Simply from the Scriptures
from the Church of Christ in Richmond Indiana
Paul notes some problems with his Jewish brethren: “Brethren, my heart's desire and my supplication to God is for them, that they may be saved. For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. For being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God.” 
Romans 10:1-3 (ASV)  

Trying to establish our own religion is vanity. In the last days of Solomon, his heart was turned from the true God to the false gods of the women he had married. As punishment, God took ten tribes from his kingdom and gave them to a man named, Jeroboam. These tribes would make up the Northern Kingdom. In fear the people would return to Jerusalem to worship and would eventually become loyal to Rehoboam (who replaced Solomon as king), Jeroboam established his own religion: “Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold; and he said unto them, It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. And he set the one in Beth-el, and the other put he in Dan. And this thing became a sin; for the people went to worship before the one, even unto Dan.” 1 Kings 12:28-30 (ASV)  

He continued to appoint priests from whoever desired the office and established holy days to imitate the Law of Moses. This false religion and the worshipping of the golden caves plagued the Northern Kingdom and it was finally carried away in the Assyrian captivity around 722 B.C. Unlike the Southern Kingdom, the Northern Kingdom never returned as a nation. Like the Jews of Paul’s time, trying to establish a religion or righteousness of one’s own liking is vanity. 

I thought of these passages when reading the autobiography of Benjamin Franklin. I normally do not quote men’s writing in my bulletins but because I believe this is the mind set of many people, I want to note Mr. Franklin’s feelings on religion. “I had been religiously educated as a Presbyterian; but though some of the dogmas of that persuasion, such as the eternal decrees of God, election, reprobation, etc., appeared to me very unintelligible, others doubtful, and I early absented myself from the public assemblies of the sect, Sunday being my studying day, I never was without some religious principles. I never doubted, for instance, the existence of a Deity – that he made the world and governed it by his providence – that the most acceptable service of God was the doing good to man – that our souls are immortal – and that all crimes will be punished and virtue rewarded, either here or hereafter. These I esteemed the essentials of every religion; and being   to  be  found  in  all  the  religion  we  had  in  our   country, I respected  them  all,  though  with different degrees of respect,  as I found them more or less mixed with other articles which, without any tendency to inspire, promote, or confirm morality, served principally to divide us and make us unfriendly to one another.”

A few pages over, he noted his virtues with their precepts. I feel it is important to note them for the thoughts contained in this bulletin:

1. Temperance - Eat not to dullness; drink not to elevation.

2. Silence – Speak not but what may benefit others or yourself; avoid trifling conversation. 

3. Order – Let all your things have their places; let each part of your business have its time.

4. Resolution – Resolve to perform what you ought; perform without fail what you resolve.

5. Frugality – Make no expense but to do good to others and yourself; that is, waste nothing.

6. Industry – Lose no time; be always employed in something useful; cut off all unnecessary actions.

7. Sincerity – Use no hurtful deceit; think innocently and justly; and; if you speak, speak accordingly. 

8. Justice – Wrong none by doing injuries or omitting the benefits that are your duty.

9. Moderation – Avoid extremes; forbear resenting injuries, so much as you think they deserve. 

10. Cleanliness – Tolerate no uncleanliness in body, clothes, or habitation.

11. Tranquility – Be not disturbed at trifles or at accidents common or unavoidable.

12. Chastity. …

13. Humility Imitate Jesus and Socrates.

I beg your indulgence on the afore mentioned quotes, but I want to make a point. While we see the actions of Jeroboam and actions of the Jews in Paul’s time, in trying to establish their own righteousness, we note through Mr. Franklin a more modern attempt. There were other points he lived by, but these simply note a man trying to establish a righteousness outside of the Bible. 

God has established commandments and laws to live by. He expects his commandments to be followed. Forsaking God’s word in our own attempt to please him is vanity and leads to perdition. Jesus said of the Jews of his day: “Ye hypocrites, well did Isaiah prophesy of you, saying, This people honoreth me with their lips; But their heart is far from me. But in vain do they worship me, Teaching as their doctrines the precepts of men.” Mat. 15:7-9 (ASV)  

When it comes to religion, we must adhere to God’s word. Peter wrote: “if any man speaketh, speaking as it were oracles of God; is any man ministereth, ministering as of the strength which God supplieth: that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, whose is the glory and the dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” 1 Peter 4:11 (ASV)  

Jeroboam’s false religion was vanity because it was not from God’s word. The Jews teaching for doctrine the commandments of men was vanity because is was not from God. Mr. Franklin’s attempt, and others, is vanity because it is not of God. One must obey the words of God. One must study the word of God to be approved of God: “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”  

2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV)
If we love God, we will keep his commandments: “Hereby we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and do his commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.” 

1 John 5:2-3 (ASV)  

John   also  wrote:   “He  that  saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; but whoso keepeth his word, in him verily hath the love of God been perfected. Hereby we know that we are in him: he that saith he abideth in him ought himself also to walk even as he walked.” 

1 John 2:4-6 (ASV)  

Are you a child of God? If you believe so, by whose righteousness are you established as a child of God: by God’s appointment or by your own self? It matters greatly for our eternal salvation rests upon it!
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Proverbs 28:14

Happy is the man that feareth alway: but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief
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