Simply from the Scriptures

from the Church of Christ in Richmond Indiana

Can God save someone who has not been baptized?
The question, “Can God save someone who has not been baptized?” is greatly debated. The question is usually asked this way… “So if someone hears, believes, repents, confesses and is on their way to the church building to be baptized, but is in a car accident that takes their life, they are not saved. Right?” The idea is to establish any scenario wherein someone, anyone could be saved prior to baptism. If one example proves that God can save someone outside of baptism, then baptism is non essential in every case. I have yet to know of anyone who dies five seconds from being baptized. However, the question must be explored and an answer sought out. 

What we must establish is what the Bible teaches about salvation. Usually, those who are members of the body of Christ, teach the established plan of Salvation is, hearing, believing, repenting, confessing and being baptized. This is all made possible through God’s grace. At no time does one teach that someone can earn or merit their salvation. We have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (see Romans 3:23). Salvation is a gift and cannot be earned. However, it is a gift that comes with conditions. Note this passage: “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” 
Ephes. 2:8-10 (KJV)  

Understand that many times, when the New Testament speaks of “works,” it is referring to the works of the Old Law; the law of Moses. Do note in the above passage we are, “created in Christ Jesus unto good works…” Without going to deep, we must acknowledge there are “two parts” of man’s salvation; that which was necessary for God to do and that which is necessary for man to do. God has done his part. Man needs to do what is mentioned above for his initial salvation; hearing, believing, repenting, confessing and being baptized. Man must also continue in the doctrine of Christ and be obedient and faithful unto death. The passages we note, for man’s part in the plan of salvation include:
“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” Mark 16:16 (KJV)  

“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2:38 (KJV)  

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Romans 10:17 (KJV)  

“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” Romans 10:9-10 (KJV)  

These are just a quick reference of the passages that speak on what is necessary for man’s salvation. Notice how these passages are connected (in order of their listing): faith and baptism, repentance and baptism, faith and hearing, confession, faith and then faith and confession.

There are other passages that could be noted concerning man’s salvation: One is to continue in Christ (Acts 2:46), cease from sin (Romans 6),   grow    in    grace    and    knowledge    of    the    Lord (2 Peter 3:18), and to do good works (Matthew 5:16, Ephesians 2:10). These are not the stopping point but just the beginning.
These passages and points make the completeness of obeying the gospel. Why would one be baptized who has never heard or does not believe in Jesus? Why would one repent of their sins, if they did not believe in a day of judgment where they would be condemned for their sin? All of these passages piece together man’s part of the plan of Salvation. Noting all of this we return to the initial question, can a man be saved if he was not baptized? What does the Bible say? One must believe to be baptized. One must repent and be baptized. Can one be saved without faith? The Hebrew writer says, “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” Heb. 11:6 (KJV)  

Can one be saved who is baptized but continues to sin? Paul wrote: “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?” Romans 6:16 (KJV)  

He continued to say: “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Romans 6:23 (KJV)  

One must have faith and one must repent. Why then would we discount baptism? If one is not baptized, he has not obeyed the gospel. What happens to those who do not obey the gospel? Consider this passage that speaks of the ones who refuse to obey: “And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;” 2 Thes. 1:7-9 (KJV)  

According to the New Testament man cannot be saved if he is not baptized. When two subjects are joined with the word “and” what is stated after the “and” is as important as what is before the “and.” Any grammar teacher will note that truth. 

Can God save one who has not been baptized?

We go back to the initial question, “Can God save one who has not been baptized?” The New Testament says, “no.” However, can God bypass the New Testament and save someone who has not obeyed the gospel? Consider the time when the Israelites were being punished for their sins. Upon reading the Old Testament we find that many times, God warned the sinful nation about punishment. However, Israel continued on a sinful path until God had to punish them. Note what God tells the Israelites about their punishment, “Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.” Isaiah 59:1-2 (KJV)  

God could have stopped the captivity. Yet if he had done so, he would have been a liar (it is impossible  for  God  to lie: Hebrews 6:18). Further, to do so, he would have broken his own covenant with the Israelites. Take a moment and read Deuteronomy, chapters twenty-seven and twenty-eight for the blessings and cursing of the Israelites in relation to their adherence to God’s commandments. God cannot violate his own words. He cannot violate his covenant with man. God must carryout all that is written in the New Testament. To allow a sinner into heaven, he would have to allow all sinners into heaven. This is the necessity  of  faith  and  obedience.  To God,  all  sin  is sin (James 2:10-11). 

Note what John wrote, “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law… [8] He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil. 
1 John 3:4,8 (KJV)  

To let a sinner in, would be as letting the devil in. I cannot stress enough the importance for one to be faithful and obedient to the gospel, even to baptism and then continuing in God’s word for entrance into heaven. This must be taught because false teachers teach only a part of the plan of salvation. Please heed Paul’s commandment, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 2 Tim. 2:15 (KJV) 
Douglas R. Clark
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Proverbs 28:14: Happy is the man that feareth alway: but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief

