow in knowledge and wisdom. Therefore, he could not teach them about Melchisedec because it would only cause problems. It is what he said in verse fourteen that we note: “…even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”

The knowledgeable Christian would know that drinking alcohol can lead to addiction. Therefore, it is giving place for the devil (Ephesians 4:27). The knowledgeable Christian would know doing such might give the appearance of evil, something a Christian is to commanded to abstain from (1 Thes. 5:22). A knowledgeable Christian would know doing so could put us in the wrong company and destroy our morals (1 Cor. 15:33). In drinking alcohol and questioning ourselves about it being good or   evil,   we  would   sin  for   violating  our  conscience (Romans 14:23). Then we ask the reason for drinking the alcohol. Is it so we will blend in with others? Is it to keep ourselves from being persecuted for not drinking? In blending in are we letting our light shine and glorify God (Matthew 5:16)? Suddenly, we find the devil’s advocate falling short of proving there is nothing wrong with social drinking. 

I have taken this subject to use as an example for other such questions. That is, if we have the knowledge and wisdom God would have us have, we can answer such questions and guide the erring to the proper path. Let us not fall short of our duty because we are ignorant of the scriptures. 

Douglas R. Clark
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Proverbs 28:14: Happy is the man that feareth alway: but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief
